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• Environmental 
Management 
System 

• Environmental 
compliance training 
and assistance 

• Hazardous Material/ 
Hazardous Waste 
management 

• Natural and cultural 
resources 
management 

If you have any 
questions, please 
contact us at 354-
6795 or  

environmental-usag-
schweinfurt-
dpw@eur.army.mil 

We can assist you 
with any occurring 
environmental 
problem! 
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In August 2010, filming for an Environmental Aware-
ness Film took place at the Garrison in Schweinfurt.  
The Environmental Division produced an environ-
mental training film, showing what environmental 
protection means at USAG Schweinfurt. The film, 
which is now ready for distribution, is intended to 
introduce Garrison members, and new soldiers in 
particular, to the Environmental Management Pro-
gram at USAG Schweinfurt.   

By being introduced to facilities related to environmental protection 
such as the Freecycle Center at Ledward Barracks and the Re-Use 
Center at Conn Barracks, Garrison members can learn how to pro-
tect the environment and save the US Army money at the same 
time.  Furthermore, the film provides an insight into handling Haz-
ardous Materials and Hazardous Waste safely, responding properly 
to POL spills and why it is important to protect our natural sur-
roundings, especially in the Local Training Area Pfaendhausen.   

The Environmental Division would like to thank everyone for their 
great support during the shooting of the film.  If you are interested 
in a copy, don’t hesitate to contact the Environmental Division! 
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G r e e n  H a l l o w e e n  

With Halloween 2010 approaching quickly, why not think about 
creating a more environmentally friendly celebration?  To learn how 
to help protect the environment while enjoying Halloween, just have 
a look at these tips for a Green Halloween.  

Make your own costumes from old clothes at home 
instead of buying them! After Halloween you can 
donate them to charities or friends for reuse! 

Use canvas bags or a bucket to collect treats. After 
Halloween you can reuse them (for example as 
shopping bags)  

Purchase treats with the least 
amount of packaging! 

Don’t litter empty wrappers from 
treats eaten along the way! 

Use non-disposable items for your Halloween Party – 
real plates, cutlery, glasses, cloth napkins etc.  

Send invitations for your Halloween Party via e-mail to 
save paper! 

Reuse your Halloween decorations in the coming years 
like you reuse your Christmas decorations!  

F i l m i n g  a t  U S A G  S c h w e i n f u r t  

L i g h t  B u l b s  

To cut greenhouse gas emissions and 
limit global warming, the European 
Union (EU) has decided to eliminate 
the use of traditional light bulbs.  
Lamps that do not meet the minimum 
energy efficiency and durability require-
ments will be progressively phased out 
of the EU market.   

This program started on 1 September 
2009 when all pearl light bulbs and 
clear 100 watt light bulbs disappeared 
from the market.  From 1 September 
2010 on, the sale of clear 75 watt light 
bulbs was also prohibited.   

The program will be completed in Sep-
tember 2012 when the manufacture or 
importing of traditional light bulbs will  
b e  c o m p l e t e l y    
banned.   

Only low energy 
light bulbs shall be 
used in the future. 
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D i d  Y o u  K n o w :  I n v a s i v e  S p e c i e s  

Have you put up a nesting box in your garden?  This is a great idea 
to help rare birds find a home.  But now, as the days are becoming 
shorter and temperatures fall, it is time for a clean-up.  Old nests can 
host numerous parasites which would weaken any winter guests or 
baby birds in spring.  Additionally ,if there are several nests piled up 
in a nesting box it will become unusable. 
Before you start the cleaning, you 
should check whether the box is really 
unoccupied.  Sometimes rare bats or 
dormice choose a nesting box as a 
winter domicile.  Be polite, just give a 
brief knock on the door and carefully lift 
the lid.  If the box is really empty, take it 
down and scrub it with hot water or 
saline solution.  Disinfecting sprays or 
other chemicals are not suitable for 
birds.  When the box is dry again, you 
can place some bark mulch or sawdust 
on the floor of the box and put it back.   

H o u s e  C l e a n i n g  o f  N e s t  B o x e s  

H a z a r d o u s  W a s t e  T u r n - I n  

T e r m :   Invasive species are plants and animals that do not originate in a specific area but which are introduced, become dominant 
and have negative effects on other species or biotopes.  This can occur when species are brought voluntarily to a different country or 
continent by humans, for example ornamental plants or farm animals.  Furthermore, species can be introduced involuntarily, when 
plant seeds are mixed with other goods, or animals such as rats are accidentally transported on ships.  Very few of these newcomers 
(about 0.2 %) become invasive; those that do out-compete local species by competing for space and resources or by changing local 
conditions.  They can cause economic or health problems, as well as ecological problems.  

P l a n t s :   An invasive plant species found at USAG Schweinfurt in LTA Pfaendhausen is the black locust, a 
tree native to North America.  It grows on semi-dry grass land but has the ability to change the quality of the 
ground it grows on.  It can therefore out-compete rare plants dependent on nutrient-poor ground.  Black locust 
seeds are poisonous to humans.  Another invasive plant, the Giant Hogweed, which was introduced from Cen-
tral Asia and the Caucasus Region, is phototoxic.  Touching this plant and exposing the skin to sunlight can 
cause severe skin inflammation.  There has been great effort in eliminating this plant from USAG Schweinfurt.  

A n i m a l s :   Invasive animal species can also cause problems.  For example the raccoon, which was 
introduced in Germany in the 1930s, suppresses the rare wild cat population and makes its repatriation very 
difficult.  In addition, the raccoon has no predators in Germany and carries a roundworm which can be dan-
gerous for humans and pets.  Another invasive animal, the raccoon dog, native to east Asia, hunts protected 
birds breeding in wetlands, grasslands or coastal areas in Germany. 

The Central Hazardous Waste Storage Area, located at 
Building #147, Conn Barracks, provides a one-stop turn-in 
point for Hazardous Waste.  The waste is properly sorted and 
disposed of through the Environmental Division.  
HW acceptance 
All types of HW 
NO regular trash, ammunition, radioactive materials, medical 
waste, foreign excess property 
Operation Hours: 
Tuesdays  0900-1500 or by appointment 
Closed on American and German Holidays 
In urgent cases exceptions are possible in coordination with 
Environmental Division 
Contact Information: 
Directorate of Public Works, Bldg. 251 
DSN 354-6795, CIV 09721-96-6795 
Mobile:  0162-2709400 or 0162-2709409 
environmental-usag-schweinfurt-dpw @eur.army.mil 

 

This newsletter also appears online at http://www.schweinfurt.army.mil/ For older editions see the archive at  
http://www.schweinfurt.army.mil/directorates/dpw/environmental/environmental_newsletter.htm 

N B C  P r o t e c t i v e  C l o t h i n g  
If you need to turn in Nuclear Biological or Chemical (NBC) protec-
tive clothing, you should first contact the Joint Equipment Assess-
ment Program for Chemical and Biological defense (JEAP) per the 
NBC SOP, especially if you have a large quantity of property. 
For small quantities please contact the Supply Activity Kaiserslau-
tern (SAK) at DSN 483-8278 to discuss turning the property over to 
SAK where it will be disposed of.  
For any Demilitarization (Demil)-related questions please do not 
hesitate to call the Centralized Demil Center , Kaiserslautern, at 
DSN 483-8229. 


