1LT David Alvarey

A / TF 1 – 7 



As a new lieutenant in A / TF 1 – 7, I have been impressed with the ability of the company to function in so many different roles.  The soldiers and company leadership began training for this deployment in the winter of 2003 by learning the infantry skills necessary to successfully help Iraq transition into a sovereign, free nation.  Upon arriving in country, the company immediately assumed its responsibilities and helped the task force conduct a “seamless” transition from the 4th Infantry Division, to 1st ID.  


As the executive officer, I can most accurately speak of the countless contributions of the maintenance, supply and arm’s room, communication, and command post (CP) personnel.  The maintenance team, led by SSG Shorts, is clearly the best in the task force.  Because of their hard work and expertise, our company continues to have the fewest number of vehicles “broken down.”  It’s reached the point that CSM Sanders asked our maintenance team to maintain and fix his turbo golf cart (the “Ranger” mobile).   The only problem I see in their near future is the fact that I do not have a vehicle for driving around the FOB.  Whenever I ask SSG Shorts to use his HMMWV, he gives me a good reason why he needs it at that exact moment.  I’m sure he is “giving me a hard time” as the new company XO.


The supply sergeant, SGT Sesay, and the company armorer, SPC Schlies, continue to teach me about the logistics side of the Army.  We have spent the past few weeks reorganizing our accountability of sensitive items to the point where we feel comfortable with the accountability and status of the equipment.  SGT Sesay’s supply expertise certainly helps, and it is no surprise that I have waited for over two years to finally work with SPC Schlies.  Ever since we first met while he was the Service Battery armorer, I knew that God would provide me with the chance to finally work with and interact with SPC Schlies on a daily basis.  Thanks God, you have answered my prayers.  


The communication section (actually person) is spearheaded by SGT Pippin.  Another task force standout, LTC McClelland told his task force staff that SGT Pippin would be the only person to fix the communication in his command vehicle.  That’s certainly a good compliment to his abilities.  SGT Pippin recently returned from leave, so he’s been working the past few weeks to solve the problems that built-up during his time away.  During the short time we have worked together, it has become glaringly obvious that he can “find” any piece of equipment we need.  For example, the Army has a shortage of AA batteries, but somehow SGT Pippin has four boxes.  Keep up the good work.  


 Within a company, the CP serves as the brain of all operations, and if run effectively, it can save the lives of our soldiers.  Prior to moving to Alpha, my most important goal was to ensure that the CP functioned well because I have seen how critical of a role it fills.  SSG Handwork (NCOIC), SGT Gode, and PV2 Romansky have clearly done a great job managing the information tracking and flow within the battery.


Hopefully I have clearly described the reason Alpha can function so smoothly in this environment.  From a logistician’s perspective, we clearly have a great team assembled to support the line platoons.  I expect that we will continue to see great things come from these people as well as the entire company.  

