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On 12 July 2004, 3/A/ TF 1-7 (Blue Platoon) was on a routine MSR Security Combat Patrol.  The presence of a motorized infantry platoon moving along the MSR is an attempt to dissuade AIF from attacking logistical convoys; in addition to merely showing a presence, the platoon secures the route by deliberate route clearance through the physical inspection of the highway.  As an additional duty, our platoon was ordered to remove the vegetation in-between the media of this four-lane road.  
To complete this task, the platoon first drove through the section to complete a hasty clearing of the area.  When hasty clearing procedures were complete, the platoon began secondary clearing procedures which involve the forward vehicles conducting close visual inspection of the road while safe behind the armor of our humvees.  The troops dismount from the 3rd and 4th vehicles in the middle of the formation and continue to look for IED emplacement at any stage of completion.  Trail vehicles set the vegetation of military significant on fire to deny AIF the ability to easily emplace and conceal IEDs which threaten the local Iraqi populous as well as combat logistic patrols moving through this area.  Near the end of our mission set on this particular day, SGT Higginbottom discovered a large IED (weighing 150 pounds +) which was concealed within a large flowering bush.  SGT Higginbottom immediately ordered fellow soldiers away from the immediate area and Blue Platoon secured the area while Sappers disarmed the IED and blew it in place.  The following day Blue Platoon was executing the same procedure when the fire that was burning behind the rear vehicle detonated a IED  buried in the median.  No damage was incurred by personnel or equipment and the platoon immediately conducted an investigation concerning the incident.  It was later discovered that a 155mm howitzer shell, once again a large piece of ordinance, had been used in the attempt to harm Iraqi civilians and/or military logical patrols.

MSR security is tiring and endless work.  Soldiers walk up and down this highway in heavy gear in the heat of the day to insure the safety of it’s patrons.  Using even the most cautious procedures and safety guidelines, MSR Security and route clearance procedures continues to be an extremely dangerous process.  Blue Platoon conducts these actions on a daily basis; it is only by the professionalism, hard work, and dedication of the soldiers of 3/A/ TF 1-7 that normal operations can continue along the MSR and that all people, Iraqi and CF alike, can travel this route in relative safety.  I have no doubt that it was the attention to detail and commitment to excellence of the soldiers of Blue Platoon that made a difference during this two day period, a difference that saved  someone’s life.  
