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‘Remember me always...’
Schweinfurt memorializes three fallen Soldiers

By Mark Heeter

The Schweinfurt community held a me-
morial today at the Ledward Chapel to re-
member the lives and service of Capt. An-
thony Palermo
Jr., Spc. Ryan
Scott Michael

Dallam  and
Pfc. Damian
Lopez Ro-
driguez, who
were  killed
when their
vehicle was
struck by an
improvised

exploding device while they were on a
combat logistical patrol April 6.

“Ultimately, these three Soldiers saved
lives, and they continue to save lives to
this day,” said Lt. Col. George Glaze, who
commanded all three fallen members of
the 1st Battalion, 18th Infantry Regiment,
“Vanguards.”

Glaze offered two strips of silver lining
around the cloud hanging over the chapel.

“Our Soldiers did not suffer, and they
died doing what they loved most — leading
the way,” he said, noting that they were in
the lead vehicle of their support platoon
convoy.

Staff Sgt. Jason Vickodil read remarks
from Sgt. Thomas Fernandez, who includ-
ed Lopez in a club he created called the EZ
Riders, whose members’ last names ended
in “ez.”

“He always gave his all in everythmg he
did,” said Fer-
nandez, who
recalled sharing ¥
a joke the last
time he saw his
co-EZ  Rider,
in the gym the
night before the
fatal attack.

“We  were
both laughing. I
turned around.
He was smiling and I left the room,” he
said, noting that he heard Lopez’s deep
voice from around the corner just before he
went on his last mission.

“This EZ Rider was the toughest and
bravest of them all,” Fernandez said.

Recalling Dallam, Staff Sgt. Donald
McHattie read -
the  remarks
of Sgt. Patrick
Mange, who
reflected  on
Dallam as one
who was “al-
ways there to
say something |

funny.”
“His stories |
would  start

with, ‘One time [ was drinking,” or ‘I was
partying this one time,” Mange said to
chuckles of the packed chapel.

“He was always there and did what he
could with a smile,” he said.

Palermo, who was due home on rest and
recuperation leave to enjoy the birth of his
son, was recalled by Maj. Scott Nelson and
Capt. Scott Robinson, Vanguard comrades
whose remarks were read by Capt. Rickey

See Remember, page 6

To the families of Soldiers serving in Multinational Force-Iraq

On April 11, Secretary of Defense Gates announced that the
tour of duty for Soldiers serving in Iraq would be extended
from 12 to 15 months. This was tough news, I know, for those on
the home front - and also tough, of course,
for those on the ground here in Iraq. This
was particularly difficult news, as a leak of |
this action meant that the Army was unable
to notify you before the extension was
reported by the press.

Needless to say, Lt. Gen. Odierno and I [ &=
would not have requested maintenance of [i&
the surge force levels in Iraq - the request [Fo—
which led to the tour extensions - if we
did not view the additional forces as being
critical to the ability of Multinational
Force-Iraq to accomplish its mission. That mission - to help Iraq
improve the level of security for its population - is obviously
critical to the effort to give Iraq’s leaders an opportunity to resolve

the difficult political issues that can enable long-term solutions to
Iraq’s problems.

I want to assure you that I understand - and appreciate deeply
- the sacrifices that you and your Soldiers have made and will
continue to make in the future. My family and I understand the
challenge of long deployments. In fact, this tour of duty in Iraq is
my fourth year-or-longer deployment since 2001. We know what
you and your loved ones have gone through in recent years, and
we - and all Americans - are grateful to you. You, too, have been
“soldiering” along with your favorite trooper.

Thank you for your sacrifice, and thank you for your tireless
support of your Soldier. You truly are America’s unsung heroes.

Sincerely,

David H. Detraens
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News Briefs
ACS Lunch Bunch

The ACS Lunch Bunch will make a
visit to the Seufert Ranch Thursday, April
26. This monthly get together is open to
everyone, and children are welcome! Meet
at 11 a.m. at the Ledward ACS, or 11:30
at the ranch, located at Heinrichweg 5 in
Hambach. Bring Euro for lunch, and enjoy
a midday treat with some old friends, or
make some new ones! Call ACS to RSVP,
354-6933 or 09721-96-6933.

Kinder Olympics

The USAG Schweinfurt SKIES
Unlimited program will host the Kinder
Olympics April 21 from 10 a.m. to 2 p.m.
at Dickman Field, across from the PX, on
Leighton Barracks in Wuerzburg. Children
from 2 to 18 years old are welcome to
participate in this free event. Bring a picnic
lunch and enjoy a day of track and field
events with your community. For more
information, call 350-6608 or 0931-889-
6608, 354-6460 or 09721-96-6460.

