
EARLY BIRD 17 – 23 November 2012 
 
SAFETY/SECURITY 
 
Crashes involving wild animals cause 10,000 Euros damage (21 November, 2012)   
On Monday evening a rabbit caused an accident resulting in 1,000 Euros damage.  On SW 30 
between Zell and Schweinfurt a deer ran into a car causing 750 Euros damage.  On Monday 
afternoon the driver of a public service bus was not able to avoid a deer on state road 2280 near 
Stadtlauringen.  The damage on the bus amounts to 8,000 Euros.  Also on Monday a rabbit ran 
across state road 2446 near Schnackenwerth causing an accident with 500 Euros damage.  The 
police advise all drivers to drive extremely careful and to watch out for wild animals.  
 
Ghost driver caused accident on A 5 near Offenburg claiming 5 lives  (19 November, 2012)   
A 20-year old ghost driver in a white BMW caused an accident when he collided head on, at 
high speed, with a minivan carrying five passengers.  The driver of the BMW and the driver and 
passengers in the minivan were killed instantly.  A female driver who arrived first at the scene of 
the accident stopped and parked her car on the emergency lane; unfortunately  the driver of a car 
behind her did not see her because of thick fog and ran over her – the woman was admitted to a 
hospital in serious condition.  The A 5 was blocked for several hours. 
 
LEADERS/POLITICS 
 
City wants to open more public toilets downtown Schweinfurt (21 November, 2012)  On 
Tuesday one day after “World Toilet Day” the city’s finance committee decided to put up signs 
and maps with the locations of public toilets.  The city has a total of 16 public toilets five of them 
are accessible for people with disabilities.  However; the situation will approve with the 
completion of the underground garage “Kunsthalle” in spring 2013 which will also include a 
public toilet accessible for people with disabilities.  Further more signs will be posted pointing to 
the public toilets in the “Kunsthalle” (art gallery), at the Youth Hostel, Conference Center, 
Silvana (swimming pool), Willy-Sachs-Stadium and the Theater.  Public toilets are also located 
at the Museum Georg Schäfer, the city library, the town hall and the music school.  Furthermore, 
a city plan including the locations of all public toilets will be posted at the town hall passage way 
near the tourist information, at the train station and at the “Stadtgalerie” (city mall).  Also there 
are several “public” toilets in the city mall. 
 
City must offer incentives for investors – Conversion:  Lord Mayor and members of the 
city council take a look at the success story of Hanau (20 November, 2012)  In Hanau the 
news concerning the drawdown of the U. S. Army announced in June 2008 came like a bomb 
shell.  By the end of the year 30,000 Soldiers and their families had left and 13 installations and 
an area of 3.4 square kilometers were vacant.  In Schweinfurt an area of 1 square kilometer will 
become vacant in the area of the city of Schweinfurt.  Four years later visitors are amazed what 
has happened with the areas.  Some of the casernes and facilities have been completely 
renovated.  First of all living space was created in all price categories.  For other areas concrete 
plans were made which drew an amazing number of investors.  Only one area is still in the 
consideration phase.  The success story of Hanau has gotten around in other communities 



affected by the drawdown.  Many of the conversion representatives; however; contacted Hanau 
by telephone or email only.  To come to look at the sites is the exception. 
 The delegation from Schweinfurt lead by Lord Mayor Remele included all four department 
chiefs, as well as representatives of the city’s housing construction office, the city’s  Utility 
department, the fraction chiefs of the CSU, SPD, SWL and the Free voters and the conversion 
representative Mr. Schnabel who spent an entire Saturday in Hanau.  Hanau and Schweinfurt are 
comparable in many ways.  Both cities were destroyed in World War II, both are industrial and 
garrison cities and have vacancies downtown.  However; there is one grave difference, which can 
explain the speed of the conversion:  The closeness to Frankfurt.  The megacity is only 18 
kilometers away.  Many people who work and live there are no longer willing to pay the high 
prices for apartments.  In Hanau there are apartments in all prices available, after the drawdown 
of the U.S. Army.  The Chief of City Development, Martin Bieberle told the visitors from 
Schweinfurt that the city passed the 90,000 residents mark just recently.  Half of the people who 
moved to new or renovated apartments on former U.S. Army properties moved within Hanau the 
other half are new citizens.  In four years the city gained 2,700 new citizens and when more 
apartments will become available in former casernes, the city will continue to grow.  Well since 
Schweinfurt has no Frankfurt close by what can they take along from Hanau?  A great deal!  In 
Hanau the city as planner, the Federal Agency for Real Estate Matters (BImA) as owner of the 
properties and investors were partners from the beginning.  Hanau also employed a team of 
external conversion experts.  Hanau did not count on a time consuming assessment study for all 
areas but did a point by point assessment for all 13 areas.  The city of Hanau made an agreement 
with BImA in March 2009 including the core goals.   
The bottom line for Schweinfurt:  The city has not pictured BImA as a “specter” from the 
beginning.  A conversion agreement according to the Hanau model is possible.  Remele and 
Schnabel stated:  “The city has to know what it wants” .  Suggestions from the citizen panel 
“civil arena” will also be taken into consideration.  Important are own settlements as initiators for 
investors.  What the city also learned is that a community does not have to buy all properties.  
Also impressive was the speed in which Hanau executed the conversion which will make an 
impact. 
 
