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SAFETY/SECURITY 
 
Fighting dog bit six year old boy in the head (16 November, 2012)  A six-year old boy from 
Helmstadt near Würzburg was bit in the head several times by a seven year old fighting dog a 
“Dogo Argentina” which his mother and her partner had just gotten a few weeks ago.  According 
to the law this type of dog has to be registered and has to be tested for aggressiveness.  The dog 
was never registered since the couple had gotten it from Saxony where this is not required by 
law.  However; the family would have had to register the dog as soon as they brought him from 
Saxony.  The boy was taken to a hospital for treatment of his serious injuries; however; he is not 
in critical condition.  The police are investigating the case and the couple will be charged with 
assault due to negligence.   
 
Tour busses fail technical inspections (TÜV) – 15 per cent have defects (15 November, 
2012)  In Germany more and more busses fail technical inspections because of technical defects.  
The number of tour and public service busses that fail technical inspections because of major 
technical defects increased to 15.2 % compared to 13.8 % the previous year.  Most deficiencies 
were found on the lights (every fifth bus) but also engine defects, rust damage and axle problems 
were found.  According to Klaus Brügge, Manager of the TÜV the development is not alarming 
but serious.  The percentage of busses with considerable deficiencies has been increasing for 
several years.  In the first evaluation in 2010 the rate was at 12.4%.  According to TÜV statistics 
only 54.6 % of the busses had no deficiencies, 30.1 % had minor deficiencies and 0.2 % were 
unsafe for traffic and were taken out of operation.  The technical inspection agency (TÜV) urged 
not to save on maintenance.  For busses safety inspections are required every three months and 
one main inspection every year.  
 
LEADERS/POLITICS 
 
“Apartments for practice” for homeless people – city goes new ways:  Trying to get people 
without a home used to living a structured life.  With the project “apartments for practice” 
the welfare office is trying to get people out of homeless shelters into their own apartments.  
(16 November, 2012)  In Schweinfurt Euerbacher Strasse 11 is the address for the homeless.  
Who lives there has lost everything – even his/her own four walls.  The place is known as 
homeless shelter and presently there are 33 to 35 people living there.  Two of them will be able 
to leave and get their own apartments beginning of next year where they have to get used to 
living on their own again and also try to get a job at least visit the employment agency on a 
regular basis.  Also if there is a drug problem continuing treatment.  These are the conditions the 
city requires for financing the apartments.  The city will finance the apartments for three to six 
months.  The user will not sign a rental contract but an agreement in which he/she agrees to 
fulfill certain requirements.  After three to six months trial period the occupants should be able to 
find an own apartment and make the “practice” apartment available for someone else.  Lord 
Mayor Remele welcomes this project.  He stated:  “I can imagine that taking care of your 
apartment motivates to return to social structures.”  The project is a trial and no one knows if it 
will be successful; however; it is worth a try getting people back on their feet. 
 



City’s budget:  Eight million Euros will be spent on culture.  (15 November, 2012)  The 
city’s culture office needs an additional 7, 781,564 Euros for 2013.  The increase of 700,000 
Euros compared to the previous year is needed for the planned six-month long Bavarian state 
exhibition “Main (river) and Ocean”.   For the supporting program for the Bavarian state 
exhibition, which will be financed with 1.5 million Euros by the house of Bavarian history, 
760,000 Euros have been budgeted.  The city expects 150,000 Euros in return from the tickets 
sold.   
 
The Eagle unites the nations – On American Veteran’s Day the monument in honor of 
American Soldiers was dedicated (12 November, 2012)  On Sunday the American Veteran’s 
Day on which the nation honors its Soldiers, a monument in honor of all American Soldiers who 
have served in Schweinfurt was dedicated in the lower West corner of the old cemetery.  For the 
Veterans of Foreign Wars (VFW)  a long-cherished wish came true.  This is the first monument 
in honor of American Soldiers that has been erected outside of U.S. casernes in Germany praised 
guest speaker Sissy Borel, vice president of the National Ladies Auxiliary.  She thanked the 
people of Schweinfurt for a nearly 70-year old partnership.  In his speech Sean Hillyer, 
Commander of VFW, stated:  “This monument stands for all U.S. Soldiers who have served in 
Schweinfurt for more than 60 years but also for the partnership between Americans and 
Germans.”  The present and last Commander of the USAG Schweinfurt, LTC (P) Michael D. 
Runey addressed the friendship that has developed between two nations in the course of decades.  
“The world is looking at the longest period of peace in history – also as a consequence of this 
alliance.  When the U.S. Army will depart in 2014 this farewell will be a great success – namely 
overcoming the Cold War” he stated.   Lord Mayor Remele stated:  “This place in the old 
cemetery where 40,000 Schweinfurt citizens have been buried is a worthy place for the 
monument in honor of American Soldiers.  The idea for this and its execution came before the 
closure of the USAG Schweinfurt was announced.”  Remele sketched a development during 
which the Americans changed from occupiers to allies and friends.  He stated:  “I am glad that 
the American Garrison has found a dignified place for this monument.”  The eagle does not only 
represent the United States of America but it is also the heraldic animal of the Federal Republic 
of Germany and the city of Schweinfurt. 
 
