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A look inside the ‘gates of freedom’
By Mark Heeter

Note: Col. J.B Burton, Dagger Brigade 
Combat Team commander, and  Lt. Col. 
Steve Miska, deputy commander, offered 
reporters an operations and intelligence 
update from Operation Iraqi Freedom 
06-08, the brigade’s recently completed 
mission in northwest Baghdad, Iraq, 
in his office Tuesday. This article is the 
first of a three-part series taken from the 
operations and intelligence update

July 2006. The clock ticking toward 
deployment has stopped. For now. The 
Dagger Brigade Combat Team has just 
arrived in Grafenwoehr for a live-fire 
exercise to maintain readiness for when the 
call came.

 “As we were unloading the second 
tank from the trains in Grafenwoehr to 
execute this live-fire training density, we 
got the notice to immediately deploy a 
heavy formation, hit directly into Baghdad 
to support ongoing ops called Operation 
Together Forward II,” Burton said.

He made the decision to deploy the 
1st Battalion, 26th Infantry Regiment, 
which immediately entered the fight in 
Adhamiya.

“And they got into a pretty thick fight 
there,” he said. 

The remainder of the brigade deployed 
to Iraq over the next several weeks and 
was soon picked apart, battalions being 
dispatched to different areas on the 
battlefield, while the brigade headquarters, 
in northwest Baghdad inherited other task 
forces into its formation. 

“The Dagger Brigade, as you know it 
in Schweinfurt, and the Dagger Brigade, 
as it was in northwest Baghdad, is a bit of 
a different formation,” Burton said, listing 
the vast number of units moving, coming, 
going, being absorbed into the Dagger 
Brigade formation.

“The good of it is that we were able 
to integrate formations that were built 
around tremendously talented Soldiers, 
very aggressive savvy leadership that were 
founded in Army doctrine and Army values, 
and that made the integration process and 
the employment process under this brigade 
headquarters, not as difficult as one might 
think,” he said.

The Dagger Brigade mission statement 
changed multiple times before the official 
transfer of authority Nov. 6, 2006. One 
word was deliberately chosen and critical 
to the brigade’s mission, according to 

Burton and Miska.
Extremist.
An objective look at northwest Baghdad 

shows a population of largely intelligent, 
secular, non-violent people, according to 
Burton; however, that assessment raised 
the question for him and his staff: why the 
enduring and brutal violence?

“How is it that Al Qaeda is the principal 
threat here?” he asked himself. “Well, it 
was being driven by extremist actors.”

Al Qaeda in Iraq had identified Americya 
as the headquarters of the Islamic state of 

FREEDOM, see page 7

By Mark Heeter

Taxi funds and smart cards. 
These are the tools of the trade 
for prevention of drunk driving 
around here – the pot of money 
at the unit charge of quarters 
(CQ) and the wallet card with 
instructions, in German, that 
guide taxi drivers where to take 
a person who has had too much 
to drink. 

“I don’t know the exact 
numbers, but we’ve had a great 
increase in the number of DUIs 
since the first of November,” 
said Dr. Catherine Manos, 

prevention coordinator with the 
USAG Schweinfurt Alcohol 
and Substance Abuse Program 
(ASAP).

She and Gerry Warner, the 
ASAP alcohol and drug control 
officer, tie the increase directly 
to Soldiers returning from their 
recent deployment.

“A lot of them didn’t have 
access to alcohol, and now, all 
of a sudden, it’s there and it’s 
available, and they want to 
have fun,” Manos said, noting 
that some feel a need to “make 
up for lost time.”

“That’s one of the reasons 

Beware the dangers at the bottom of the bottle
we’re in the reintegration -- the 
fact that they’ve been away and 
their tolerance has decreased 
and as a result, they’re going to 
come home and try to drink the 
same way they were drinking 
when they left,” Warner said.

Overestimating tolerance 
and underestimating the effects 
of alcohol on their bodies, 
creates not only the danger of 
drunk driving, but something 
potentially more deadly, Warner 
said.

“The other concern with that 
is, if they continue to drink like 
that, we’ve had, I believe, four 

alcohol poisonings – people 
who have been hospitalized 
for overindulging in alcohol,” 
Warner said. “Alcohol poisoning 
is defined as overdrinking until 
the alcohol takes a dangerous 
toll on organs and vital bodily 
functions.

