On Tuesday, August 3rd, soldiers from B Company, Task Force 1-77 conducted the first of several planned Medical Supply drops to the Balad General Hospital.  OPERATION TIGER CARE is a program conducted in partnership with several Medical Service units located on LSA ANACONDA.  The objective of the operation is to assist the local hospital by procuring and delivering much needed medical supplies.  The hospital serves as the major medical and trauma center for the entire area south of Samarra.  It is located in the heart of downtown Balad and the responsibility of   the soldiers of REGULATOR Company, along with their Iraqi National Guard and Iraqi Police Services partners.

Dr. Kassim, the hospital administrator and also the Balad District Council President, has been instrumental in assisting with not only this operation but in working side by side with coalition partners for the betterment of the people of the area. “These supplies will be very helpful for the hospital, and they will increase our capability to treat patients throughout the area.”  He added, “We thank the soldiers and families of the Steel Tigers in their constant and continuous support for the people of Balad.”  Assistant Civil Military Operations Officer, 2LT Martin Rafter, stated, “The hospital is necessary for the community to continue to grow and be self sufficient, these supplies will help them on their way.”  CPT Henry Delacruz, Commander of B/1-77 stated, “It is good for the soldiers to conduct operations other then patrols and security missions.  They enjoy seeing the progress they help create and assisting the people they are protecting each and every day.”

1ID Commanding General MG John Batiste and 1ID Command Sergeant Major McCarty along with TF 1-77 Commander LTC David Hubner also dropped by the hospital during a tour of Balad to check on the progress.  LTC Hubner remarked “I am extremely proud of the work being done here by our soldiers to help those in need, and I appreciate the folks on the LSA supporting our efforts here.”  The supply drop was concluded with a tour of the hospital facility by Dr, Kassim.

TF 1-77, part of 2 BCT, 1st Infantry Division, is currently operating out of Balad Iraq.  The Task Force has spent over $2.6 million in Civil Military Operations in the area since March and continues to assist the people of Balad and the surrounding area with civil projects that are making a difference.
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