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SAFETY/SECURITY 
 
Police discover 27 weapons at student house in Memmingen (May 31)  
One week after an amok alert at Linden School in Memmingen—about 3.5 hours south of 
Schweinfurt—where a 14-year old student brought two pistols and a bobby pistol to school, 
where he fired a shot in the cafeteria and several shots on the sport field, the police searched the 
student’s house and confiscated 37 weapons. The student’s 53-year old father will face charges 
for violation of the weapons and explosive laws since he possessed excessive amounts of gun 
powder for reloading shells and did not store his weapons according to German law. 
 
Without a license or registration (May 30)  
On Sunday, at approximately 3 p.m. a 24-year old U.S. Soldier was stopped during a traffic 
control in Hainlainstrasse, Niederwerrn, because his motorcycle had no license plate. As it 
transpired the motorcycle was not registered, not insured and the Soldier did not possess a 
license. The Soldier was turned over to the military police. 
 
Tractor-trailer turned over – 20 tons of scrap metal spilled on the road (May 26)  
On Friday morning a 20-ton tractor-trailer turned-over, spilling 20 tons of scrap metal on the B 
286 at the exit to A 70. The driver sustained minor injuries and was first treated on the scene then 
taken to a nearby hospital for further treatment. The accident occurred at 5:50 in the morning. 
The police suspect that the driver was travelling too fast. A backhoe equipped with a magnet was 
used to load the scrap metal back onto the truck and a recovery crane was used to get the trailer 
back onto the rig. In addition the vehicle spilled gasoline and oil therefore approximately 30 
cubic meters of soiled ground had to be excavated and disposed off. The driver, a 39-year old 
man from the county of Bad Kissingen caused €20,000 damage. 
 
City utility company excavate streets in Schweinfurt (May 26)  
Starting this week pipes will be laid in Wilhelm-Georg Street. The work is expected to be 
completed by the end of June. Further construction work will be conducted in Ernst-Sachs-
Strasse/Uferstrasse where electric lines will be replaced in the pedestrian walks and the green 
areas. The work should be completed by the end of October. Traffic obstructions can be 
expected. 
 
LEADERS/POLITICS 
 
SPD Party makes recommendation for conversion after the drawdown of the U.S. Army 
(May 31)  
Schweinfurt’s SPD party proposed that the areas vacated by the U.S. Army in Schweinfurt be 
used for more residential areas as well as for small and medium size businesses, to reduce the 
city’s dependency on large businesses. According to an announcement the connection between 
residing, living and working should be created in a manner that is socially and ecologically 
lasting. 
 



Schweinfurt’s residents are getting more and more annoyed about increasing trash in 
parks (May 30)  
Tuesday morning, after Pentecost weekend the citizens of Schweinfurt had enough. They posted 
photos showing trash piles in the Châteaudun-Park. Broken bottles, empty tetra packs and 
aluminum cans. They also asked why they had to carry plastic bags to pick up after their dogs if 
on the other hand people leave their trash and use the bushes as restrooms. City official Jochen 
Müller is aware of the problem. He said that the Châteaudun Park is not the center of gravity – 
far worse are the area around the ‘Baggersee’ (lake) and in the ‘Wehranlagen’ (City Park). When 
the weather is nice those areas are used by juveniles to pre-party before going to the disco. On 
the weekends including Pentecost weekend the city sends their park patrols where they are most 
needed to prevent escalations. To avoid that citizens have to live with that problem the city will 
increase its park patrols and enforce its “Park Rules” which indicate that the water fountain in the 
city park is not for swimming and that parks cannot be used as restrooms. In addition, a fine for 
drinking in public, on the street and in parks range from €50 – 2,500, according to Müller.  
 
Olympic park will be renovated for €400 million (May 30)  
The large area in the northern part of Munich with its famous tent-roof is not only one of the 
outstanding sights in Munich but is also one of the world-class architectural works of post World 
War II Germany. Even though the area was used as a soccer stadium, a concert arena for Elton 
John, Bon Jovi and other world stars, and as a recreation area for joggers and walkers, after 40 
years the ravages of time have made extensive renovations necessary. According the Lord Mayor 
Christian Ude of Munich, the park is the best example worldwide for use of an Olympic park 
after the games are over. Until today the Olympic park is very popular. Tourists from all over the 
world stop here to take photos of the famous tent roof and the TV tower. Professional athletes as 
well as recreational athletes train in the swimming pool and families make trips to the Olympic 
lake. On Aug. 26 the 40th anniversary of the Olympic park and the 40th anniversary of the 
opening of the Olympic Games in 1972 will be celebrated with a big event. 
 
