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Four fallen Soldiers remembered

Gutierrez-Rosales

Clouser

Gilmore

Gomez

By Mark Heeter

	 The	entire	Schweinfurt	mili-
tary	 community	 honored	 the	
memory	of	four	fallen	Soldiers	
at	a	memorial	ceremony	at	 the	
Ledward	Chapel	yesterday.
	 Sgt.	1st	Class	Luis	E.	Guti-
errez-Rosales,	38,	Spc.	Zachary	
R.	 Clouser,	 19,	 Spc.	 Richard	
Gilmore	III,	22,	and	Spc.	Dan-
iel	E.	Gomez,	21,	died	July	18	
in	Adhamiyah,	Iraq,	of	wounds	
sustained	 when	 their	 vehicle	
was	 attacked	 by	 enemy	 forces	
using	 an	 improvised	 explosive	
device and small arms fire. 
	 Gutierrez-Rosales,	 “Gut”	
as	 he	 was	 called,	 served	 with	
the Blue Spaders in their first 
deployment	 to	 Operation	 Iraqi	
Freedom	from	2004	to	2005.
	 “We	 are	 better	 men	 and	
Soldiers	 because	 of	 our	 time	
spent	with	him,”	said	Staff	Sgt.	
L a m o n t	
Baeringer,	
as	 he	 read	
the	 eulogy	
that	 Sgt.	
1st	 Class	
H e r b e r t	
Gill	gave	at	
an	 earlier	
memorial	
ceremony	
in	Iraq.	Gill	told	the	troops	who	
Gut’s	two	biggest	heroes	were.	
	 “One	 was	 God.	 And	 the	
other	–	his	biggest	hero	–	was	
you,	the	men	and	women	sitting	
to	your	 left	and	 right,	Soldiers	
serving	 to	 protect	 and	 rebuild	
Iraq,”	Gill	said.
	 Calling	Gut	the	“best	friend	
and	brother	any	man	could	ever	
hope	to	know	in	his	life	time,”	
Gill	said	that	his	fallen	comrade	
would	 do	 anything	 it	 would	
take	to	help,	even	take	a	patrol	

so	 another	 Soldier	 could	 get	
some	rest.
	 In	 remarks	 presented	 here	
by	Capt.	Jacob	White,	Lt.	Col.	
John	 Reynolds,	 1-26	 IN	 com-
mander, recalled the first con-
versation	 he	 had	 with	 Gutier-
rez-Rosales,	 	shortly	following	
the	 death	
of	 1st	 Sgt.	
J e f f r e y	
McKinney.
	 “Sir,	 I	
know	 this	
is	 a	 tough	
way	 to	
take	 com-
mand,	but	I	
want	 to	 let	
you	know	that	all	will	be	okay.		
We	 will	 get	 through	 this	 as	 a	
team.	We	will	get	 through	 this	
together,”	Reynolds	said,	quot-
ing	Gut.
	 Clouser	 deployed	 with	 the	
Blue	Spaders	on	his	nineteenth	
birthday,	having	joined	the	unit	
earlier	in	2006.
	 “We	 were	 like	 peas	 in	 a	
pod,”	 said	 Sgt.	 David	 Rangel,	
reading	 the	 tribute	 from	 Pfc.	
Chris	 Martin,	 who	 was	 battle	
buddies	 with	 Clouser	 all	 the	
way	through,	until	Clouser	left	
dismount	to	become	a	driver.
	 Martin,	who	 linked	up	with	
Clouser	 during	 their	 Hohen-
fels	 rotation,	 recalled	 that	 they	
remained	close	friends	back	in	
Germany	and	looked	forward	to	
“kicking	it”	once	they	returned	
from	Iraq.		
	 “Zach	was	not	just	a	buddy,	
not	 just	 a	 Soldier;	 he	 was	 my	
best	 friend,	and	 I	gave	him	all	
my	 trust,”	 Martin	 said,	 calling	
on	 his	 fallen	 brother	 to	 drink	
up	a	few	Coronas	for	him	until	
they	meet	again.
	 Gilmore,	 a	 native	 of	 Ala-