“The ultimate alcohol 
poisoning is death,” she said.

“Commands have been 
vigilant about, when they see 
people like this, that they’ve 
gotten them assistance and 
help. And it’s one of the things 
we talk to the leadership about,” 
BOTTLE, see page 5
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News Briefs
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AAFES/DeCA Forum
The garrison commander and 

representatives from AAFES and the 
commissary will be on hand Wednesday 
from 1 to 2:30 p.m. in the garrison 
commander’s conference room, 1st floor, 
building 206, Ledward Barracks, for the 
next AAFES/DeCA forum.  

This is your chance to address issues 
and discuss services currently being 
offered in your community.  If you cannot 
attend in person, issues or questions may be 
submitted in advance via email to monica.
mcclendon@eur.army.mil or by calling 
09721-96-1540.

Christmas Tree Lighting
The Leighton Christmas Tree in Victory 

Garden will be lit tomorrow at 4:30 p.m. 
Join your community in celebrating the 
holiday season with songs, snacks, and a 
towering Tannenbaum! 

Nikolaus visits the 
Christmas Market

Nikolaus will arrive in a horse-drawn 
carriage at the Schweinfurt Christmas 
Market today to hand out candy from 3 to 
4 p.m. in honor of St. Nikolaus Day. St. 
Nick will return Saturday for a free photo 
shoot from 2:30 to 4 p.m. at the stage on the 
Market Square, then will be back Tuesday 
from 3 to 4 p.m.

Take a Ride on the River
U.S. ID cardholders in the Schweinfurt 

community have the chance to take a free 
two-hour river cruise Saturday, Dec. 15, in 
honor of the Soldiers and Families serving 
in this time of need. A bus will depart from 
the Volksfestplatz at 11:30 a.m. A return 
trip is scheduled for 2:30 p.m. 

A second pick-up is scheduled for 
4:30 p.m. for those that wish to visit the 
Christmas Market as well. Space is limited, 
call 09721-96-8476.

Super Saturday
Child and Youth Services facilities will 

be open from 9 a.m. to 2 p.m. for Super 
Saturday. Child care will be provided free 
of charge, but space is limited.  Sign up at 
Central Registration in The Commons on 
Ledward or in the Leighton CDC.

Concert cancelled
Reminder: Due to a family illness, the 

Montgomery Gentry concert has been 
cancelled. No information regarding a 
possible rescheduling is currently available.  
More information as it becomes available.

Christmas deadline
Tuesday is the final mailing deadline 

for Priority packages and 1st class mail 
for Christmas delivery. First class mail 
includes Christmas cards, so get your 
holiday greetings in the mail now.

Racquetball tournament
Show off your racquetball skills during 

a holiday tournament Saturday beginning at 
10 a.m. at the Finney Fitness Center.  Male 
and female divisions will be used, and 
registration is open from 9:30 to 10 a.m. 

Fitness challenge
This pump-stride-step event uses three 

stations to test your muscular endurances 
and cardiovascular limits. Sessions will 
be held at Finney Fitness Center Tuesday 
from 9 to 11 a.m. and from 5 to 7 p.m.  This 
free assessment can help you rate your 
current level of fitness and set goals for 
improvement. For more information, call 
09721-96-8234.

Lingerers dine out
Join the Leighton Lingerers Dec. 19 at 

6:30 p.m. at the Waldhaus for a holiday 
dining out.  Exchange gifts ($10/10 
euro limit), enjoy good food, and bring 
2007 to a close with a bang! Call June at 
0931/299/5648 or email her at jimjunej@
t-online.de to reserve a spot for the last 
Leighton Lingerers dining out of 2007.

AAFES issues recall
AAFES is recalling Debi Hron 12 Days 

of Christmas mugs and dessert plates sold 
between Sept. 30 and Dec. 4, due to failure 
to meet FDA lead and cadmium leaching 
standards. Customers should cease use and 
return to nearest PX/BX for full refund.
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13 DEC --B.O.S.S. “This One’s for You” program, 3-7 p.m., Finney Fitness Center. Call 354-6270.

  --Ledward Lunch Bunch, meet at ACS 11 a.m., or DJK Speisegastaette at 11:30 a.m. 

