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Story and photo by Kimberly Gearhart

Students from  Schweinfurt and
Wiirzburg Elementary schools spent the
day learning about the importance of
recycling, protecting the ozone layer,
and planting trees as part of the 2007
Environmental Awareness Day activities at
the Conn Barracks Recycling Center May
22 and 23.

Schweinfurt students walked the
distance from their school on Askren Manor
to the recycling center on Conn Barracks,
getting an opportunity to enjoy the fresh air
and reinforce the environmental awareness
theme by avoiding the pollution a bus ride
would cause.

Actotal of eight stations were presented as
part of the event. Representatives from the
Forestry Office and the city of Schweinfurt
joined in helping the children understand
the impact they have on their environment.

Brad Posey, Schweinfurt SORT
coordinator, discussed the importance of

recycling as a method of reducing trash
volume, saving trees, and preventing global
warming, even though, as one student
complained, it’s not much fun.

“We would be living in a really polluted
world if we just dumped all of our trash
outside,” Posey explained.

With a particular interest in the effect
of deforestation on animals, students in
the third, fourth, and fifth grades asked
and answered questions related to the
importance of trees, the make-up of plastic,
and the overall importance of cleaning up
the environment.

Children also had the opportunity to
help plant new trees with Bernhard Morber
from the Building and Grounds division
and plant flowers with Andreas Rehberger
from the city of Schweinfurt.

“I hope that you will take care of your
plants,” Rehberger said, reiterating the
importance of proper care for nature as a
whole.

This year’s event included displays on

Kids learn how to save environment
|
|

Andreas Rehberger (right) shows Schweinfurt
Elementary students (from left) C.J. Archield,
Kenny Spiller, and Heather Miska how to pot
flowers using newly-composted dirt.

the ozone layer and a station where students
learned about the recycling process and
made paper windmills, a change from
previous programs.

“We’ve done some things differently
this year, but it’s still a great program,” said
program coordinator Lothar Riickert, chief
of the USAG Schweinfurt environmental
division.

Middle school principal retires from DoDDS

Story and photo by Sandra Wilson

shared childhood stories that generated laughter in the room.
“She’s always had dreams, and they didn’t just involve her—

After 24 years of service to military dependents in Department of
Defense schools, including eight years as principal at Schweinfurt
Middle School, Dr. Eldrenna Durham is saying goodbye.

Family, friends, and colleagues, some traveling thousands of
miles, all gathered for a celebration of Durham’s accomplishments
and retirement May 12 at the Conn Club in Schweinfurt.

The evening began with socializing and dinner while a slideshow
of Durham’s life played. Emcee Nancy Dauber, a teacher at the
middle school, conducted
the program with a historical
timeline paralleling the life of
Durham.

Performers donned the
clothes and mannerisms of
Elvis Presley, The Supremes,
and Toni Braxton as they sang
and danced to the time periods’
popular songs.

As a tribute to Durham’s
younger years, her sister,
Mildred Durham Howard,

Dr. Eldrenna Durham, principal of
Schweinfurt Middle School, dances
to the song “R-E-S-P-E-C-T” at her
retirement celebration May 12.

they involved the whole Family,” said Howard, describing how
Durham encouraged her to go to college.

Durham herself stood for a brief moment and described her
passion for education and how it first began when she was a child.
Linda Harrill Rudisill, one of Durham’s middle school teachers,
was a great inspiration and also Durham’s mentor for 40 years.

“Really, she gives me too much credit... Dr. Durham has
overcome obstacles which, to a majority of others, would be
insurmountable,” Rudisill said.

“(As a student) she was forthright and absolutely unrelenting in
achieving her goals,” Rudisill said. “She defied the odds because
she believed in her heart that she could.”

The floor opened for all in attendance to give tributes to
Durham and many went up to the microphone to express their
appreciation. Some letters and emails from those who were unable
to attend the celebration were read aloud and then farewell gifts
were presented.

Durham plans to return this summer to Charlotte, North
Carolina, where she will begin her new job as director of school
administration and support services in the Charlotte-Mecklenburg
schools.
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News Briefs
CORRECTION

A story last week misidentified the
relatives of Spc. John Flores, who was
honored at a memorial service here May
14. Flores is survived by his wife, Charlene,
daughter, Chloe, mother, Christine Werts,
and mother-in-law, Cindy Gonzales.