bama,	 became	 close	 friends	
with	 Spc.	 Antonio	 Teal,	 who	
noted	 that	 they	 were	 “both	
southern	 boys	 that	 easily	 be-
came	very	good	friends.”			
	 “Richard	loved	his	two	kids	
so	 much,	 he	 was	 always	 say-
ing	how	his	 little	boy	 is	going	
to	 grow	 up	 and	 be	 just	 like	
him,	 and	how	he	 and	his	 little	
boy	 were	 the	 ones	 that	 would	
keep	 the	 men	 away	 from	 his	
little	girl,”	Teal	said,	his	eulogy	
being	 presented	 here	 by	 Spc.	
Steve	Gutierrez.
	 “He	wanted	me	to	get	to	know	
his	family	just	like	I	wanted	him	
to	get	to	know	mine,”	Teal	said,	
recalling	nights	of	partying	and	
something	 that	 Gilmore	 loved	
as	well	–	his	Chevy	Tahoe.
	 “Richard	 would	 always	
brag	 about	 how	 he	 was	 going	
to	 make	 his	 truck	 the	 baddest	
thing	around,”	he	said.
	 Gomez,	 the	 medic	 known	
as	“Doc,”	also	 joined	 the	Blue	
Spaders	 in	 early	 2006,	 as	 the	
unit	geared	up	for	its	large	pre-
deployment	training	rotation.
	 “I	 remember	him	as	always	
smiling.	 	 Nothing	 could	 keep	
him	 down	 for	 long	 –always	
joking	and	 laughing	but	also	a	
steady rock to confide in.  He 
was	 always	 there	 through	 the	
good	 times	 along	 with	 the	 not	
so	good,”	said	Sgt.	Brian	Smith,	
relaying	 the	 earlier	 eulogy	 of	
Spc.	Robert	Sowders.
	 “He	was	
a	 friend	 to	
all	he	came	
in	 con-
tact	 with,	
a	 pure-
h e a r t e d	
guy,	 and	 a	
true	 hero	
that	 gave	

his	 life	 doing	 what	 he	 loved	
best	–	being	a	medic,”	Sowders	
said	of	his	best	friend,	Gomez.
	 “He	will	 be	missed	and	 the	
world	 is	a	 lesser	place	without	
him,”	he	said.
	 Capt.	 Jesse	 Greaves,	 the	
Apache		company	commander,	
was	in	the	convoy	that	was	at-
tacked	and	was	grateful	to	have	
been	 with	 them	 at	 the	 end,	 he	
said	 in	 remarks	conveyed	here	
by	White.
	 “I	 watched	 them	 joke	 and	
play	with	each	other	and	the	lo-
cals	making	friends	and	in	gen-
eral,	improving	the	lives	of	the	
citizenry,”	
G r e a v e s	
said.
	 “I	thank	
God	 that	 I	
was	on	 the	
patrol	 dur-
ing	 which	
these	 men	
were	 taken	
from	 us.		
Not	because	my	presence	made	
a	difference,	but	because	I	will	
forever	 have	 the	 memory	 of	
true	brotherhood,”	he	said.
	 Gutierrez-Rosales	 is	 sur-
vived	 by	 his	 daughter,	Amber;	
his	mother,	Maria	Rosales;	and	
his	 sisters,	 Sandra	 and	 Noemi	
Rosales.
	 Clouser	 is	 survived	 by	 his	
mother,	 Debra	 Etheridge;	 his	
father,	 Kevin	 Clouser;	 and	 his	
sister,	Megan	Oyler.
	 Gilmore	 is	 survived	 by	 his	
wife,	Jimmisue;	his	son,	Mala-
kiah;	 his	 parents,	 Richard	 and	
Patsy;	 and	 his	 brother,	 Jona-
than.
	 Gomez	 is	 survived	 by	 his	
parents,	 Juan	 and	 Juanita;	 his	
sister,	Marian;	and	his	brother,	
Louie.		
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Memorial ceremony 
scheduled

	 The	memorial	ceremony	for	Maj.	Thom-
as	 G.	 Bostick,	 Jr.	 and	 Staff	 Sgt.	 William	
R.	Fritsche,	both	 from	1st	Squadron,	91st	
Cavalry	 Regiment,	 will	 be	 Wednesday	 at	
10	a.m.	in	the	Ledward	Chapel	on	Ledward	
Barracks.	
	 The	 uniform	 for	 military	 attendees	 is	
duty (ACUs), and for civilian attendees it 
is	business	casual.	
	 Limited	 childcare	 will	 be	 available	 at	
School	 Age	 Services	 (SAS)	 on	 Askren	
Manor	at	Building	575	for	children	that	are	
entering	 grades	 2	 through	 6.	 	 Parents	 are	
required	to	call	SAS	at	least	24	hours	in	ad-
vance	at	09721-96-6974	to	make	a	reserva-
tion.	
	 Limited	 childcare	 will	 continue	 to	 be	
provided	by	CYS	at	 the	Ledward	Chapel,	
for	 those	children	who	have	not	yet	com-
pleted first grade.
	 Priority	memorial	childcare	at	SAS	and	
at	Ledward	Chapel	on	Wednesday	is	for	the	
family	members	of	the	1st	Squadron,	91st	
Cavalry	Regiment.

Pre-separation and 
retirement briefing

 The USAG Schweinfurt Transition 
Center will host a Pre-Separation briefing 

coupled with a CSB/REDUX-retirement- 
system briefing Tuesday from 9 to 11 a.m., 
then	picking	up	after	lunch	from	1	to	1:45	
p.m.	in	the	Ledward	Dining	Facility,	Bldg.	
212 on the second floor. This briefing helps 
Soldiers	prepare	for	the	transition	to	civil-
ian	 living,	and	gives	valuable	 information	
about retirement benefits. Call 354-6947 to 
reserve	your	seat.