14 DEC --CMRs, In/Out processing, and all DHR offices will close at noon.
  
  --Transportation Motor Pool, CIF, and all DOL offices will close at 11:30 a.m.

  --CPAC will be closed all day for their annual outing.

  --Sign up deadline for unit level basketball tournament at Leighton. Call 354-8234 or 350-6115.

14-16 DEC --Zugspitze Ski trip to Garmisch with Outdoor Rec. Call 353-8080.

15 DEC --MWR Family Friendly Trip to Erfurt Christmas Market, free trans. Call 350-6305.

  --Free boat ride on the Main, transportation from Volksfestplatz, 11 a.m., 353-8476.

  --Basketball tournament, DJK Schweinfurt/DJK Eggolsheim at the Georg-Wichtermann-Halle 
   (Gym), Paul-Gerhard-Strasse in Schweinfurt, 8 p.m.

16 DEC --“Sing Noel,” children’s Christmas program at Ledward Chapel, 9 a.m.

  --Ledward Barracks Christmas tree lighting, 4 p.m., Andrus Garden.

  --Ice hockey game, Schweinfurt Mighty Dogs vs. Memmingen, 6 p.m., Schweinfurt icedome.

18 DEC --Nikolaus hands out candy at Schweinfurt Christmas Market, from 3:30 to 4:30 p.m.

19 DEC --Leighton Lingerers dining out, Waldhaus Restaurant, 6:30 p.m. Call June at 0931-2995648.

20 DEC --Express mail deadline for Christmas delivery to the United States.

  --Kwanzaa lunch in the Ledward Library Kitchen, 11:30 a.m. to 1:30 p.m.

  --Nikolaus hands out candy at Schweinfurt Christmas Market, from 3:30 to 4:30 p.m.

21 DEC --Ice hockey game, Schweinfurt Mighty Dogs vs. Waldkraib, 6 p.m., Schweinfurt icedome.

22 DEC --Last day of the Schweinfurt Christmas Market.

23 DEC --Traditional Protestant Service begins again at Conn Chapel, 11 a.m.

25 DEC --Christmas Day, all MWR, AAFES, & Commissary facilities closed except 24 hour Shoppette.

  --Carl Busch Circus opens on the Volksfestplatz, across from Askren Manor.

26 DEC --2nd Christmas Holiday, German Holiday.

28 DEC --Ice hockey game, Schweinfurt Mighty Dogs vs. Erding, 6 p.m., Schweinfurt icedome.

31 DEC --New Year’s Eve party at the Leighton CAC, starts at 6 p.m.

9-10 JAN --Community theatre casting call for “Bus Stop” at Abrams Center, 6 p.m. Call 0162-296-2776.

10 JAN --Dagger Brigade Volunteer Recognition Awards, Conn Club, beginning at 10 a.m.

23 JAN --Dagger Memorial Dedication, Dagger Rose Garden, Conn Barracks, beginning at 10:30 a.m.

25 JAN --MWR Winter Fest/Welcome Home, Finney Fitness Center, beginning at 11 a.m.

27 JAN --Musical “Fame” performed in English, Schweinfurt City Theater, 7:30 p.m. Call 09721-51475 
   or 09721-510 for tickets.
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By Kimberly Gearhart

In a special ceremony held Nov. 29, Col. J.B. Burton and the 
Dagger Brigade Combat Team (BCT) recognized and honored 
those volunteers who would be leaving Schweinfurt before the 
annual recognition ceremony, to be held in January.

“You make the world a better place,” Burton said, noting that 
“it breaks my heart that you’re leaving this formation, but I know 
you’re going on to do great things.”

Six different types of awards were given, with several awardees 
receiving multiple recognitions for their volunteer service 
records.  Those honors were: Commander’s Award for Public 
Service (CAPS), the 1st AD FRG Medallion, the Certificate of 
Appreciation for Patriotic Civilian Service (CAPCS), the 1st 
AD Scroll of Appreciation, the V Corps Heart of Victory (for 
outstanding FRG contributions), and the Dagger Rose, given for 
“exceptionally meritorious volunteer service” to the Schweinfurt 
Military Community and the Dagger BCT.