Hero Bookplate Program

Honor your deployed loved ones with a
bookplate. The name and unit of the person
you want to honor will be entered onto a
bookplate and inserted in a newly purchased
book. A digital photo of the presenter with
the bookplate will be taken and transferred

to a disk or memory stick so customers
may send the photo to their deployed loved
ones. Memory sticks and/or disks are not
provided; you must bring your own. For
more information, call Schweinfurt 354-
1740 or 09721-961740 or Wiirzburg 350-
1740 or 0931-889-1740.

Skate party

The Schweinfurt Elementary School
(SES) PTA will host a Skate Party April
27 from 4 to 6 p.m. in the SES parking lot.
Children must be accompanied by an adult
and must wear a helmet. Food and drinks

will be available for purchase. The PTA
will hold their 2007-2008 board elections
during the event. In case of rain, event will
be rescheduled to May 4.

Seeking contracted
instructors

Do you have a special talent you would
like to offer the youth of Schweinfurt and
Wiirzburg? The CYS SKIESUnlimited
(Schools of Knowledge, Inspiration,
Exploration & Skills) program is seeking
instructors for the following classes:
Musical Instruments, Sports, Guitar,
Piano, Financial Management, Culinary
Arts, and more! The opportunities to teach
are unlimited. Contact Thomas Williams
at 354-6460 or 09721-966460 for more
information about these and other teaching
opportunities.

USO trip to Poland

Join USO on an express shopping trip
to Bolesvawiec in Poland April 27. For $49
reserve a seat on the bus. U.S. passport is
required. For more information, call 354-
6711 or 09721-966711.

Shopping on German
economy

Join Army Community Service and take
a trip downtown with public transportation
for atour of Schweinfurt. German-speaking
ACS staff member will give information
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This newsletter is a command information
product that places emphasis on events and ac-
tivities occurring throughout the Schweinfurt
and Lower Franconia areas.

Information and photos included in this

newsletter are acquired from sources that
highlight events, programs and activities in
Schweinfurt and Lower Franconia.
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To be added to the Schweinfurt Dispatch
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Shaken Baby Syndrome

Sarah Hager (left), family member, 1-7 Field
Artillery Battalion, and her daughter, Raeann,
browse the Shaken Baby Syndrome informa-
tion booth displayed by Schweinfurt Army
Community Services at the PX.

April is the Month of the Military Child and
as part of promoting healthy Families, educa-
tion is key in preventing Shaken Baby Syn-
drome.

Each year between 10 to 20 infant deaths
across the military are attributed to Shaken
Baby Syndrome. Shaken Baby Syndrome can
occur when frustrated parents negatively react
to their baby’s cries by shaking it.

For more information about how to raise a
healthy child, call ACS at 354-6933 or 09721-

96-6933.

Sandra Wilson

on thrifty shopping, European clothing
sizes, and history of the town. For more
information, call 354-6933/6751 or 09721-
96-6933/6751.

Jellybeans and books
shower the library

April showers bring jelly beans and
books to USAG Schweinfurt Ledward and
Leighton Libraries. Stop by the library,
pick up your Jelly Bean Reading list, and
take a guess at how many jelly beans the
library has collected in their rain jars.
Winner will receive a free lunch at the food
court. Contest runs through April 30. For
more information, call 354-1740 or 350-
1740.

Town brewery tour

Check out Schweinfurt’s traditional
“Brauereihoffest” including a brewery
tour April 22. Socializing and musical
entertainment provided by “The Shades”
from 10 a.m. - 6 p.m. All the fun is located at
the Brauhaus Brewery, Klingenbrunnstrasse
22 — 26 in Schweinfurt.

Texas Hold ‘Em Poker

Go all in with Texas Hold ‘Em Poker at
the Leighton Community Activities Center
April 28! Prizes include a $500 gift card
and more! Local winners will play in the
Army On-Line Final Tournament. Prizes
for the finals include a $650 gas card, laptop
computer and Ultimate Home Theater
prize package! For more details, log on
to www.mwrpromotions.com, or call 350-
6305/7523 or 0931-889-7575.

Fitness instructors
needed

BRD Sports & Fitness is looking for
contract instructors for spinning, pilates,
yoga, kickboxing, body sculpting, step
aerobics, and more. Call 354-6264 or

09721-966264 for more information.