Schweinfurt
entertainment

Come to the Skatepark Opening Festival
at the Stattbahnhof in Schweinfurt May 26
beginning at 8§ p.m. Musical entertainment
is by Mellow Mark, featuring Pyro & the
Ruff Cats, Sorgente, and Raggabund. For
more information and tickets visit the web
www.tickets.stattbahnhof.net.

Health clinic closed

The Schweinfurt Health Clinic will
be closed on Monday, May 28 due to the
observance of Memorial Day.

Family fun run
Saturday

Bring the whole family out for a run
at Kessler May 26 at 9 a.m. Adults will
compete in the 10-kilometer race, and kids
can run a two-, three-, or five-kilometer
race. Register in advance at Finney or

Kessler gyms or on the day of the event at
Kessler. Open to all I.D. card holders ages
6 and older. Trophies will be awarded to
first and second place finishers in each age
category.

Learn relaxation
techniques

Join the Army Community Services
(ACS) class on Relaxation Techniques
May 30 from 10 a.m. to noon at Ledward
ACS. Find balance and serenity in the
midst of a stress-filled world. Call for more
information or to sign up at 354-6933 or
09721-96-6751.

Volunteers needed for
Vacation Bible School

Schweinfurt’s Ledward chapel presents
Vacation Bible School: Avalanche Ranch
from August 13 — 17, 9 am. to 2 p.m., a
program for preschool through fifth-grade.
Volunteers are needed now for pre-planning.
Watch care is available for volunteer staff.
Call Chantal Santee at 09727-909516 or
email at chantal.j.santee@us.army.mil.

Youth of the year
ceremony

Come celebrate the outstanding local
youth on Friday from 6 — 8 p.m. at the
Middle School Zone. In the tradition of
the Boys and Girls Club of America’s
National Youth of the Year Competition,

the best Middle School Zone youth will
be recognized and celebrated for their
accomplishments. For more information,
call 354-6308.

Army Family Team
Building classes

Join the Army Family Team building
level one classes May 29 — June 1 from
9 a.m. to 1:30 p.m. in Ledward’s Yellow
Ribbon Room. Get oriented with the basics
of Army living. Topics include military
acronyms, chain of command, FRGs, and
much more. Call for more information or to
sign up at 354-6933 or 09721-96-6751.

Commissary case lot sale

Come to the commissary this Saturday
and Sunday from 10 a.m. to 6 p.m. for a
case lot sale in the store warehouse. Get
good deals on a variety of bulk items.
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The Schweinfurt Dispatch weekly news-
letter is an unofficial publication of the U.S.
Army Garrison Schweinfurt, IMCOM-Europe
and the U.S. Army authorized under the provi-
sions of AR 360-1.

The newsletter is published and distributed
weekly in an electronic format. The newsletter
can be viewed on the U.S. Army Schweinfurt
website at http://www.schweinfurt.army.mil.

This newsletter is a command information
product that places emphasis on events and ac-
tivities occurring throughout the Schweinfurt
and Lower Franconia areas.

Information and photos included in this

newsletter are acquired from sources that
highlight events, programs and activities in
Schweinfurt and Lower Franconia.

Dates, times, locations,
events themselves might change or
be cancelled without prior notice.

To be added to the Schweinfurt Dispatch
distribution list, please email: mail.sft.pao@
eur.army.mil.

This address can also be used to submit
community slides or information on upcom-
ing events, or you can reach the USAG Sch-
weinfurt public affairs office by calling 354-
1600/6381 or (09721) 961600/966381.

and the
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25 MAY --Deadline for MLB Star Award application submission at Central Registration.

--Deadline for Term V registration with Central Texas College.

