
Early Bird 14 – 20 April 
 
SECURITY/SAFETY 
 
City utility works will flush water pipe nets (April 17)  
The city utility works will flush the city’s water pipe nets as well as the water pipe nets in the 
communities of Niederwerrn and Dittelbrunn to counteract adverse affects on the water quality 
caused by deposits on the pipes. The area that will be affected until April 19 is south of the Bergl 
school center, Ignaz-Schön-Strasse, Niederwerrner Strasse, Am Oberen Marienbach and 
Mainberger Strasse. During the period April 23 – 26 and May 2 – 4, the area north of the above 
mentioned locations will be affected and on May 3 and 4the communities Niederwerrn and 
Dittelbrunn. 
 
Attacks with irritant gases increase (April 14)  
The police are intensively searching for an unknown offender who was dressed in black and 
attacked pedestrians in downtown Würzburg last Thursday evening. Three similar incidents have 
occurred within the last couple of days. Presently attacks such as this have been reported 
throughout Germany. On Friday afternoon the “Römerpassage” in downtown Mainz had to be 
evacuated because two men had attacked each other with irritant gas and 14 people suffered 
irritations of their eyes, mouth and nose mucosal membranes. Earlier this month, a shopping 
center in Parchim, Mecklenburg-Vorpommern had to be evacuated and in February a high school 
in Frankfurt had to be evacuated where 28 students sustained injuries. The most severe incident 
happened in November 2011 in Munich when 93 people became victims of a sprayer. 
 
LEADERS/POLITICS 
 
Tour of U.S. Army Schweinfurt, visitors impressed (April 19)  
The U.S. Army will leave Schweinfurt no later than the fall of 2014. Garrison Commander Lt. 
Col. Michael Runey invited Lord Mayor Sebastian Remele and members of city council and city 
administration to a tour of the installations at Ledward Barracks, Askren Manor and York Town 
Village. Remele deemed it necessary to explain to the members of the city main and finance 
committees that this tour was not public and limited to a reasonable number of participants, 
according to the wishes of the garrison leadership for security reasons. The explanation was 
given to counteract remarks published in the newspaper that a secret visit closed to the public 
was planned. Lord Mayor Remele revealed that the delegation of the city council was impressed 
with the “surprisingly good condition” of the buildings, mainly the apartment houses. Also 
impressive were the dimensions of the multiplex developed areas. The city faces a great 
challenge when developing concepts for a new use. The invitation shows that the friendship that 
has been furthered for decades built the basis for mutual support. The city wants to make the 
Americans stay until 2014 as comfortable as possible and the Americans want to help with the 
preparations for the so far not known new use of the properties. 
 
Negotiations done in Schweinfurt for metal workers (April 18)  
On Thursday, April 19 the city of Schweinfurt will be the place for tariff negotiations for 
755,000 employees of the Bavarian metal and electrical industry for the first time. The 
negotiation committee of the industry labor union IG Metall and the Association of the Bavarian 



metal and electrical industry will negotiate the current tariff demands at the conference center in 
Schweinfurt-Maininsel. The labor union IG Metall demands a 6.5 percent pay increase, 
permanent employment for the young people once they have completed their apprenticeships 
more co-determination for the works councils in regards to subcontracted labor and same pay for 
subcontractors and permanent workers. So far the employer side has not made an offer according 
to spokesperson for the IG Metall Schweinfurt, Peter Kippes. 
 
One-stop rescue (April 18)  
Integrated emergency rescue operations center. Beginning this summer all rescue personnel 
within the Main-Rhön region will be alerted from Schweinfurt.  By the end of July the Integrated 
Emergency Rescue Operations Center (ILS) in Schweinfurt will assume its full duties. Then all 
rescue services, including fire departments, auxiliary services within the Main-Rhön region will 
be alerted from Schweinfurt. The area includes the city and county of Schweinfurt as well as the 
counties of Haßberge, Rhön-Grabfeld and Bad Kissingen – an area as large as the Saarland with 
almost half a million residents. The begin of the ILS was delayed for several years. In Bavaria 
are 20 ILS are in operation.  
 
Garrison commander explains balancing act (April 17)  
It can be expected that the current number of the American population will be reduced by half by 
the summer of 2013. In the summer of 2014 the American population will reduce further. The 
garrison assumes that the closure of the garrison will be done in the fall of 2014. This timeline 
for the drawdown of troops was provided by the USAG Public Affairs Office. Garrison 
Commander Lt. Col. Runey had provided detailed information in regard to the drawdown during 
a recently held town hall meeting and at the same time explained the challenges connected with 
the drawdown. The 172nd Separate Infantry Brigade in Grafenwoehr, which still has troops 
stationed in Schweinfurt will deactivate by October 2013. The time line for relocation or 
drawdown of most units is still not known. However, the 44th ESB has recently announced that it 
will move its three companies from August to Grafenwoehr in August 2012. Even though the 
garrison will get smaller it will still provide schools for the families with children. Runey said: 
“We still have two entire school years until the summer of 2014 and we expect the next year to 
be similar to this year.” Presently the school year 2013/14 is the last school year planned for the 
Schweinfurt garrison. Runey also made clear that with a shrinking number of employees the 
garrison will not be able to provide all the services. “What can we cut?” The garrison 
commander has established a priority list: First priority support to the Army’s combat capability, 
second priority is to ensure life, health and safety on the installation. The command’s third priority is to 
support and strengthen the Schweinfurt community. 
 
HEALTH/WELLNESS 
 
Spring time is “Spargel” time (April 14)  
Spargel farmers offer tips for buyers. “Fresh Spargel has to squeak.” It tastes best as fresh as 
possible, preferably harvested in the morning. The old Romans already knew that Spargel was 
very healthy because it had a lot of vitamins and minerals such as potassium, calcium and 
nitrogen and helps cleansing the body. Compared to other vegetables spargel is relatively 
expensive – early in the season a kilogram costs about 10 Euro – this is why it used to be called a 
vegetable for the “upper class”. 
 



Lower Franconian won title “Mister Gay World 2012” (April 14)  
Andreas Derleth from Hassfurt, Lower Franconia won the title “Mister Gay World 2012” in 
Johannesburg, South Africa. The 1.90 meter tall, muscular “dream of a man” wants to support all 
efforts in support of strengthening the rights of gay people. The 32-year old Master of Business 
Administration competed against 21 other good looking gay men in Johannesburg. His education 
apparently helped him in the interview. He graduated from the Regiomontanus-Gymnasium 
(High School) in Hassfurt with the best exam in Chemistry, studied business management at the 
university of Heidenheim, had a manager career that took him on a business trip to New Zealand 
where he has been living since 2008. 
 


