This week, C Company, 1-26 Infantry, part of Task Force 1-77, broke ground on a new school in the town of Al Kara, a small village south of Balad in the Ad Dujal District.  The project, valued at $74, 600, will provide a modern and improved school for the area.  The former school, which housed a total of 160 students in the area, was a mud brick two room structure with a corrugated metal roof and no power.  The new structure, designed in conjunction with local engineers, is a six room modern concrete structure with a cafeteria and power for air conditioners in each room.  The project is also employing 60 local workers in order to complete the school before the first day of class in September. 
The ceremony was held at the new construction site and attended by many of the local leaders and farmers in the area.  CPT Matt Archambault and 1SG Marc Hickey, Commander and 1SG of C Company and were on hand to break ground on the new facility.  “This building is a step in the right direction.  The security in the area enables us to do more projects that help the people who need it” stated CPT Archambault.  “To look in the eyes of these kids and see the impact we are having makes the work worth it,” stated 1SG Hickey.
This project is part of OPERATION TIGER CUB.  This Task Force 1-77 operation partners Task Force Companies with local schools in the area for support and community relations.  The Task Force is currently sponsoring 6 schools in their area of operations from the villages of Isaki, Balad and Yethirb.  The partnership consists of support for renovation and construction, as well as donations of school supplies from families and schools in Germany and the United States.
TF 1-77, part of 2 BCT, 1st Infantry Division, is currently operating out of Balad Iraq.  The Task Force has spent over $2.6 million in Civil Military Operations in the area since March. 
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