VBS program changes
	 The	Vacation	Bible	School	program	has	
changed,	but	only	for	the	better.	Participants	
will	no	longer	be	required	to	bring	a	sack	
lunch,	 as	 the	 program	 will	 run	 from	 9:30	
a.m.	 until	 12:30	 p.m.	 Dates	 for	 the	 camp	
remain	 the	same,	Aug.	13-17,	but	 there	 is	
a	new	point	of	contact,	Patricia	Wiedemer,	
who	 can	 be	 reached	 at	 schweinfurtvbs@
yahoo.com	or	 through	 the	Chapel	 at	 354-
1570.

AAFES recruiting 
has moved

 The AAFES recruiting office has relo-
cated	 to	Conn	Barracks,	Bldg.	20.	This	 is	
the	same	building	as	the	1-77	dining	facil-
ity.	Their	new	number	is	09721-475-92088

Drive thru closed
	 The	 Burger	 King	 drive	 thru	 on	 Conn	
Barracks	will	be	closed	Aug.	6	and	13	due	
to	construction.	The	management	at	AAF-
ES	 regrets	 any	 inconvenience	 caused	 by	
this	improvement	project.

Calling all Teens!!
	 All	 teens	 should	 come	 “Chill	 &	 Kick	
the	 Heat”	 at	 this	 year’s	 Teen	 Summer	
Stress	 Buster	 tomorrow	 on	 Kessler	 Field	
from	9:30	a.m.	to	3	p.m.	We’ll	have	BBQ,	
sports	 like	 basketball	 and	 volleyball,	 an	
inflatable boxing ring, water-balloon toss, 
climbing	wall,	 and	 the	batting	cages	will	
be	open	as	well.	Three	30-minute	classes	
will	be	held	between	10:30	a.m.	and	noon	
on	such	topics	as	safe	dating,	goal	setting,	
money	management	and	more.		Buses	will	
leave	from	Leighton	ACS	at	8:45	a.m.	and	
return	at	approximately	4	p.m.	Buses	will	
leave	 from	 Ledward	 ACS	 at	 9:15,	 9:30,	
and	9:45	a.m.,	and	from	the	Conn	main	bus	
stop	at	9:10	and	9:30	a.m.,	with	multiple	
return	trips	after	3	p.m.	Participants	must	
have	their	ID	card	to	board	the	bus.	

Commissary closed
	 The	 Schweinfurt	 Commissary	 will	 be	
closed	August	 9	 for	 an	 employee	 appre-
ciation/training	day.	The	Wuerzburg	Com-
missary	 will	 be	 open	 during	 its	 regularly	
scheduled	hours	from	10	a.m.	to	7	p.m.	

Free concert
	 Alternative	 rock	 band	 Drama	 for	 the	
Masses	will	perform	a	free	concert	Thurs-
day,	August	9,	7	p.m.	at	the	Conn	Club	in	
Schweinfurt.	 This	 free	 entertainment	 is	
brought	to	you	be	the	Schweinfurt	Morale,	
Welfare	&	Recreation	division.	For	infor-
mation,	 visit	 http://armedforcesentertain-
ment.com/DramaMasses.htm.
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3 AUG --Teen Summer Stress Buster, Kessler Field, from 9:30 a.m. to 3 p.m. Call 354-6933 for info.

  --Open-air concert concluding Bavarian cycle tour, Schweinfurt market square, 8 p.m.
 
4 AUG -- Flea market, Schweinfurt, Wirsingstrasse (near train station), 6 a.m. - 4 p.m.

  -- Wine festival at Schweinfurt-Zuerch downtown, begins at 5 p.m.

6 AUG --Leighton Youth Services and SKIES program begin service in bldg. 153. Call 350-6828.

7 AUG --Coaches meeting for unit level soccer, Finney Fitness Center. Call 354-6822.

9-12 AUG --Bike and Music weekend at Geiselwind, concerts and motor shows. Call 09556-18-18-1.

9 AUG --Ledward ACS “Lunch Bunch,” from 11 a.m. to 1 p.m.  Call 354-6933 for information.

10 AUG --Last day to register for fall sports at Central Registration in The Commons or Leighton 
   Barracks Child Development Center.

11 AUG --MWR Street Party on Askren Manor, noon to 8 p.m. Live country music, featuring line 
   dancing instruction starting at 6 p.m.

  --Bone Marrow Donor Registration Drive, from 1 to 6 p.m., Askren Manor, during Street Party.

  --DES Bike Rodeo, from 9 a.m. to noon, SES parking lot, then parade to MWR Street Party.

  --USO Legoland Trip. Cost is 25 euro for adults, 12 euro for children. Call 354-6711.
  
  --Soccer Game, 1. FC Schweinfurt 05 against Bayern Hof, Willi-Sachs Stadium, 3 p.m.

13 AUG --ABCs of the FRGs, from 9 a.m. to noon, Ledward ACS. Call 354-6933.

  --Relaxation Training, from 9 a.m. to noon, Leighton ACS. Call 350-7103.

13-17 AUG --Vacation Bible School, Ledward Chapel, Ledward Barracks, Schweinfurt, 9:30 a.m. to 2 p.m.  
   Pre-register by calling 09727-909-516.

