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23 July 2002

Policy Letter ST-9:  Road Conditions and Military Vehicles

1.  Reference:

a.  UR 385-55, 30 Aug 93, Prevention of Motor Vehicle Accidents

b.  USAREUR Command Policy Letter 9, Military Vehicle Safety and Dispatch Procedures

c.  1ID Policy Letter CG-13, Vehicle Dispatching

d.  1ID Policy Letter CG-17, Operator Safety

2.  This policy defines the different categories of road conditions and the minimum standards for dispatch during periods of inclement weather.  1st Infantry Division Policy Memorandum 2-29 defines the Red, Amber, and Green category standards.  The 2nd Brigade EOC will transmit changes to the road conditions.  Battalion staff duty will notify Company Commanders and First Sergeants.

3.  These dispatch standards are in effect during the following road conditions categories:

a.  RED.  Only emergency missions authorized.  Emergency missions are those in which lives are threatened or are determined to be absolutely essential to immediate mission accomplishment.  The Battalion Commander, Battalion Executive Officer, Battalion Operations Officer or Command Sergeant Major will approve all dispatches during RED conditions.  The dispatch will be annotated by the company commander, XO or 1SG with EMERGENCY MISSION and accompanied by a copy of a written safety brief and risk assessment signed by the operator, company commander, XO or 1SG.

b.  AMBER.  Only mission essential dispatches authorized.  Essential missions are defined as those that are time sensitive and imperative to accomplish mission support of training requirements.  The dispatch will be annotated by the company commander, XO or 1SG with MISSION ESSENTIAL and the operator will receive a verbal safety briefing and written assessment completed by the first NCO in his chain of command and approved at a minimum by the CO XO or 1SG.  Copies will be provided to the Staff Duty and placed in the dispatch book for vehicle(s).

c.  GREEN.  Vehicle dispatch procedures are unaffected.

4.  Unit Commanders will ensure that all steps outlined in the policy letters above are followed, regardless of road conditions.  Particular attention must be given to:

a.  Ensuring the driver is properly licensed and trained.

b.  Ensuring the driver is trained to perform all operator level maintenance.

c.  Conducting a risk assessment for the use of seatbelts at all times, and the wear of Kevlar helmets during tactical exercises.

d.  Emphasizing each vehicle or convoy has an NCOIC or OIC (waiverable only by the CDR in unusual circumstances).

5.  Post this policy letter on all unit bulletin boards.






//Original Signed//

DAVID S. HUBNER SR.

LTC, AR

Commanding
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