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LEADERS/POLITICS 
 
 
No official farewell ceremony planned for Schweinfurt County Commissioner (Dec. 15)  
When County Commissioner Leitherer will turn over his office to his successor Jan. 31 next 
month, there will be no official farewell ceremony. Leitherer made that clear during a recent 
meeting of the county council. In his usual year-end speech he struck a short balance of his 18 
years in office and thanked the council members for their support. Florin Töpper, who 
surprisingly won the elections in September, will assume the duties of County Commissioner 
Feb. 1, 2013. Deputy County Commissioner Paul Heuler used the last county council meeting to 
acknowledge Leitherer’s accomplishments. Leitherer stated: “99 percent of it was fun and it has 
been an honor for me to work for the county.” In his speech Paul Heuler acknowledged Leitherer 
for almost 20 years of outstanding service for the county as well as his personal engagement. 
During that time he became the “epitome of a County Commissioner.”  Leitherer used his year-
end speech to reflect on some of his major accomplishments—one of them being the now 
leading position of the county of Schweinfurt which used to be the “poorhouse” of Bavaria.  
 
 
SAFETY/SECURITY 
 
 
Explosives found in a train in Würzburg, apprently (Dec. 20)  
In a regional train at the Würzburg main train station, a black travelling bag was found – possibly 
containing explosives. The owner was requested to claim the bag over a loud speaker system. 
When no one came to claim the bag, the Federal Police were notified. An explosives detection 
dog was brought to the scene and indicated that the bag contained explosives. At 4:35 p.m. the 
Würzburg Police announced a bomb alarm. Three gates at the train station and a bridge were 
temporarily blocked off. Explosives specialists arrived from Frankfurt and examined the 
suspicious luggage and prepared for defusing or detonating the bomb. At 8 p.m. witnesses 
noticed an easing of tension and the situation being under control. A statement by the Federal 
Police was not available at that time. The railroad traffic in the area of Würzburg was impeded 
only for a short time and in the evening traffic was back to normal. 
 
Alarm systems warn of icy roads – Interior Secretary introduces new system (Dec. 15)  
A network of alarm systems on highways and federal roads will warn of icy roads early. Joachim 
Herrmann, Bavarian Secretary of the Interior, introduced the new system last Friday in Erlangen. 
The systems provide important information for snow and ice control teams. So far 227 warning 
systems have been installed on highways in Bavaria. On the federal and state roads 170 systems 
were installed. The goal is to measure the humidity as well as the air and street temperature. In 
the Nürnberg area, 10 of the systems have been installed—one costing €30,000. In northern 
Bavaria there are 60 systems in operation. The humidity and temperatures can be called up 
centrally and are shown on a map. A camera takes photos of the road surface to document the 
condition. The new system allows better coordination of gritting and salting teams and makes it 
possible to react quicker in case of icy roads. Using the photos it can be checked if the measures 



were successful. 2,850 employees work in 96 highway and road maintenance depots. They are 
working with 750 vehicles to keep the roads free. There are approximately 25,000 kilometers of 
highways, federal and state roads in Bavaria. 
 
Two cars landed in the Main river (Dec. 15)  
A 47-year old man drove into the quay wall and fell into the Main River harbor where he 
drowned in his car. So far it is not clear if the accident was caused by icy roads. A 24-year old 
female driver and three passengers had stopped earlier on a downhill road to let off another 
passenger. When the woman tried to start her car on the icy road it would not let her steer or 
break, according to a statement by the driver. She hoped that a curb would stop the car, but when 
that did not happen the four people in the car were kind of “prepared” for what was coming and 
opened all car doors before falling into the river. They suffered no injuries. The car sank in the 
river and was finally retrieved after several hours by fire departments and life guard services 
with the help of divers and a special crane.  
 
Concrete walls as protection against terrorism at Grafenrheinfeld nuclear plant (Dec. 19) 
The temporary storage facility for used nuclear fuel assemblies at the nuclear power plant in 
Grafenrheinfeld shall be further secured against possible terrorist attacks and airplane crashes. 
The operator, company E-on, plans to have 10-meter tall concrete walls constructed along the 
long sides of the storage building. The project will cost a two-digit number in the millions. 
Construction of the walls will begin end of 2013. In Grafenrheinfeld, the reoccurring exercises of 
German and American military planes in the vicinity of the nuclear power plant have caused 
concern also among local politicians in regard to the safety of the storage facility. 
 
 
ECONOMY 
 
 
SKF Ball bearing Plant cuts 500 jobs (Dec. 19)  
The announcement signed by managers of SKF GmbH, Wolfgang Gollbach and Niklas Beyes, as 
well as the chairman of the works council, Norbert Völkl, states that the reduction of jobs will 
affect more people than expected. So far it was expected that 400 employees would lose their 
jobs and it was supposed to happen on a voluntary basis. However, so far only 170 employees 
took respective offers, according to executive Manager Manfred Neubert. Now the issue is an 
“unsolved” surplus of 500 employees. The number results from already defined measures such as 
relocation of production channels, reduction in administration personnel and outsourcing of the 
cafeteria. Presently SKF in Schweinfurt employs 4,400 people. Neubert states: “The structural 
problems have existed for some time. The production of components has to be reorganized in 
order to remain competitive. Therefore the necessity to relocate smaller production lines has 
been known for years because there are too many jobs for which there is not enough work. Now 
we have to act.” Neubert stated furthermore that he had pointed out in a personnel assembly last 
January that the problems were not caused by the economy but by structure. For the reduction of 
jobs the top management in Goteborg (Sweden) still counts on volunteers, for example, a buyout 
program and attractive offers for an early retirement, which the company has to fund. However, 
since not enough employees accepted the offers it cannot be excluded that “further measures” 
will have to be taken, according to Neubert. 



 
Santa’s helpers: Delivery personnel extremely busy during Christmas (Dec. 18)  
For the delivery personnel of the DHL, postal delivery service begins at 7 a.m. and ends at 5 p.m.  
It is very hectic in the hall where thousands of packages are waiting in huge containers. At the 
beginning of the workday the delivery personnel divide the packages onto 16 trucks. Each of the 
trucks completes a certain route within the area of the city of Schweinfurt. During the Christmas 
season, there are five extra routes and up to 5,000 packages are delivered each day—twice as 
many as on an average day. Germany-wide, the number of packages delivered goes up from 3 
million to 6 million. It takes 90 minutes to load all the packages in the trucks. Once all trucks are 
on the road, the delivery personnel will work until 5 p.m., then they will have to register all the 
packages that could not be delivered because the recipients were not at home at the storage 
center once more. The delivery continues on Sunday before Christmas and Christmas Eve to 
make sure that all packages are delivered on Christmas Eve.  
 
 
SPORT 
 
 
Hockey (Dec. 17) 
Mighty Dogs won against Klostersee 7:1 and punished their opponents for an unfair play style. 
The game against Klostersee was a great victory for the Mighty Dogs. In not quite eight minutes, 
they scored four power play goals and achieved the third victory against the guests from 
Klostersee, in spite of unfair play on their side.  
 
 
 