28 MAY --Fishing trip with MWR to Gersfeld, 8:30 a.m. to 5 p.m. Call for more info. 353-8476.
2 JUNE --MWR Street party, Askren Manor, noon - 8 p.m.; Donny Vox Band 6 - § p.m.
--Family Friendly Trip to Pullman City, transportation free. Call 350-6305 or 0931-889-6305.
4 JUNE --Wiirzburg Shoppette hours change to 7 a.m. through 11 p.m., 7 days a week.
5 JUNE --Wiirzburg Mega Mall will begin Wed. through Sun. operations.
--Wiirzburg PX will begin closing at 7 p.m. rather than 8 p.m. Wed.-Friday.
--Basic Auto Repair class, free of charge, Conn Auto Skills Center, 1 p.m. Call 350-6305.

5-7 JUNE --7 Habits of High Effective Army Families, Community Activities Center building 5 at
Leighton, 8:30 a.m. to noon. Call 350-7103 or 0931-889-7103.

6 JUNE --Asian cooking class, Ledward library 11 a.m. to 1:30 p.m. Call 354-6933 or 09721-96-6933.
8 JUNE --Wiirzburg Middle School closing ceremony, 1 p.m., WMS.
9 JUNE --Seligenstadt Medieval Fair, 8 a.m. to 6 p.m. Call Crafts Studio 354-6903.

--Fishing trip with MWR to Gersfeld, 8:30 a.m. to 5 p.m. Call for more info. 353-8476.

10 JUNE --Ziegenhain Salatkirmes, 1728 traditional folk event, 8 a.m. to 6 p.m. Call 354-6903.
11 JUNE --Fall sports registration begins at Central Registration: football, soccer, cheerleading.
16 JUNE --Parents Day Out Respite Care, Leighton & Schweinfurt 9 a.m. - 2 p.m. Sign-ups begin June 4.

Call 354-6517 or 09721-96-6414 Schweinfurt or 350-7762 or 0931-889-7762.

--Family Friendly Trip to Neuschwanstein Castle, free transportation. Call 350-6305.

19 JUNE -- Middle School Zone trip: Geiselwind Amusement Park, call 354-6308 or 09721-87465.
21 JUNE --Middle School Zone trip: go kart racing, call 354-6308 or 09721-87465.
22 JUNE --USO shopping trip to Bolesvawiec in Poland. Departs 6 a.m., returns 7 p.m. $45 per seat. Last

day to sign up June 18. Passport required. Call 354-6711 or 09721-96-6711.

24 JUNE --Fishing trip with MWR to Gersfeld, 8:30 a.m. to 5 p.m. Call for more info. 353-8476.
30 JUNE --Horseshoe tournament with BBQ & music by Texas Rooster, Conn Club, 10 a.m. to 6 p.m.
4 JULY --Independence Day Celebration, Kessler field, 2 - 11 p.m.

7 JULY --Family Friendly Trip to Strasbourg, France, free transportation. Call 350-6305.
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Summer camp jam-packed full of fun

Story and photo by Kimberly Gearhart

Summer Jam—sounds like a summer concert festival like
Lollapalooza or Lilith fair, but actually, it’s the USAG Schweinfurt
School Age Services (SAS) summer camp program which begins

June 18.

Summer camp is shaping up to be a festival of fun with the
Askren Manor SAS planning for horseback riding, swimming,
and even a concert. Students will enjoy two weekly field trips on

Tuesdays and Thursdays.

The SAS facility on Leighton Barracks
(co-located with the Child Development
Center) has a Summer Jam program
packed with water and animal themes. One
field trip, on Wednesdays, is planned for

this facility.

Both programs will run for the 10
weeks of the school summer break, with
camp hours offered between 8 a.m. and 4
p.m. Before and after camp care will also
be offered from 5:45 a.m. to 6 p.m., just as

during the school year.

anything more than the regular weekly cost,”

said Bobbie Jones,

assistant SAS director for the Askren Manor facility.

You can choose to send your children to all 10 weeks or just
select weeks. Fees will be due the Thursday prior to the selected
week. This allows for proper scheduling of events and staff for
field trips and daily care the next week.

Parents who wish to enroll their children in summer camp must
first attend an orientation at SAS. During orientation, parents will
receive weekly schedules, sign program agreements, and learn a

offer.

a.m.

Leighton

little bit about what the program has to

“We’re trying to let the children
learn some responsibility in handling
their own money and transactions,”
said Askren SAS Director Matt Spears,
describing the SAS movement toward
responsible independence.