UMUC financial class

Enroll in UMUC Schweinfurt’s only
class left in Term 4 April 28 and 29. Class
runs from 9 a.m. to 5:30 p.m. and is located
at Conn Barracks building 20 above the

dining facility. Course fee is $173 plus
$17 for the book. Learn how to budget
income and expenditures and plan for
financial security and retirement. For more
information, call 354-6383 or 353-8661.

Personalized Group Trips

Where would you like to go? Group
trips can be arranged through ODR for 7-
50 persons. Three weeks notice is required
for multiple-day trips with full payment due
two weeks prior to departure date. For one-
day trips, a minimum of one week notice
is required with full payment due two
days prior to departure date. Call for more
information and ideas! In Schweinfurt, call
353-8080 or 09721-96-8080; in Wiirzburg,
call 350-6305 or 0931-889-6305.

Red Cross CPR class

The USAG Schweinfurt Red Cross will
offer a class in Adult CPR and first aid April
21 from 8 a.m. to 3:30 p.m. in Schweinfurt.
There will also be a first aid class offered
April 28 from 8 a.m. to noon in Wuerzburg.
For more information, please call the Red
Cross at 354-1760 or 09721-96-1760.
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20 APR

21 APR
26 APR
27 APR

28-29 APR

29 APR

30 APR

1 MAY

3 MAY
5 MAY

7 MAY
7-11 MAY
11 MAY
15 MAY
16 MAY

17 MAY
18 MAY
19 MAY

22-23 MAY
24 MAY
26 MAY
25 MAY

28 MAY

--Family Game Night, Leighton CAC, 6-10 p.m.

--USAG Schweinfurt Volunteer recognition ceremony, 10 a.m., Conn Club.

--Schweinfurt Scrapbooking Crop, Conn Barracks. Call 09721-96-6141 for more information.
--Kinder Olympics, Dickman Field, 10 a.m. to 2 p.m., free for participants 2-19 years old.
--ACS “Lunch Bunch” to Seufert Ranch, 11 a.m. to 1 p.m. Call 354-6933.

--SES Skate Party and PTA Board elections, 4-6 p.m., SES parking lot.

--WCSC Schoolhouse antiques sale, 11 a.m. to 5 p.m., Wuerzburg Middle School Gym.
Proceeds benefit “Homes for our Troops.”

--Fishing trip with MWR to Gersfeld, 8:30 a.m. to 5 p.m. Call for more info. 353-8476.

--ACS German language 4-week class begins. Call ACS to sign up 354-6933.

--Take Back the Night Walks, Victory Park and Askren Manor, 6 p.m. Call 354-6933.
--Preschool Parenting Made Fun class, five Tuesdays, 10 a.m. to noon. Call ACS 354-6933/6751.

--Spanish Club presentation, 5 p.m., Schweinfurt Elementary School gym.

--Cinco de Mayo deployment hourly care, 5:30 to 9:30 p.m., CDC Askren Manor. Call 354-6517.

--Legoland, no cost for transportation or admission. Call USO 354-6711.
--Parenting Teens & Loving It! class, 6 to 8 p.m., Ledward ACS. Call 354-6933/6751.
--Teacher Appreciation Week

--Asian Pacific Heritage Month celebration, 1:30-3 p.m., Schweinfurt Middle School gym.

--Staying Lovers Through Deployment class, 9 to 11:30 a.m., Ledward ACS. Call 354-6933/6751.

--Savings & Investing class, 9 to 10 a.m., Ledward ACS. Call 354/6933/6751.

--7 Habits of Successful Army Families, two days 8:30 a.m. to 2 p.m., Conn Club. Call 354-6933.

--Spring Safari Carnival, Schweinfurt Elementary School, 5 - 7 p.m. Call 354-6734/6518.

--Parents’ Night Out respite care, 6:30 to 11 p.m. Sign-ups begin May 7. Call 354-6517/6414.

--SAS special Saturday opening, 9 a.m. to noon, “Asian-Pacific Heritage Month.” Call 354-6974.

--Flea Market, 10 a.m. to 3 p.m., Schweinfurt Middle School. Call Diane Schmidt 354-6815.
--Prague Express, cost is $50 per seat, passports required. Call USO 354-6711.
--Environmental Awareness Days, 8 a.m. to 3 p.m. Conn Recycling Center.

--ACS “Lunch Bunch” 11 a.m. to 1 p.m. Call 354-6933/6751.

