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After 30 days into the Dagger Brigade Combat Team's control of the Salah Ad Din Province the BCT has settled into its new home and is taking the fight to the enemy on every front.   In the dynamic and rapidly changing settings of Iraq the BCT acts quickly to counter an ever changing hostile environment, while simultaneously interacting with local and Provencal leadership as soldier diplomats to shape the future of a free and democratic Iraq.  Unit leaders meet with local leadership in one town while in a town five miles away another unit conducts combat patrols to destroy Anti Coalition Forces.  During the day Civil Affairs teams walk the streets gauging the attitude of the people and coordinating humanitarian projects to give the citizens a better place to live.  At night Dagger soldiers set up Traffic Control Points and conduct raids on the same streets to stem the flow of illegal weapons.  Our mission set is diverse, but our soldiers are up to the challenge.     
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Our soldiers have trained long and hard for these trying times.  Courage and professionalism are their most enduring characteristics.  We are conducting daily operations at every level of command, from Squad to Brigade Combat Team.  Some of the most significant operations we have conducted to date are Operations Dagger Sweep, Dagger Thrust, Baji Sweep, Spader Grip, Lightning Response, and Tiger Fury to name a few.  These Operations have resulted in the capture of over 220 criminals or suspected terrorists and the seizure of several Tons of illegal munitions and hundreds of illegal weapons systems.  Clearly, the discipline and resourcefulness of our fighting men and women has made an impact on the Salah Ad Din Province. 

The soldiers of the BCT are extremely proud of their initial steps towards returning control of the Province to local leadership.  There are many steps to take along the way.  The Iraqi Civil Defense Corps (ICDC) is a fledgling force of brave and dedicated men who place their lives on the line on a daily basis to maintain order within their troubled cities.  [image: image5.jpg]


Our efforts to better equip, train, and standardize this force will ultimately set the conditions for the complete transfer of power from the Coalition Provisional Authority to the New Iraqi Government.  Similarly, our efforts with the development of the Iraqi National Police are starting to bear fruit.  For the first time, Iraqi citizens need not fear their policemen.   The BCT is actively engaged in the development of infrastructure within the Province.  We are improving road networks, schools, water treatment facilities, sewage systems, and power grids to name just a few of our efforts.  

Our Mission in Iraq is not one without peril and sacrifice.  Twelve soldiers from the Brigade Combat Team have paid the ultimate price laying down their lives in the name of freedom.  Our hearts, thoughts, and prayers go out to the families and loved ones of:

CPT John “Hans” Kurth, Bravo Company 1-18 IN

SFC Raymond E. Jones, Charlie Battery 1-7 FA

SSG Toby W. Mallett, Charlie Battery 1-7 FA

SGT Lee D. Todacheene, Headquarters Company 1-77 AR

SGT Peter G. Enos, Charlie Battery 1-7 FA

SGT Brian H. Wood, Alpha Company 9th EN 

SPC Jason C. Ford, Bravo Company 1-18 IN

SPC Tracy L. Laramore, Bravo Company 1-18 IN

SPC Clint R. Matthews, Bravo Company 1-18 IN

SPC Richard K.  Trevithick, Charlie Company 9th EN

PFC Dustin L. Kreider, Bravo Company 1-26 IN

PFC Nathan R. Brown, Charlie Company 2-108 IN

The Brigade Combat Team rendered military honors to these brave men during unit memorial services.  May they rest in peace knowing we will carry on, with heavy hearts, the mission they started and see it through to its completion.  Farewell brothers … you are gone, but will never be forgotten.
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 In a break from our tradition of closing with a picture of the sunset, here is a beautiful shot of the sunrise on Easter Sunday in Tikrit.   For with the morning sunrise comes the promise of a bright new day, and with the hard work and dedication of our great soldiers comes the promise of a bright future for the children of Iraq.  Until next time ….

DUTY FIRST!!

COL Randy Dragon

Commander, Dagger Brigade Combat Team
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