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• Environmental 
Management System 

• Environmental 
compliance training 
and assistance 

• Hazardous Material/ 
Hazardous Waste 
management 

• Natural and cultural 
resources 
management 

If you have any 
questions, please 
contact us at 354-6795 
or  

environmental-usag-
schweinfurt-
dpw@eur.army.mil 

We can assist you with 
any occurring 
environmental problem! 

• Wildlife Park 
“Wildpark an den 
Eichen” 

• Refrigerator Disposal 

• DPW Implements 
Use of Bio-Based 
Fuel for Two-Stroke 
Engines 

• Environmental 
Performance 
Assessment 

• Frog and Toad 
Migration 

• Recycling of Cell 
Phones - charity and 
environmental 
protection 

W i l d l i f e  P a r k  “ W i l d p a r k  a n  d e n  E i c h e n ”  
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When you want to dispose of your refrigerator, freezer or air conditioner, please do not dismantle it! Cooling 
agents used in these devices often contain dangerous gases which are extremely harmful to our environment 
when released.      

A very common refrigerant, R-22, damages the ozone layer and is also a greenhouse gas.  
Since January 2000 the use of R-22 in new equipment is forbidden, however, old equipment 
containing R-22 was allowed to remain in use.  Effective 1 January 2010, R-22 will be phased 
out commercially which means that during repair work or when replaced any R-22 that is still 
existing in old equipment must be captured and be turned in to the Defense Distribution 
Depot Europe (DDDE) in Germersheim.   

At the USAG Schweinfurt, all refrigerators, freezers or air conditioners taken out of service should be brought 
to the recycling centers or to the DRMO at Conn Barracks so that the refrigerant can be correctly captured and 
turned in. 

R e f r i g e r a t o r  D i s p o s a l  

“Wildpark an den Eichen” is the most frequented recreation area in 
Schweinfurt. You can observe moose, highland cows, red deer, wild 
pigs, lynx and many more. Visitors have the chance to watch wild pigs 
and lynx on a high elevated platform. The platform for the pigs is even 
built like a castle and named “Burg Schweinstein”. 
Several playgrounds give children the opportunity to climb a “chicken 
barn” or a gigantic wooden moose, to play with water sprinklers or to 
use one of countless other attractions to have fun. 
There are two new additions to the park which will be completed in 
spring 2010. The enclosure for the Blackneck goat is totally remodeled 
with an area of mountain rock for the goats to climb on, just like they 
were home in the mountains of Wallis in Switzerland. The newly 
constructed tree house will be perfect for adventurous children.  
The park’s forest tavern offers various refreshments and snacks. Try 
the original moose cookies or the Schweinfurt moose beer. 
Check out the website under www.wildpark-Schweinfurt.de  

New mountain rock for the Blackneck goats (Photo: A. Elliott) ”Burg Schweinstein” (Photo: A. Elliott) 

Plan of new tree house (Photo: A. Elliott) 
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On 1 February 2010 there was a meeting of the Environmental Management System (EMS) Cross-Functional Team 
(CFT)  to discuss a program to purchase bio-based fuel for two-stroke engines used by the DPW. The CFT consists of 
representatives of the Environmental Division, Operations & Maintenance (O&M) Division, Roads & Grounds Branch, 
Safety Office and Transportation Motor Pool (TMP).   

The achievement of this meeting was that, from now on, bio-based fuel will be used for two-stroke 
engines in equipment such as chain saws or leaf blowers used by the DPW Roads & Grounds Branch.  The program 
is intended to reduce health and safety risks for Garrison employees.  The introduction of the program is also a target 
of the Garrison EMS, as it contributes to our objective to reduce CO2 emissions.  Additionally in the event of a spill the 
impacts of bio-based fuels will be less significant than those caused by conventional fuels.   

Bio-based fuel is now available for DPW workers, in time for the start of the grass-cutting season. 

R e c y c l i n g  o f  C e l l  P h o n e s  -  c h a r i t y  
a n d  e n v i r o n m e n t a l  p r o t e c t i o n  

Did you just get a new cell phone?  Are you wondering what to do 
with the old one?  Rather than adding it to your growing collection 
of unwanted mobile phones, recycle it! 
Most cell phones that are no longer needed are still functional.  Of 
course, the best option for these phones would be to find 
someone who will reuse them.  Failing that, the second best 
option is recycling.  Did you know that cell phones contain highly 
valuable raw materials, such as gold, silver and palladium?  
Furthermore, functional parts can be used to repair other phones. 

The crucial point is that cell phones need to be collected 
separately! Just  bring your unwanted cell phone to a 
Recycle Center at USAG Schweinfurt.  Please keep it separate 
from other electrical devices. 
The Environmental Division works in 
cooperation with Caritas, a German charity, 
which collects mobile phones and gives 
them to a certified recycler.  There, the 
mobile phones are tested for functionality 
and given away for reuse.  If they can’t be 
reused, they are broken down into their 
components.  Any toxic materials, such as 
arsenic, lead or mercury, are disposed of 
properly to preserve the environment.  
Valuable raw materials are reused in new 
handsets in order to preserve rare and 
expensive resources.  Proceeds of the 
recycling go to Caritas which funds 
charitable projects for people in need.  
So in bringing your old mobile phone to a recycling center you are 
doing something great: for the environment and for people! 
For more information on this project see caritasbox.com (German 
language only).  

E n v i r o n m e n t a l  P e r f o r m a n c e  
A s s e s s m e n t   

Every year, the DPW Environmental 
Division conducts an environmental 
assessment of USAG Schweinfurt, 
according to the Environmental Perfor-
mance Assessment System (EPAS) 
guidance set forth by IMCOM-Europe.  
EPAS is a program used to assess and 

monitor the Garrison’s environmental programs, compliance, 
and Environmental Management System (EMS).  EPAS helps 
to identify environmental deficiencies and the resources neces-
sary to correct these deficiencies.     
This year’s assessment began in March and will be performed 
through July 2010.  During this time, various tenant units and 
organizations of the USAG Schweinfurt will be evaluated 
according to the 19 protocols of the Final Governing Standards 
(FGS) for Germany.  These include Hazardous Waste, 
Hazardous Material, Medical Waste, Spill Prevention and 
Response Planning, etc.  Site visits and interviews 
will be conducted and relevant Standard 
Operating Procedures (SOPs), training records 
and other documentation will be reviewed .   

Environmental  

Performance  

Assessment  

System 

Spring has begun and toad migration has 
started! All amphibians begin their migra-
tion approximately the same time, returning 
to the spawning pond in which they were 
born. This might mean that they have to 
cross roads and drivers should be careful 
to look out for them. On some roads, 

fences are utilized over the migratory period to prevent the am-
phibians from straying onto the road, and traffic 
signs ("Kroetenwanderung/Toad Migration") are also erected.   

F r o g  a n d  T o a d  M i g r a t i o n  