14 AUG --Children’s sports physicals, given after noon at the Schweinfurt Health Clinic. Call 354-7901.

  --Invest with Confidence seminar, from 9 to 10:30 a.m., Ledward ACS. Call 354-6933. 

17 AUG --Parents’ Night Out, from 6:30 to 11 p.m. Registration begins August 6. Sign up in person at  
   Central Registration in The Commons on Ledward Barracks or the Leighton CDC.

20 AUG --Registration deadline for unit level flag football. Register at Finney Fitness Center.

21 AUG --3-C Problem Solving, from 12:30 to 4 p.m., Leighton ACS. Call 350-7103.

22 AUG --Leighton ACS “Lunch Bunch,” from 9:45 a.m. to 2 p.m.  Call 350-7103 for information.

27 AUG --First day of school for Schweinfurt Elementary and Middle Schools and Wuerzburg 
   Elementary and High School Freshmen (28 AUG, grades 10-12).

27-29 AUG --Army Family Team Building Instructor training, from 8:30 a.m. to 2 p.m., Ledward Education  
   Center. Call 354-6933 to enroll.

28 AUG --Couples’ Communication, from 9 a.m. to 4 p.m., Ledward ACS. Call 354-6933 to register.

29 AUG --Love and Logic 7-week course begins, from 9 to 11 a.m. SAS building, Askren Manor.  Call   
   354-6933 to register. 

1 SEP  --Concert “Pflasterklang,”  Gutermann promenade (On Main River), 10 a.m.-4 p.m. and 8 p.m.

2 SEP  --Open-air play, “The Guardian of Muennerstadt,” 2:30 and 8 p.m.
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Garrison commander talks trash 
Lt. Col. Haager: ‘Our community is what we make of it’
	 We	have	 a	 great	 community	 and	 some	
great	 places	 to	 work,	 live	 and	 play;	 but	
some	 of	 our	 areas	 are	 marred	 by	 trash.		
Trash	that	overwhelms	the	bins,	is	not	sort-
ed,	and	many	items	are	not	even	eligible	for	
pick	up	by	the	local	sanitation	teams.	And	
we	also	have	illegal	dumping.	

Let’s clean up our act!
	 We	 also	 have	 some	 great	 examples	 of	
community	pride	as	evidenced	by	some	of	
our	 residents	 saying	 “I’m	 tired	 of	 seeing	
other	peoples	trash	in	the	street	and	I’m	go-
ing	to	do	something	about	it”.		These	indi-
viduals,			Amanda	Glaze,	Hannah	Nelson,	
Bailey	Reynolds,	&	Janie	Glidewell,	 took	
it	 upon	 themselves	 to	 police	 up	 the	 pile	
outside	the	recycle	center	that	someone	the	
middle	of	the	night	illegally	dumped.	
	 As	 the	 community	 commander,	 I	 am	
dedicated	 to	 maintaining	 a	 pleasant	 com-
munity	environment	where	we	can	all	en-
joy	 living	 and	 working,	 but	 as	 a	 commu-
nity	we	need	 to	do	a	better	 job	of	 sorting	
our	recycling	and	trash	and	disposing	of	it	
properly.		Cleanliness	in	our	housing	areas	
is	all	of	our	responsibility.		
	 In	the	Askren	Manor	housing	area,	even	
in	 and	 around	 the	 well-staffed	 recycling	
area,	we	see	heaps	of	mixed	garbage	bulg-
ing and flowing from trash bins. Plastic 
bags	 in	 the	 glass	 containers.	 	 Paper	 and	
cardboard strewn about, flying in the wind.
	 This	 is	not	 the	picture	of	a	community	
that	has	traditionally	set	itself	apart	as	recy-
cling-conscious, but this is where we find 
ourselves	today.
	 Inside	 the	 trash	 cans	 are	 bags	 of	 un-
sorted	trash	with	plastic	bottles,	card	board	
and	even	the	card	board	bins	had	unsorted	
trash	 bags	 in	 it.	 	 ‘Drive	 bys	 occur’.	 	 We	
have	people	from	both	off	post	and	on	post	
drive	by	and	just	dump	their	unsorted	(and	
sorted)	trash	in	front	of	the	recycle	center.		

So what is causing the problem?
 Unfortunately it is us – the members of 
our	 very	 own	 community.	We	 have	 spent	
many	 hours	 and	 thousands	 of	 dollars	 ad-
dressing	 symptoms	 of	 the	 real	 problem,	
many	 of	 us	 don’t	 sort.	 	We	 think	 nothing	
of	 throwing	 often	 unsorted	 trash	 into	 the	

bins and filling them up.  I am 
convinced	it	is	not	too	much	trash.		
It	 is	 ‘stuff’	 that,	 if	 sorted,	 would	
fit in recycling containers and the 
real trash would fit in the bins.  
Sorting	our	recycling	and	trash	not	
only benefits the cleanliness of our 
community,	but	allows	our	clean-
ing	 contractors	 to	 do	 their	 jobs	
quickly and efficiently.