--D-day Memorial 10k and family fun run, 9 a.m., Kessler Fitness Center. Call 354-673S5.
--Local Youth of the Year ceremony, 6 to 8 p.m., Middle School Zone. Call 354-6308.

--Fishing trip with MWR to Gersfeld, 8:30 a.m. to 5 p.m. Call for more info. 353-8476.
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Schweinfurt Elementary pig ‘Flat W|Ibur travels Iraq

Story and photo by Kimberly Gearhart

Thursday = morning  students  at
Schweinfurt Elementary School (SES)
received an update on a near and dear friend
who is currently serving in Irag—their own
mascot, Wilbur Schweinfurt.

Wilbur, in his “Flat Wilbur” incarnation,
is serving in support of Operation Iraqi
Freedom with Schweinfurt Elementary’s
partner unit, 1% Battalion, 7 Field Artillery
(1-7). This is Flat Wilbur’s second tour of
duty.

“He’s earned his 1%t ID combat patch,

Capt. Josh Walter shows his Wilbur-shaped
thank you card presented to him by the
students of Schweinfurt Elementary School.

which he’s very proud of,” said Capt. Josh
Walter, Delta Battery commander for 1-
7, who narrated a slide show presentation
about Flat Wilbur’s latest missions in Iraq.

Walter showed the kids how Flat Wilbur
helps 1-7 monitor radios, pass out candy,
and rebuild damaged schools.

“Flat Wilbur is concerned about fixing
schools ... One of the things we like to do is
try to get the children some school supplies,”
Walter said, showing the children pictures
of Flat Wilbur monitoring construction
progress and sitting on a school desk.

Students learned about the mission in
Iraq and how Soldiers with 1-7 are helping
train the Iraqis to protect themselves and
maintain security, a mission very similar to
what many of the units from 2™ Brigade are
accomplishing daily.

According to SES Principal Wilma
Holt, approximately 70% of the students
have deployed loved ones. During the
presentation, students intently watched to
see if their mom or dad would be in the
pictures.

“It’s a good way for the kids to connect
with the deployment in a light-hearted
way,” Walter said.

After his presentation, Walter answered
questions about Flat Wilbur’s mission. Has

Flat Wilbur climbs a ladder to check the
progress of a school improvement project in
Baghdad.

Flat Wilbur been everywhere in Iraq? Does
he get a suntan? What’s his favorite hobby
downrange?

“Flat Wilbur likes to nap in the shade,
but he spends most of his time helping the
people of Baghdad,” Walter said.

Like 1-7, Flat Wilbur is looking forward
to coming home to his family (Wilbur has a
wife), but while he is in Iraq, he works hard
to make sure his friends in 1-7 stay safe.
The rear detachment for 1-7 will monitor
his progress.

“We’ve followed (Flat Wilbur) since the
beginning of this deployment, and we’re
with him until the end,” said 1% Sgt. Ray
Trent.

USAEUR general meets with Schweinfurt troops in Baghdad

Story and photo by Pfc. Nathaniel Smith
4th IBCT, 1st Inf. Div. Public Affairs

BAGHDAD — The commander of U.S. Army Europe met with
Soldiers from 1st Battalion, 18th Infantry
Regiment, 2nd Brigade, Ist Infantry Division
out of Schweinfurt, Germany, in the Iraqi

capital’s Rashid district April 16.

Gen. David McKiernan rode with the
Vanguards from Forward Operating Base
Falcon, where the 1-18th is based for their
to Combat Outpost
the Company C, 1-18th’s outpost
named for one of their Soldiers killed by an

current deployment,
‘Carter,’

explosively formed projectile in late 2006.

During the visit, McKiernan read the oath
of enlistment to a group of Co. C Soldiers who

were re-enlisting.

Pfc. Patrick Hyatt, an infantryman from St.
Louis, Mo., said he enjoyed having the general

preside over his re-enlistment.

“It’s nice having him come and interact with the Soldiers,

”he

said. “It shows the Soldiers who he is and what he does.”
As for why Hyatt decided to re-enlist, he said the opportunity to

Gen. David McKiernan (right), the
commanding general of U.S. Army Europe,
talks with Spc. Jason Landrum, a gunner
with Company C, 1st Battalion, 18th Infantry
Regiment, 2nd Brigade, 1st Infantry Division,
about his decision to re-enlist. The general
conducted a re-enlistment ceremony and
met with the Schweinfurt, Germany-based
troops during his visit.

learn more in the Army was too much to pass up.