Inclusion and the rights of people with special needs (20 November, 2012)  The subject 
inclusion – the equal participation of all people in social life – has been become a matter of 
public discussions for several years.  The main question has been if children with special needs 
should attend the same schools and participate in the same lessons as children with no special 
needs.    The subject of the discussion at St. Michael’s church in Schweinfurt was the United 
Nations (UN) convention on the rights of persons with disabilities.  The convention signed by 
Germany in 2009 commits all member states to guarantee that all people with disabilities can 
participate within reason in all areas of social life.   
That the UN resolution was necessary shows the example of a father from Poppenhausen who 
had to fight for years to enable his now 24-year old son, who was born with the Down-syndrome, 
to attend a regular school.  Today he is fighting to get his son a job in a “normal” working place 
to get him out of the workshops for disabled people.  However; there are many obstacles to 
overcome.  Rainer Kreuzer a social pedagogue and journalist from Hamburg states that there is 
an error in the system if large numbers of disabled persons are excluded from participating in 
social life. For the charity organizations the present system with workshops, schools and special 



living accommodations is a big business.  Therefore there is no incentive for changes, such as 
more inclusion.  
 
City of Schweinfurt will spend 18.5 million Euros for children and Youth (20 November, 
2012)  The city’s budget for youth programs and day care for children will increase from 17 
million Euros this year to 18.5 million Euros next in 2013.  Deducting the contributions from the 
State of Bavaria the city’s share of the cost is 13, 312,119 Euros.  740,000 Euros will be spent 
for day care facilities.  162,252 Euros for children and youth programs, 4,114,550 Euros for 
educational measures, 922,000 Euros for foster care and integration measures, 1,703,284 for 
administration, 155, 400 Euros for day care, 966,705 Euros for children and youth programs in 
the city’s facilities, 697,706 Euros for counseling for parents and youth and 95,527 for the child 
protection office.  Next year a big sum (927,500 Euros – half will be paid by the State of 
Bavaria)  will be spent for day care centers for children under 3 years old according to a new law 
that requires a day care place for every child.   
 
Illegal Workers (19 November, 2012)  Illegal workers can be found anywhere – in families, for 
example as cleaning ladies or care-givers, in red light districts, in construction work, restaurants, 
transport industry, security companies, cleaning firms, etc.  The damage for the state is enormous 
and punishment for those who get caught is steep.  For example person or a company who 
employs a foreigner who does not have a work permit or an employer who does not pay 
minimum wages can expect a fine up to half a million Euros.  The fight against illegal 
employment in Germany is done by customs.  At the central customs office in Schweinfurt seven 
customs officers belong to the so-called inspection department “Prevention”.  Their area of 
operation is the Main-Rhön area i.e. the city and county of Schweinfurt, the Hassberge, Rhön-
Grabfeld and Bad Kissingen counties.  Inspections are performed unannounced and in all 
branches where illegal workers are common.  Also subjects for inspections are employers who 
have not registered their employees in the social security system, who do not pay legal minimum 
wages, or employ foreigners without a work permit or who let foreign workers work for fewer 
wages and in worse conditions.  But also people who have a job and still receive welfare are on 
the list of the customs officers. 
 
ECONOMY       
 
Hail storm in June caused damages in the millions -   Up to 10,000 cars in Lower Franconia 
were battered.  (17 November, 2012)   The majority of the damages caused by a hail storm on 
29 June 2012 have been settled.   Glass roofs and glass houses were shattered and numerous cars 
were damaged.  What so far only estimators, craftsmen and  insurance companies knew is that 
ten thousand cars were damaged in the region Würzburg, Schweinfurt and Bad Kissingen and the 
total damage amounts  to  multi-million Euro sum.                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                             
 
SPORT 
 
The Mighty Dogs win two games after several defeats (19 November, 2012)  With a complete 
squad and a stronger team the Mighty Dogs won against the EHC Klostersee 4:2 last Friday and 
also won the game against the EV Weiden 6:4 on Sunday.  The two victories and the way the 



team played those games gives hope that the losing streak is over and that the Mighty Dogs are 
on course for further success. 