How do we fix it?
	 Each	and	every	one	of	us	has	to	
do	our	part	to	contribute	to	a	clean	
community.		Figure	out	what	is	re-
cyclable	and	where	to	place	the	items.		Go	
to	Self	Help	and	get	the	data	on	the	recy-
cling	center	 that	 serves	your	area	and	use	
it.		We	have	a	SORT	expert	who	is	willing	
and	will	come	and	give	classes	on	how	to	
SORT.		We	have	three	recycling	centers	in	
our	community.	 	Follow	the	guidance	and	
use	these	facilities.	
	 If	 the	 recycle	 center	 on	Askren	 Manor	
will	not	 take	 some	 items	or	you	have	 too	
much,	you	can	take	it	to	our	large	recycle	
center	on	Conn	 (at	 the	 far	 end	of	 the	 air-
field) and we will help you sort your trash.

Way ahead. What I and the 
Garrison Team are doing to help. 

	 I	 have	 recently	 had	 my	 staff	 take	 spe-
cific actions to encourage us all to do a 
better	job	with	trash	handling,	sorting	and	
recycling.	We	have	extended	the	operating	
hours	of	the	Askren	Manor	recycling	cen-
ter,	which	is	now	open	Mon-Fri,	from	9:30	
a.m.	to	2	p.m.	and	3	to	7	p.m.;	and	Sat	from	
9:30	am	to	3	p.m.	The	hours	change	during	
the	fall	and	winter	months.	Notice,	though,	
that	 we	 have	 simultaneously	 adjusted	 the	
lunch	hour,	so	customers	can	bring	their	re-
cycling	by	for	proper	disposal	on	their	own	
lunch	break,	if	that	is	most	convenient.	
	 I,	along	with	the	leadership	of	our	tacti-
cal	units	and	the	building	coordinators,	re-
cently	spent	a	morning	walking	the	ground	
and looking at this specific problem.  We 
all	agreed	that	it	is	not	that	we	do	not	have	
enough	receptacles	but	rather	how	they	are	
being	used.		Please	help	them	out	by	
 Several years ago, we opened the first 

– and still the finest – hazardous waste dis-
posal	and	recycling	center	in	all	of	Europe	
on	Conn	Barracks.	That	center	 is	here	for	
you,	 and	 I	urge	you	 to	use	 it.	Some	mili-
tary	communities	 in	Germany	have	issues	
with	 disposal	 of	 certain	 materials.	 We	 do	
not.	That	hazardous	material	and	recycling	
center	 is	 staffed	 and	 equipped	 to	 handle	
ANY kind of waste. Use it. The center is 
open	Mon-Fri,	from	8:30	a.m.	to	4:30	p.m.,	
except	American	and	German	holidays.
	 We	do	not	have	unlimited	funds.	 	I	am	
asking	 you	 to	 follow	 the	 measures	 in	 the	
how to fix column to help get this situation 
under	 control.	 IF YOU LIVE OFF POST 
DO NOT TAKE YOUR REAL TRASH 
ON POST.  IF YOU SORT CORRECTLY, 
YOU HAVE ENOUGH BINS TO HANDLE 
YOUR ITEMS AND BRINGING IT ON 
POST TAKES AWAY RESOURCES FROM 
ON POST RESIDENTS.
	 Not	only	does	proper	sorting	and	recy-
cling	lead	to	the	beautiful	community	you	
deserve,	 it	 is	 established	policy	and	helps	
the	 Army	 and	 American	 taxpayer	 save	
money.	Our	trash	contract	dictates	that	we	
pay	less	when	we	recycle	effectively.
	 We	need	 to	clean	up	our	act.	Those	of	
you	who	are	already	doing	the	right	thing,	
thank	you.	Keep	it	up.	The	rest	of	us	need	
to	get	on	board	and	help	keep	our	commu-
nity	the	best	place	to	live	and	use	the	proper	
trash	disposal	procedures.		
	 Please	 join	 me	 in	 making	 Schweinfurt	
the	best	place	to	live	and	serve	in	Germany	
by	 sorting	 trash	and	keeping	our	 commu-
nity	areas	neat	and	clean.		
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Ceremony links the past, present, future
By Spc. Jeffrey Ledesma
1st Cavalry Division Public Affairs

CAMP	 LIBERTY,	 Iraq	 –	 Soldiers	 from	
the	 57th	 Signal	 Company	 underwent	 the	
proud	tradition	of	recognizing	the	changes	
that	 come	when	 those	 three	carrot-shaped	
stripes are affixed to their uniform at the 
Multi-National	Division	–	Baghdad	head-
quarters	here	July	24.	
	 “As	an	NCO	you	will	have	many	jobs.	
One	 of	 those	 jobs	 is	 keeping	 quality	 and	
motivated	 Soldiers	 in	 the	 Army,”	 said	
Command	Sgt.	Maj.	Ronald	J.	Desjardins,	
the	senior	enlisted	advisor	 for	 the	Army’s	
Chief Information Officer and the keynote 
speaker for this noncommissioned officer 
induction	ceremony.	
	 Sgt.	Lewie	Andrews,	who	was	promoted	
to	sergeant	Jan.	1,	said	that	he	knows	he	has	
a	lot	more	responsibility	in	his	hands	now.