Awardees, in alphabetical order, were:
Julia Alford:   1st AD Scroll of Appreciation
Susan Cantrell:  CAPS, 1st AD FRG Medallion, 
   Heart of Victory, Dagger Rose

Kathryn Choi:  CAPCS, 1st AD Scroll of Appreciation
Kimberly Gear:   CAPS, 1st AD FRG Medallion
Heather Goodwin: CAPCS, 1st AD Scroll of Appreciation
Patricia Grondwalski: 1st AD Scroll of Appreciation
Xandria Henry:  CAPCS, 1st AD Scroll of Appreciation
Rose Kinosh:  CAPS, 1st AD FRG Medallion
Megan Klobunik:  CAPS, 1st AD FRG Medallion
Karina Kness-Kuhl: CAPCS, 1st AD Scroll, Dagger Rose
Renee L’elie:  CAPCS, 1st AD Scroll of Appreciation
Heather Lenz:  1st AD Scroll of Appreciation
Nancy Martel:  1st AD Scroll of Appreciation
Susanne Mikkelson: CAPCS, 1st AD Scroll, Dagger Rose
Emily Nixon:  CAPCS, 1st AD Scroll of Appreciation
Jessica Nunn:  CAPS, 1st AD FRG Medallion
Kathryn Olson:  CAPS, 1st AD FRG Medallion
Laura Patzschke:  CAPCS, 1st AD Scroll of Appreciation
Bruce Peterson:  CAPCS, 1st AD Scroll of Appreciation
Michelle Thompson: CAPCS, 1st AD Scroll of Appreciation
Heiki Treadway:  1st AD FRG Medallion
Melissa Wetzel:  CAPCS, 1st AD Scroll of Appreciation
Sara White:  CAPCS, 1st AD Scroll of Appreciation
Kathleen Whittle:  CAPCS, 1st AD Scroll, Dagger Rose

Story and photo by Miranda McLean

Although the Schweinfurt Middle 
School gym was filled with students on 
Nov. 29, it was surprisingly quiet.  The 
students’ attention was focused on a 
performance by The Covenant Players, 
who engaged the audience with interaction 
and skits about bullying, communication, 

and peer-pressure.
The Covenant Players are an international 

theater group based out of California.  There 
are approximately 200 of them, and they 
are assigned to various geographic regions.  
Since Nov. 15, European Continental 
Covenant Players Bart and Pam Cowser, 
Cozette Moshue and Dale Sieber have been 
performing in Schweinfurt.  

“We’ve been doing reintegration 
training for all the Soldiers who 
have come back from Iraq… we had 
a contract with some performance 
dates open so the chaplain has made 
our services available to the rest of 
the community,” Pam said.

By the time they leave 
Schweinfurt, the Covenant Players 
will have performed 38 times at 
reintegration, all the schools in 
Schweinfurt and Wuerzburg, Club 
Beyond, Protestant Women of the 
Chapel, and Sunday chapel services.  
But that doesn’t mean that everyone 
has been hearing the same thing.

“We are a repertory company, 
and that means we have lots and lots 

of plays.  We don’t just do the same play 
at every place we go, but we do different 
plays for different groups,” Pam said.

Their repertoire addresses a variety of 
themes including conflict resolution, values, 
and transition.  In their performances, 
they aim to go beyond entertainment by 
involving and educating audiences.

During the middle school performance, 
Pam advised the students, “Our plays are 
going to make you laugh… but our plays 
are here for another reason – they’re here 
to make people think.”

And apparently, it’s working.
“From the audience response it’s quite 

obvious they are able to relate directly,” 
said Col. James Brown, rear detachment 
chaplain.  “(The Covenant Players) do an 
effective job of being able to creatively 
engage the Soldiers and their Families in 
an energetic fashion and (have) an ability 
to keep them focused on the issues of 
their reintegration.  I’ve appreciated their 
presence and their teaming with us.”

The Covenant Players’ final performance 
will be tomorrow morning during Day 3 
reintegration at the Conn Club.

Players bring positive messages to community

Students learn about being positive and making the right decision 
as Covenant Players Cozette Mashue (left) and Pam Cowser 
perform a skit about bullying at Schweinfurt Middle School.

Dagger volunteers honored in special ceremony
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By Roger Teel

Two USAG Schweinfurt 
civilian employees are working 
hard to catch a toe-hold in the 
highly competitive disco music 
market.