“I like the experience of what I do, it

| teaches me more,” he said. “I want to see

new things.”
After completing
McKiernan gave the

the ceremony,
Soldiers  the

*| opportunity to ask him questions, and he

also took the opportunity to ask them about
their concerns.

“It’s not often that we get to come down
here and talk face-to-face,” McKiernan said
to the troops.

Questions from the Soldiers from Co.
C varied, but the main focus was on the
recent announcement of an extension for all
U.S. forces in Iraq, as well the schools and
hospital back in the Schweinfurt military
community.
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FY08 transformation actions announced

HEIDELBERG, Germany— The U.S.
Army, Europe will convert, inactivate and
relocate numerous units within Germany in
FY 2008 to support Army transformation
and the Department of Defense’s overall

plan to increase strategic responsiveness in
the face of threats posed by the Global War

on Terrorism.
USAREUR will continue transformation
and move closer to our end-state enduring
Main Operating
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Bases by
restructuring
Army Air Defense
assets,inactivating
a military
intelligence
brigade
headquarters, and

07 including modularizing finance and
medical units.

As a result of these unit actions there
will be a reduction of approximately 1,720
Soldiers, 3,300 family members, 480 U.S.
civilians and 530 local national civilians in
Germany. In Italy the U.S. Army population
will decrease by approximately 62 Soldiers
and 93 family members.

Numbers reflect the total personnel
associated with the units and organizations
in this announcement.

The impact on both military and
civilian personnel will vary, based on the

ANY'MISSION, ANYWHER

Transformation affects
Leighton in Wuerzburg

Air Defense Artillery Force

g Headquarters and Headquarters Battery, 69th Air
Defense Artillery Brigade (ADA BDE), Wuerzburg,
returns to the Continental United States.

Medical Services

g U.S. Army Veterinary Treatment Facility Wuerzburg
closes.
g U.S. Army Health Clinic Wuerzburg closes. The

Command and Control element of the medical activity,
the staff headquarters positions responsible for day to
day oversight of health care clinic operations, relocates
to Grafenwoehr.

g U.S. Army Dental Clinic Wuerzburg at Leighton
Barracks closes.
g U.S. Army Dental Clinic Wuerzburg at Hospital Kaserne

closes. The Command and Control element of the dental
activity, the staff headquarters positions responsible for
day to day oversight of health care clinic operations,
relocates to Grafenwoehr.

USA Garrisons
g USAG Schweinfurt — Sub-community Wuerzburg
inactivates.
g Leighton Barracks and Hospital Kaserne in Wuerzburg

scheduled to close by end of FY08.
Other Unit actions
g American Forces Network Wuerzburg ceases operation.

completing  the disposition of their units and the status of
Combat  Service individual Soldiers and employees. Also,
Support  (CSS) the number of Soldiers reflects authorized
i | restructure plans  positions, while the number of civilians is
initiated in FY actual strengths.
Remember, from Page 1
Torres.

“He was a leader and he was brave,” Robinson said. “The com-
passion for each other makes warriors great.”

“He never lost his cool and always placed his Soldiers first,” he
said.

When pondering what the three fallen warriors would have said
at the memorial service, Robinson had a simple answer: Remem-
ber me always.

“It is easy to be thrown from the horse and choose never to get
back up, but we are Vanguards and Soldiers,” Nelson said.

“Together they were everything we look for in American Sol-
diers,” said Lt. Col. Robert Whittle, commander of Task Force
Guardian.

Dallam joined the Vanguards upon completion of his advanced
individual training in 2005. He is survived by his father and step-
mother, Scott and Leslie Dallam, his mother, Laura, and a brother
and sister.

Lopez enlisted in the Army just three days after the third anni-
versary of the terrorist attacks in September 2001. He is survived
by his mother, Ana B. Scott, and father, Raphael Lopez.

Palermo came to the 1-18 Infantry Vanguards in April 2004
and deployed to, and saw action in, Iraq during the 1st Infantry
Division’s deployment to Iraq. He is survived by his wife, Kristin,
who is expecting the birth of their son, Marcus A. Palermo.

“Tony, Ryan and Damian live on in each of our actions from
this day forward,” Glaze said, as he described the type of Soldier
who would be selected to be in the lead vehicle of a convoy.

“The sacrifices they made continue to save lives,” he said, not-
ing that the unit detained suspects shortly after the attack, thereby
likely preventing more attacks.