 “You definitely notice a change when 
you	 come	 across	 a	 group	 of	 Soldiers	 for	
the first time and they address you as ‘ser-
geant,’”	Andrews	said.	“It	really	hits	home	
in	a	different	way.”		
	 According	 to	 the	Semmes,	Ala.	native,	
the	rank	puts	new	sergeants	under	an	invis-
ible magnifying glass, which floods them 
with	a	sense	of	obligation	and	responsibil-
ity.
	 “Younger	troops	look	up	to	you	and	you	
know	they	look	up	to	you,”	Andrews	said.	
“You definitely don’t want to give off a bad 
impression	and	with	the	rank,	you	have	to	
step	up.”	
	 During	the	ceremony,	the	Army’s	three	
generations	 of	 troops	 merged	 in	 common	
purpose,	 as	 senior	 NCOs	 watched	 with	
pride,	new	NCOs	stood	with	professional-
ism,	and	junior	troops	listened	with	admi-
ration.		

	 Desjardins	said	in	his	speech	that	these	
NCOs	have	proven	they	exemplify	the	en-
during values by which the United States 
stands	to	win	in	the	war	against	terrorism.	
	 As	each	newly-inducted	NCO	made	his	
and	 her	 walk	 underneath	 an	 archway,	 il-
luminated	by	 three	candles	–	symbolizing	
the	past,	present	and	 future	–	 things	were	
forever changed as they are officially rec-
ognized	 as	 members	 of	 the	 time-honored	
corps	 known	 as	 ‘The	 backbone	 of	 the	
Army.’
	 “You	 can	 never	 again	 be	 one	 of	 the	
troops,”	he	said.	

Left, Soldiers with the 57th Signal Company, along with their first sergeant, who are currently supporting the 2nd “Dagger” Brigade Combat 
Team, 1st Infantry Division, recite the “Charge of the Noncommissioned Officer” during a NCO induction ceremony in Baghdad, Iraq, July 24. 
Right, Sgt. Lewie Andrews, a light-wheel mechanic, walks underneath the archway symbolizing the final hurdle in the transition from Soldier to 
noncommissioned officer. (Photos by Spc. Jeffrey Ledesma, 1st Cavalry Division Public Affairs)

A  handshake and 
dinner with some friends
Lt. Col. John Reynolds III (left), commander of the 1st Battalion, 26th 
Infantry Regiment “Blue Spaders,” and his senior enlisted advisor, 
Command Sgt. Maj. Steven McClaflin, present an award to an Iraqi 
Army soldier during a friendship dinner for key leaders from the 
Dagger Brigade Combat Team and its Iraqi Army sister unit, the 1st 
Brigade, 11th Infantry Division in Baghdad’s Adhamiyah District July 
25. (U.S. Army photo by Sgt. Mike Pryor, 2nd Brigade Combat Team, 
82nd Airborne Division Public Affairs)
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Much more than books here...
Ledward library offers fun and excitement for the whole family

Children put their hands on an activity during the summer reading 
program at the Ledward library July 25. 

Story and photo by Mark Heeter

	 Standing	up	a	bit	 straighter	 and	 focusing	a	 little	more	 sharp-
ly,	the	children	quietly	absorbed	with	their	eyes	the	items	strewn	
about	the	table	in	the	back	room	of	the	Ledward	Library.
	 Then	 the	 tablecloth	 came	 down.	
“Okay,	 now	 write	 down	 what	 you	 saw,”	
said	 Chrtistine	 Willis,	 assistant	 librarian.	
	 The	children,	detectives	in	the	summer	reading	program,	“Get	a	
Clue,”	had	to	recall	from	memory	what	they	had	seen.	Not	an	ordi-
nary	library,	the	Ledward	facility	is	the	special	project	of	Jenny	Silk-
ett,	the	community	librarian	who	views	a	library	as	more	than	books.	
	 “Yeah,	 we	 have	 that,	 but	 we	 have	 a	 lot	 more	 than	 that,”	 she	
explained	with	great	excitement.
	 “I’m	looking	to	see	the	system.	I’m	looking	to	see	what	works.	
I’m	looking	to	see	connectivity	with	the	people,”	when	she	walks	
into	a	library	she	said.
	 The	Ledward	Library	offers	 everything	 from	atlases	 to	mov-
ies,	 magazines	 to	 computers,	 and	 from	 magazines	 to	 a	 “history	
room.”
	 “That	 invites	people	 to	want	 to	stay.	That	says,	 ‘I’m	here	for	
you,”	Silkett	said,	 touching	an	atlas	on	her	way	back	 to	another	
reference	room.
	 And	the	summer	reading	program,	which	ended	last	week,	was	
just	 one	 of	 dozens	 of	 special	 programs	 and	 offerings	 available	
through	the	library.
	 “This	year,	we	ran	111	different	programs,”	Silkett	said,	which	
included	 movie	 matinees,	 holiday	 teas	 and	 cooking	 drives,	 an	
adults’	book	club,	weekly	story	time,	a	movie	critics’	night,	and	a	
special	event	for	children	called	“Snow	Dogs	Night.”
	 “It	was	almost	like	a	lovely	family	night”	that	included	movies,	
popcorn,	and	computers,	she	said.
	 And	the	Ledward	Library	is	not	just	for	bookworms.