Brian Lindsay and Peter 
Roy call themselves DINKA! 
DINKA!-- Roy’s 2-year-old 
daughter came up with the 
name-- and they are aiming 
at what is called the NuRave 
music market.

Lindsay is a former 1-26 
Infantry Soldier who now works 
at the Leighton Community 
Manager’s Office. Roy is a 
former 9th Engineer Soldier 
who manages the Schweinfurt 
Clothing Sales Store. The 
two have been collaborating 
musically for 10 months.

They met several years ago 
at the Clothing Sales Store 
when an idle conversation 
turned to music.

“We had a lot in common, 
and Peter had his own studio,” 
Lindsay said.

But they didn’t click 
together at that time. Lindsay 
had recently separated from 

the Army and was plying 
his deejaying skills at clubs 
throughout Europe.

Skill and a huge house 
following earned Lindsay a 
degree of fame. He now has 
a “residency” (regular play 
date) at the Airport disco in 
Wuerzburg the second Saturday 
of the month; he is the only 
American to ever have one.  

Roy has been composing 
music for nearly 18 years, 
everything from pop rock to 
heavy metal, he said. 

“What we’re doing now 
is way different for me. My 
background is in film sound 
tracks and acoustic music,” he 
said.

He’s been to the Cannes 
Film Festival twice, having 
scored two movies.  

“I wrote the sound track for 
‘Turn Left,’ a 2005 indie film, 
and another indie film called 
‘The Dog Has No Legs’ about 
a homeless guy.

Lindsay and Roy re-
connected about a year ago when 
Roy was searching for someone 
with Lindsay’s deejaying and 
electronic production skills. 

“The direction we’re going 
with DINKA! DINKA! is 
something completely different 
for me,” Roy said. “Doing it 
with Brian makes life easy.”

DINKA! DINKA! is looking 
for one smash hit to get them to 
the top.

A current production 

called “U Set Me” has been 
downloaded— from www.
myspace.com/dinkadinka in 
particular— by over a 1,000 
people, mostly deejays.

“It’s cool to know people as 
far away as China are playing 
one of our songs,” Lindsay 
said.

Peter Roy and Brian Lindsay are DINKA! DINKA!  The electronic duo 
hope listeners will download their tunes from their MySpace websites. 
(Photo courtesy Adowa Records)

DINKA! DINKA! Former Soldiers go electronic

Justin Humphrey of 9th 
Engineer Battalion, and 
his wife, Sissi, prepare 
for a night of bingo at 
Schweinfurt Middle 
School’s family fun 
night Friday, sponsored 
by the Parent Teacher 
Student Association. 
Prizes, including crystal,  
were given away all 
evening to winners of 
each game. (Photo by 
Sandra Wilson)

Playing bingo for Crystal Manos said, though she and Warner agreed 
that some people are still reluctant to get 
themselves or others necessary help.

“The best thing that you can do to help 
someone with an alcohol problem is to 
hold them accountable for their behavior,” 
Manos said.

Regarding tolerance for alcohol 
consumption, Manos draws a distinct line 
that is important for cases related to driving 
under the influence.

“Your physical tolerance is one thing, 
but your mental tolerance is another. So 
while (you) may pass a sobriety test,” you 
may not be able to think and react quickly 
enough to avoid an accident, she said.

For more information, call the ASAP 
office at 354-1710 or 09721-96-1710.

BOTTLE
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Second in series
By Kimberly Gearhart

After 15 long months, your spouse 
is finally home, safe and sound. After a 
few days, you notice that your Soldier is 
irritable, sleepless, suffers from chronic 
headaches, trips over his own feet (loss of 
balance), and seems to be suffering from 
memory problems.

This five-symptom cluster, as it’s called, 
may indicate that your Soldier is suffering 
from mild Traumatic Brain Injury, or 
mTBI.

Many Soldiers returning from war in 
Iraq and Afghanistan may exhibit signs 
of mTBI, which develops as the result of 
a concussive injury and disturbance of 
consciousness. 

Mortar attacks, vehicle accidents, and 
even falls can cause this sort of injury, 
according to Col. Mary Lopez, who heads 
up a team conducting screenings for 

mTBI.
Families are often the first to notice such 

changes in their Soldier, Lopez noted.
“The Family is the most important 

element in any kind of rehab. We see the 
Soldier for an hour or two; you are with 
him every day. It is important for Families 
to understand what the recovery process is 
and what they can do to help,” she said.