U.S. Army properties:  Many Ideas – but not many concrete plans – Interim report:  
Askren Manor will remain a residential area – caserne gates still closed for consultants.  
(10 November, 2012)  Mixed use for Ledward Barracks and large-scale logistic and leisure 
facilities in Conn Barracks.  The American housing areas Askren Manor, Yorktown Village and 
Kessler Field will remain residential areas also in the future and the military training area 
“Brönnhof” will remain a countryside and nature area.  This is how the approximately 30 square 
kilometer areas in and around Schweinfurt can be used after the drawdown of the U.S. Army by 
the end of 2014.  This is how Heiko Schultz, company FIRU GmbH phrased his interim report 
on the conversion during the first conference of the conversion committee at the office of the 
county commissioner.  A value benefit analysis examines five criteria – living, office/service, 
retail, trade, logistics, hotels/leisure/tourism as well as education/schools/university.  Ledward 
Barracks is not ideal for any of those criteria; however; with respective development it could 
have a wide combination use such as:  In the north area as a residential area - not along 
Niederwerrner Strasse because of the emission.  Askren Manor also a wide combination of use 
with preference as residential area, commercial, trades and crafts that do not generate too much 



noise, in general also schools/university or hotels would be possible.  Conn Barracks would be 
ideal for large-scale logistic and leisure facilities.  News for the conversion council was the fact 
that the consultants were still not able to access the U.S. Army installations.  A date had been 
coordinated but was cancelled at short notice stated Heike Piasecki of company BulwienGesa 
AG; however; for the present focus on property segments this was not so important.  The final 
report is due in March 2013. 
 
ECONOMY 
 
Company Fresenius in Schweinfurt produced 500,000 dialysis machines – more than half of 
the world market (14 November, 2012)  On Tuesday the 500,000th dialysis machines came off 
the belt at Fresenius Medical Care (FMC) in Schweinfurt, as part of the 5008 series which has 
won several prizes. The machine will be donated to the German Kidney foundation.   Plant 
manager Christoph Sahm spoke about a strong growth during the last two years.  Fresenius 
delivers more than half of all dialysis machines worldwide.  60 percent of them are produced in 
Schweinfurt, the remaining part in Walnut Creek in California where the modules from 
Schweinfurt are mounted for the North American market.  Production in Schweinfurt began in 
1979 with 40 employees who delivered 36 machines in the first year.  Today 1,300 employees 
produce 25,000 machines per year.  Chief of Development, Gail Brown, stated it is not only a 
matter of the machines but also improving the quality of life for patients.  Presently there are 
worldwide two million patients who undergo treatment with a continuously increasing tendency 
without taking into consideration that only 20% of the world population has the possibility to 
undergo treatment.  Kent Wanzek, production chairman stated that the production of 500,000 
machines is proof of their technological and economical success.  Also in the future FMC will 
make  improvements in all areas to make the dialysis machine as simple and safe as possible for 
the continuously increasing patients worldwide and at the same time guarantee a reasonable 
price. 
 
With the Army  - the car dealers are leaving – Clearance Sale at two car dealers who 
specialized in cars for American customers (13 November, 2012)  It is still several months 
away; nevertheless the end is in sight:  The car exchange on Euerbacher Strasse has posted 
“Clearance Sale” signs for weeks.  The “AMP” branch office next door does not have signs 
posted yet; however; it also specializes in cars for U.S. customers and will close in a year.  In the 
fall of 2014 all U.S. Soldiers and their families will be gone because the USAG Schweinfurt will 
be closed.  Therefore there will be no more customers for that type of business.    
Clear consequence for the owner Horst Faber:  “AMP Military Sales” will be closed here in 
Schweinfurt by the end of 2013 or the beginning of 2014.  The personnel, Manager Dave Gray 
and his assistant will be offered jobs in other towns, i.e. Ansbach, Illesheim, Garmisch or 
Grafenwöhr.”  Horst Faber states in regard to the closure of the USAG Schweinfurt and 
Bamberg.  “We have had a business in Grafenwoehr for six years where 15,000 Soldiers are 
stationed and another 30,000 were expected to move there in connection with the closure of 
Schweinfurt and Bamberg.  “I move my business to where the U.S. Army goes, if it comes to it 
I’ll move to the Czech Republic and Poland as well” said Horst Faber.  Right next to “AMP” car 
exchange – U.S. Specs Military Car Sales operates a business for Audi, VW and Toyota.  The 
dealer ship near the U.S. housing area Askren Manor opened in 1984.  Richard Curry, the 



manager states that “Military Sales” would celebrate its 30th anniversary in 2014 – if they still 
will be open then.” 
 
Harvey Barracks in Kitzingen will be sold (10 November, 2012) The two square kilometer 
large Harvey Barracks including the former U.S. airfield in Kitzingen will be sold.  Buyer is 
company Blumquadrat from Iphofen.  The project developer will purchase the area from the 
Federal Agency for Real Estate matters (BImA) in 2012, according to Manager Markus Blum.  
Precondition is an agreement for development of the area and a successful negotiation with the 
office of the county commissioner in regard to contaminated sites.  Company Blumquadrat plans 
a 0.65 square kilometer large industrial park and a possible reactivation of the airfield.  
  