	 “I’m	 not	 a	 library	 person,”	 said	 E.J.	 Cole,	 a	 volunteer	 who	
helped the young detectives fins their way through the summer 
reading	program.
	 “But	I	came	in	to	use	the	computer.		And	I	just	enjoyed	the	at-
mosphere	of	this	particular	library,”	she	said.	“I	got	hooked.”
Something	of	a	personal	quest	draws	people	to	libraries,	according	
to	Silkett.
	 “We’re	 looking	 for	 little	 bits	 and	 pieces	 of	 information	 that	
make	a	difference	in	our	lives,”	she	said,	noting	that	the	Internet	
has	become	one	of	the	most	valuable	tools	in	her	bag	of	goodies	at	
the	library.
	 “We	are	going	to	help	people	acquire	those	21st	century	skills,”	
she	said.	The	library	also	coordinates	closely	with	many	other	or-
ganizations	in	the	community	on	events	and	activities.

Worker earns high marks on inspection and a good reputation

Vasquez

By Mark Heeter

	 While	it	might	not	be	the	most	glamor-
ous	 job	 in	 the	 Schweinfurt	 military	 com-
munity,	 the	 Installation	 Biochemical	 Test	
Coordinator	 (IBTC)	 is	 an	 important	 one,	
according	to	the	current	holder	of	that	posi-
tion.
	 “It’s	 a	 little	 more	 extensive	 than	 just	
collecting	pee,”	said	 Irma	Vasquez	with	a	
good-hearted smile, reflecting on the job 
that	she	has	held	for	most	of	the	past	seven	
years.
	 The	 IBTC	 is	 responsible	 for	 urinaly-
sis	testing	throughout	the	community,	and	
Vasquez	has	just	passed	an	inspection	from	

sure	our	Soldiers	are	trained	before	they	go	
downrange,”	Vasquez	said.
	 Prior	to	local	units’	deployments	to	Iraq	
and	Afghanistan,	 she	 ensured	 that	 all	 the	
Unit Prevention Leaders (UPLs) were very 
prepared	to	do	their	jobs.
	 “My	priority	is	making	sure	my	guys	are	
taken	 care	 of	 downrange	 and	 back	 here,”	
she	 said,	 noting	 that	 Soldiers	 from	 other	
installations	deployed	with	the	Dagger	Bri-
gade	have	used	her	 and	her	program	as	a	
resource.
 “It’s very difficult to find people that are 
as	dedicated	as	she	is	 to	serving	the	com-

the	Army	 Substance	Abuse	 Program	 with	
flying colors.
	 “She	 left	 here	 very	 impressed,”	 she	
said,	referring	to	the	inspector,	who	visited	
Schweinfurt	in	May.	“She	actually	said	we	
have	 one	
of	 the	 best	
programs	in	
the	Army.”
	 And	what	
impressed	
her?
	 “I	 think	
the	 tenac-
ity	 to	 make	 See Vasquez, page 7
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munity	the	way	she	does,”	said	Gerry	War-
ner, USAG Schweinfurt alcohol and drug 
control officer.
	 “She	does	an	excellent	job	at	training	the	
UPLs before they ever leave here, Warner 
said,	and	makes	the	deployed	Soldiers’	job	
just	a	bit	easier	with	such	details	as	provid-
ing	them	labels	for	the	laboratory	bottles.
	 Vasquez	takes	her	job	extremely	serious-
ly	and	has	developed	a	reputation	as	highly	
credible	and	professional	all	the	way	back	
to	the	Department	of	the	Army,	according	
to	Warner.	That	 professionalism	 is	 one	of	
the	 traits	Warner	will	miss	when	Vasquez	
and	her	husband,	George,	 depart	 for	 their	
new home in the United States later this 
month.
	 “She’s	such	an	outstanding,	caring	per-
son.	And	she’s	genuine,”	Warner	said.
	 “I	really	do	believe	in	what	I	do,	and	I	
really	do	love	my	job,”	she	said.