City – this wall does not fit into the picture (May 29)  
Turning over the memorial for all U.S. Soldiers who have ever been stationed in Schweinfurt had 
to be postponed. Looking for a centrally located, dignified place to erect a memorial for all U.S. 
Soldiers who have ever been stationed in Schweinfurt, a place was found in the old cemetery 
near the “Virgin’s Kiss” tower. The dedication of the uncompleted memorial site was performed 
by the Veterans of Foreign Wars on Veteran’s Day 2011. The completed memorial – an eagle 
and name plates were still missing—should have been dedicated on Memorial Day 2012. 
However, the ceremony had to be postponed because of the wall built around the memorial 
which the city does not like. The Schweinfurt artists Steff Bauer and Sören Ernst have designed 
the memorial. In the center on a flat circle is a five-pointed star, military symbol of the U.S. 
Army. The five points represent the 50 States of the USA, as well as the inner order living in all 
things, for harmony and organic growth. The star is also a mosaic made out of geometrical parts 
– it is a symbol for tearing apart, as well as putting together and symbolizes the “working 
together of many among equals,” according to a concept paper by the artists. Situated on the star 
will be a stele carrying an eagle. The eagle shall come out of the rock but shall not be completely 
carved out. The eagle is not so much meant as a national symbol but more as a combining 
element since it can represent the USA as well as Germany and the city of Schweinfurt. Around 
this monument a 12-meter long brick wall was built. The families of the Soldiers can purchase a 



brick and can mount a name plate on it. This wall is built of light-colored bricks. The city does 
not like it in its present condition and color, since it does not match the surrounding of the former 
cemetery. Also the artist Steff Bauer was not too happy with it. After an on-site inspection last 
week, a compromise will be made. The bricks will be encased with natural stones according to 
the city’s construction director Jochen Müller.  The final decision should be made in about two 
weeks. 
 
ECONOMY 
 
Unemployment Rate decreased in May – Bavaria is on the lowest level in 20 years (June 1) 
According to the most recent statistics there were 235,509 people, or about 3.5 percent in 
Bavaria unemployed. The unemployment rate for Germany is 6.7 percent, for Lower Franconia it 
is 3.2 percent and for Schweinfurt 3.4 percent. 
 
German solar equipment produced more electricity than 20 nuclear power plants (May 29) 
The warm weather during the Pentecost weekend helped to produce 20,000 megawatt of 
electricity in Germany, according to the International Economic Forum (IEF) in Münster. This is 
a record. There is no other country on earth that has solar equipment that produces 20,000 
megawatt of electricity. According to Norbert Allnoch, Director (IEF) German solar plants are 
able to cover even additional demand/peak hours such as around lunch time. The high production 
of solar energy in a country with limited hours of sunshine is mainly connected to the fact that 
Germany has already more than one million solar equipments installed.  
 
SPORT 
 
FC 05 Schweinfurt tied 0:0 against a strong SV Schalding-Heinig in a return game. (May 
29)  The soccer club FC 05 Schweinfurt made it to the second relegation round for the regional 
soccer league. The team demonstrated strong nerves, competitive spirit and achieved a 0:0 tie in 
the game against SV Schalden-Heinig. This tie and the 1:1 in the first game gave them enough 
points according to the current judging for the Cup.       
 
 
EVENTS 
 
20TH Honky-Tonk Festival in Schweinfurt (May 26) 
The 20th Honky-Tonk Festival will take place in Schweinfurt July 7 and will include 50 Bands 
and DJs on 30 stages in various areas downtown Schweinfurt. Tickets will go for sale June 11. 
Tickets purchased in advance cost €12 on the day of the event €14 per person. Additional info is 
provided at www.honky-tonk.de. 
                      

http://www.honky-tonk.de/