The local medical command, under Col. 
Theresa Schneider, has been “working at 
increasing awareness among providers and 
the entire MEDDAC team,” but Family 
awareness is key to identifying problems.

Often, Soldiers may be reluctant to seek 
treatment, Schneider noted, and it may fall 
to the spouse to make sure the Soldier is 
helped.

“There are a lot of avenues available. 
One thing the spouse can do is come on 
over to the clinic. Lt. Col. (Daniel) Duecker 
and his team are very available to talk,” she 
said. 

The Schweinfurt Health Clinic has many 
resources for Soldiers and Families dealing 
with mTBI and other post-deployment 
issues. Clinic staff can then work on a way 
to get the Soldier involved in his or her own 
diagnosis and treatment.

Other routes include talking to your 
family readiness group (FRG), chain of 
command, or local chaplain.

“The chaplain is oh so important, 
because he can walk right over and talk 
to the Soldier,” Schneider added. “The 
important thing is to get people talking 
about and aware of the situation.”

Family involvement and understanding 
is paramount to insuring a successful 
recovery for the injured Soldier.

“The Family member is different, but 
they do recover. You have to understand 
that they are going to forget things, and 
they’re going to be irritable, but once the 
headaches stop and the sleeplessness ends, 
there will be improvement,” Lopez said.

Understanding helps Soldiers with mTBI heal

Story and photo 
By Sandra Wilson

Plan a trip on the local bahn 
(train), make a German word 
search, research the history 
of Schweinfurt, and visit the 
wild park. These are only a 
few of requirements necessary 
to obtain the new Schweinfurt 
Girl Scouts patch designed by 
fifth-grader Britni Mosher.

Last Friday, an assembly was 
held at Schweinfurt Elementary 
School to recognize Mosher’s 
achievements as a  Girl Scout. 
Justin Mitchell, deputy garrison 
commander, presented her with 
the Girl Scout Bronze Award 
for creating the first-ever patch 
designed for Schweinfurt Girl 
Scouts.

“We only have a few Girl 
Scouts who have won this 
award,” said Karen Davis, 
leader of troop 996. “She did a 
lot of research both inside the 

military community and outside 
the community.”

Both of Mosher’s parents 
attended the assembly for the 
presentation of her award— the 
highest award that a Junior 
Girl Scout can earn. Mosher’s 
father, Frank, had the honor of 
pinning it onto her vest.

Mitchell also gave the 
USAG Commander’s Award 
for Excellence to Mosher’s 
parents to thank them for what 
they’ve done as role models for 
their daughter.

“I heard all about (the 
patch project) on the phone,” 
said Mosher’s father who just 
returned from Iraq. The whole 
development process was over 
by the time he returned, but he 
was involved each step of the 
way even over the distance.

“I had to sit down and make 
a list of the things that I wanted 
(girls) to do for the badge,” said 
Mosher. 

Along with actually 
designing the artwork, she 
had to also draft up the 
requirements for earning it.

“My absolute favorite 
is ‘Oink, Oink’ where you 
have to make a sculpture 
representing your troop,” 
said Mosher. 

“She worked very hard. 
I’m very proud of her,” said 
her mother, Chris.

After about 20 hours 
of work over 6 weeks, the 
design and requirements 
were complete and the 
patch ordered. The patch 
will be the first earn-able 
patch for Schweinfurt girls. 
Girl Scouts everywhere are 
invited to visit Schweinfurt 
and acquire it.

“This patch and 
requirements can stay here 
as long as Girls Scouts is 
in this community,” said 
Davis.

Justin Mitchell (back), deputy garrison 
commander, presented the highest 
Junior Girl Scout award to Britni 
Mosher. Mosher’s father (front) pinned 
it onto her vest. 

Fifth-grader creates new Girl Scout patch
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Iraq and had a tight grip on the control 
of many neighborhoods in northwest 
Baghdad, according to Burton, who joined 
his staff in taking a hard look at the way the 
coalition was waging the battle – especially 
during Operation Together Forward II in 
late summer.

 “Coalition forces would go out here, but 
we were basically driving back and forth to 
work. I mean, we’d go out, do an operation, 
and we’d come back to the big FOBs, 
Forward Operating Bases at Baghdad. We 
were not living out here,” he said.

