
Task Force 1-77 hosted a Transfer of Sovereignty ceremony on June 30th to mark the historic beginning of the new Iraqi state.  This ceremony, attended by approximately 30 Iraqi officials, was held at the Balad Joint Coordination Center, which also houses HHC, 203rd Iraq National Guard.  The ceremony was highlighted by the unfurling of the official 203rd ING Battalion Colors and company guidons and raising of the Iraq national flag.

The ceremony was jointly planned and executed by Task Force 1-77 and the 203rd ING Battalion.  The program of events included a joint formation of Task Force Commanders and their ING counter-parts, speeches by both LTC David Hubner, commander of TF 1-77, and LTC Shaker Farris, commander of the 203 ING, as well as speeches by Balad government officials.


LTC Hubner spoke of the significance of the day and compared the brave men and women of Iraq to American patriots that fought and struggled for freedom over two hundred years ago, while LTC Shaker Farris complimented his soldiers for their sacrifices and dedication to their new nation.  Balad City Council President Malik Lafta Ahmed praised the cooperation of the Task Force and surrounding area; he also thanked TF 1-77 for the continuing support in assisting with security matters as well as the support shown to the new government.


Following the speeches, LTC Hubner and LTC Shaker jointly uncased the new 203rd ING Battalion Colors, as the TF Company Commanders did the same with their ING counterparts and their new company guidons.  


The event concluded with a celebration and traditional Iraqi lunch meal with American and Iraqi soldiers breaking bread and celebrating the birth of a new Iraq.    
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