1LT Morrie Fanto, 3/A/TF 1-7 FA
 “A Day in the Life of Blue Platoon”

3/A/TF-17

Many days here in Iraq pass without incident, the following journal entry is not representative of everyday experiences; it does tell the story of what can be expected of Coalition Forces on any given day. 

24 July, 2004

Started off just like last week, mission to take the S3 around to his security meetings at 0900 in the morning.  Today in route to the oil refinery, there were some Iraqi security forces gathered around the tunnel entrance; when I and SSG O’Brien went to go take a look, we found a 87mm mortar propped up in the corner and made to look like an IED.  My immediate inclination was to shoot it, but upon secondary survey another possible IED was discovered and Blue Platoon took actions to secure the site.  Black Platoon came up a few minutes later and secured the back side of the bridge.  EOD came with their robot and an addition 3.5 hours later the area was clear (the second IED turned up to be a battery box).  Blue returned back to the FOB to eat and was ready to go again at 1500.  As we off exited off Tunnel Road and onto MSR Tampa, the 3 pulled up to my vehicle and said an IED had detonated during a Charlie Company Fuel Escort and we were to respond as a QRF.  I received the Northing and my driver drove about to the site with quickness, (2 clicks north of the fertilizer plant).  Immediate damage was not apparent; the vehicle had two flat tires on the driver side and no immediate body damage.  The gunner had a hand injury and was assessed as walking wounded.  I was having trouble determining the mechanism of injury for the driver, who was unresponsive and suffered a bleeding head injury to the back of his scull.  My platoon provided excellent security, crowd dispersion and vehicle A31 provided medical care; the back board that SPC Ward created was used and will need to be replaced.  Air evacuation was provided quickly, probably within 15 minutes of our arrival, however the patient died at the treatment facility upon arrival.  The vehicle was easy to recover, a PLS dropped it’s bed and the vehicle was quickly loaded.  The same EOD team, #5 showed up and completed the scene survey; the IED was not the normal composition;   initial reports indicate a high explosive charge, possibly a C4 or PE2, and packed with ball bearings.  Although the IED was initiated late, it struck the Humvee in at least 15 places, the projectiles were able to penetrate through the double walls of an Up Armor bumper, but not the actual passenger compartment.  A single bearing must have passed through the driver side rear passenger window, which was open, and struck the soldier in the back of the head, penetrating his Kevlar.  The IED was once again hidden in one of the bushes that line the median, which my platoon has attempted to burn and remove.  The median area continues to improve, but many areas still, unfortunately, enable the AIF to continue to conceal IEDs.  After all other units left the area, we collapsed the security halt from East to West and continued mission, taking the S3 to the Thermal Power Plant where we all ate, then to the KBR HQ.  We began movement to Summerall, but wanted to clear CP 211.  After a mounted clearing, we noticed about 6 individuals who were observing from the train bypass.  The platoon rounded up the one individual who tried to run to the East, but the other 5 escaped into the houses into the West.  3rd Platoon conducted a hasty “L” cordon and dismounted 8 individuals into the housing area.  NSTR.  Individual who was captured was released into the custody of the INP.  Upon return, we were stood up to secure ASP Arlington, as they were probed by a 10 man element as well as received and returned fire.  After approximately 20 minutes preparation and refit, we were stood down as it appeared the event was both over and under control.  Conducted a platoon AAR and reported to the S2 for patrol debrief at 2330 hours.   

2 Patrols, 11.5 hours