Change one.
“When we came here, I directed my task 

force commanders, I said, ‘We will move 
to the city.

First and foremost, we will head straight 
for the sectarian flash points,” which 
pocked the Karkh Area Command area that 
included the Dagger Area of Responsibility, 
he said.

Burton seized an opportunity and sent 
Miska into Kadamiya to establish a tactical 
command post collocated with headquarters 
of elements from both Iraqi National Police 
and the Iraqi Army.

Thus was born the first of the 14 Joint 
Security Stations (JSSs) the Dagger 
Brigade built in northwest Baghdad, 
quickly following the first with JSS Casino 
in Ghazaliya. 

“We built Casino is a driving rain storm. 
The sewer systems in northwest Baghdad 

at that time were just 
horrible. So you can 
imagine up to your 
knees in raw sewage 
in a driving rain storm 
trying to put concrete 
barriers,” Burton 
said, praising the 
tremendous effort of 
the Soldiers who built 
it from abandoned 
homes.

“And the very next 
week, the very next 
week after Casino 
went in, murders in 
Ghazaliya were cut 
by 50 percent. Two 
weeks after that, shops 
on Cecil Road were open,” he said. The 
results were in.

“So it wasn’t just employing Soldiers 
to go kick down doors and kill and capture 
bad guys. It also included understanding 
the sewage system in northwest Baghdad 
and understanding how it works to ensure 
the money our taxpayers are spending on 
this war effort was appropriately allocated 
to systems that would endure. Otherwise, 
it was just a wasted venture,” Burton said. 
Pointing out a spike in violent incidents 
after a six-month steady decrease from 
the beginning of the deployment, Miska 
looks directly at the move out into the 
neighborhoods. 

 “The decrease over the first six months 

was success against Al Qaeda, but now all of 
a sudden, we were living in militia territory 
and we’ve got some real kinetic activities 
going on with the militias,” Miska said.

“Getting out into the neighborhoods and 
living exposed us more. We could have 
stayed on Baghdad International Airport 
and never driven outside. And our violence 
indicators would have been zero. But we 
would not have changed anything,” Burton 
said.

The decision to move off the FOBs and 
into the neighborhoods came at a price. And 
Burton and the rest of the Brigade knew it.

Next week:  A decisive moment in the 
battle for northwest Baghdad 

Members of Task Force Justice conducted range training with Iraqi 
Army Scouts in July. Joint operations are critical in building trust as 
well as helping create a strong Iraqi security force. 

FREEDOM

By Sandra Wilson

‘Tis the season to be 
giving—especially to those less 
fortunate.

This month, the Schweinfurt 
community has banded together 
to do just that, marking the third 
year of collecting for a mission 
in Poland: Elim Christian 
Center.

Donna Hilley, Schweinfurt 
teen center director, heads up the 
donation project in Schweinfurt. 
A list of needed items, provided 
by the mission addresses very 

specific necessities and some 
fun gift items. Included are 
personal hygiene products, 
knit gloves and hats, as well as 
sweets, and toy cars.

By Dec. 14, Hilley hopes to 
have the list of items checked 
off so that the gifts can be 
transported to the mission that 
weekend after being packaged 
by community teenagers into 
lots of gift bags.

Gift donations will go to 
the orphanage near the Elim 
mission which houses nearly 
220 middle and high school-

aged kids, some abandoned and 
others with parents who cannot 
afford to care for them. 

Donations will also go to 
several senior homes in the area 
where visitors to the facilities 
seem rather scarce, said Judy 
Jedynak, an American who 
works at the Elim mission.

 “(It’s) exciting just being 
able to give to those less 
fortunate,” said SMS Golden 
Knight advisor, Darlene Edgar, 
who has the club members 
participate in it for their yearly  
service project.

“It’s really touching how 
individuals come together to 
meet the need for (the) mission,” 
Hilley said, after sharing about 
how two kids in the community 
used their birthday money to 
buy items to donate.

All involved hope to spread 
the holiday cheer through their 
gifts.

In the spring, a food and 
clothing drive will be conducted 
for the same mission in Poland.

For more information on 
what to donate, call the teen 
center at 354-6732.

Community encouraged to donate to mission