Vasquez, From page 6

Employee’s daughter takes top honors

Jennifer Shirley, center, earned the title of Bavarian – and then na-
tional – Kegel champion, shattering a decade-old points record in the 
process. (Courtesy photo)

By Kimberly Gearhart

	 There’s	 at	 least	 one	 proud	
Papa	working	for	AAFES	these	
days.	And	if	you	run	into	Paul	
Shirley,	he’ll	be	more	than	hap-
py	to	tell	you	why.
	 Jennifer	 Shirley,	 Paul’s	 14-
year-old	daughter,	recently	won	
the	 Bavarian	 and	 German	 na-
tional	kegel	championships	for	
her	 age	 group.	 Not	 only	 that,	
but	 she	 shattered	 a	 decade-old	
German	national	scoring	record	
in	the	process.
	 Kegel	 is	 a	 sport	 similar	 to	
nine	 pins,	 or	 bowling,	 using	
smaller	 balls,	 without	 holes,	
and	nine	pins	set	in	a	diamond	
formation.	Competitors	in	Shir-
ley’s	division	make	100	throws	
at	 the	 nine	 pins,	 rather	 than	
playing	in	two-throw	frames,	as	
in	bowling.
	 “And	after	100	throws,	your	
arm	is	like	jelly,”	Paul	laughed	
while	Jennifer	nodded	serious-
ly.
	 Jennifer	 began	 playing	 ke-

gel	at	a	community	youth	even	
when	she	was	9	years	old.	A	tal-
ent	scout	saw	natural	abilities.
	 “And	 one	 year	 later,	 he	
called	me,”	Jennifer	said.		“He”	
was	 Peter	 Hippeli,	 who	 would	
become	Jennifer’s	trainer.	Next	
year,	he	will	also	coach	the	Bad	
Neustadt	 kegel	 club	 Jennifer	
competes	with	now.

	 Although	not	as	well-known	
as	 soccer,	 kegel	 has	 local,	 re-
gional,	 national,	 and	European	
competitions,	 and	 there	 are	
professional	kegel	players.	Jen-
nifer,	 as	 national	 champion,	
would	normally	qualify	to	play	
on	 the	 national	 team,	 but	 her	
age	and	division	keep	her	from	
doing	so.

	 Next	year	she	plans	to	defend	
her	title	and	accept	an	invitation	
to	play	on	the	German	team	that	
may	come	after	again	securing	
her	titles.	But	she	doesn’t	really	
play	for	the	glory.
	 “It’s	 fun	 to	 play,	 and	 it’s	 a	
unique	 sport	 …	 with	 a	 small	
community,”	 Jennifer	 said.		
And	she	plays	well,	setting	new	
records	in	her	fourth	season	of	
play.
	 Jennifer’s	 division	 covers	
female	 players	 aged	 10	 to	 14,	
and	winners	are	usually	14-yr-
olds	 in	 their	 last	 year	 of	 play	
within	 the	group.	But,	because	
of	 her	 mid-summer	 birthday,	
shest	 misses	 the	 cutoff	 for	 the	
next	division,	and	so	will	play	
one	more	year	at	this	level.
 And tthat’s just fine with 
Jennifer,	 who	 will	 lead	 her	
team,	which	secured	their	own	
Bavarian	 and	 national	 titles	 at	
the	 same	 time	 Jennifer	 battled	
for	her	individual	awards,	back	
to	 the	 national	 championship	
next	spring	to	defend	their	titles	
once	again.

JAG offers info about TSGLI 
Legal Assistance Office Release

	 A	 new	 resource	 available	 to	 returning	
wounded	 Warriors	 is	 the	 Traumatic	 Ser-
vicemembers’	 Group	 Life	 Insurance	 (TS-
GLI).	TSGLI	is	bundled	with	the	Service-

members’	 Group	 Life	
Insurance	 (SGLI),	 so	
when	 Soldiers	 pay	 the	
premium	SGLI,	$1	per	
month	goes	 to	 the	TS-
GLI.	
	 Soldiers	 are	

eligible	 for	 up	 to	 $100,000	 per	 traumatic	
event	under	the	TSGLI	if	they	meet	certain	
criteria	 related	 to	 a	 traumatic	 injury	 suf-
fered	while	deployed.	
	 The	 qualifying	 loss	 resulting	 from	 a	
traumatic	 injury	 must	 occur	 within	 730	
days	of	a	traumatic	event,	or	the	retroactive	

provision	takes	effect	if	the	event	occurred	
between	Oct.	7,	2001	and	Nov.	30,	2005.		A	
qualifying	traumatic	injury	is	a	loss	or	in-
jury	caused	by	an	external	force	or	violence	
or	a	condition	that	can	be	directly	linked	to	
a	 traumatic	 event.	 Examples	 of	 traumatic	
injuries	are	listed	at	www.tsgli.army.mil.	
	 Filing	 a	 claim	 is	 a	 four-step	 process.	
First	the	Soldier	should	download	the	com-
plete TSGLI informational packet and fill 
out	Part	A	of	the	TSGLI	Claim	Form	in	its	
entirety.	 	 Next,	 the	 Soldier	 should	 have	 a	
healthcare provider fill out Part B. The Sol-
dier	 should	also	 submit	 all	medical	docu-
ments	that	detail	the	injury.	Finally,	the	SM	
should	submit	the	packet	via	email,	fax,	or	
postal	service.	
	 For	 further	 details	 and	 information	
please	visit	the	TSGLI	website	at	www.ts-
gli.army.mil	or	call	1-800-237-1336.	