Askren Manor will hold its next
orientations June 6 at 10 a.m. and 5
p.m., then every Tuesday in June at 10

SAS will conduct

“If you really wanted, you could drop |z vasquez, left, and Aryana Ybay, right, sharpen Orientation May 30 and June 5 at 5 p.m.,
your kids off at 5:45 a.m. and pick them their computer skills in the Schweinfurt SAS then every Wednesday in June, July, and

up at 6 p.m. every day and not have to pay computer lab. Summer camp activities will continue August at 9:30 a.m.
this skill-building tradition.

Paying for college with scholarships and aid

Story by Kimberly Gearhart

Pursuing a college education
can be difficult to juggle with
full-time Soldiering, parenting,
and being a good spouse.
Paying for college can be an
even bigger challenge.

The Army will pay up
to $4,500 per fiscal year for
tuition at the college of your
choice if you are an active duty
Soldier. This money is easily
accessible through the Army’s
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new GoArmyEd program.

But what if you don’t have
time for college right now?
Deployments, field time, or just
the regular sunup to sundown
schedule of Army life can make
attending classes, even online,
difficult.

The Montgomery GI bill is
one route to paying for school
after your separation. Eligible
separated Soldiers can get up
to $1,075 each month, up to
$38,700 total, toward tuition
and fees for college.

There is also a program that
allows active duty Soldiers
to voluntarily contribute to
increase their GI bill total
amount. The GI bill plus-up,
or buy-up, or “kicker” for
those in the Air Force, is a
buy-in program that must be
completed while the Soldier is

still in active duty status.

“If you sign up for this
program, you can get an
additional $150 per month,”
said Gina Lampe, Education
Services Specialist at the
Ledward Education Center.

The program allows the
Soldier to contribute up to $600,
which will be added nine-fold
to his existing Montgomery GI
Bill benefits. Soldiers can elect
to contribute as little as $20 per
month toward the program.

“There is a rule that you
can use your MGIB to pay
for tuition, but only if you’ve
had at least two years of
active duty service,” Lampe
said. The benefit is paid as a
reimbursement once courses
are satisfactorily completed.

Other sources, available to
both Soldiers and civilians,

are grants and scholarships. In
order to apply for federal and
state grants, as well as many
need-based scholarships, you
must first complete the Federal
Application for Federal Student
Aid (FAFSA).

Right after tax time is the
best time of year for filling out
the FAFSA, as you need to have
completed your previous year’s
taxes to properly use the form.
Applications can be completed
online at www.fafsa.ed.gov.

Every year, hundreds of
scholarships and grants go
unused simply because no one
applies for them. Online search
engines, school financial aid
counselors, and Education
Center associates can help you
in your search. The Ledward
Education Center can be
reached at 354-6383.
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Spouses compete
for the She-IB

Story and photo by Mark Heeter

Angela Lesina recommends that the
Army come up with a bigger Man Purse.
Well, Soldiers call it a bandolier.

Trying her hand at deploying a Claymore
mine, Lesina was one of several dozen Task
Force Vanguard spouses vying for a “She-
IB,” the spouses’ version of the Combat
Infantryman, Medical and Action Badges.

“I appreciate more what my husband
does now,” Lesina said, echoing the
sentiments of several of the spouses who
underwent three days of training and two
days of testing in the 1% Battalion, 18"
Infantry regiment, battalion area on Conn
Barracks last week.

“They go through the same procedures,
we time them, and we’re putting them
through the same things as their husbands,
like paying attention to details,” said
Capt. Rickey Torres, Company D, 1-18 IN
commander.

“Irespectthese guys so much more,” said
Mary Pope, after successfully assembling an
M-16A2 and performing a function test on

the weapon. But there was something else.
“I am so sore,” she said with a smile.

In addition to the M-16 station, the
spouses had to perform first aid, clear a gas
mask, identify terrain features, throw hand
grenades, find a six-digit grid, and negotiate
a land navigation course.

While the spouses gained a better
understanding of some of the things their
husbands do for a living, Torres and the
other planners had something else in mind
as well.

“Since we’ve been going through such
a difficult time lately, we’ve been trying to
make sure they’re back here staying busy,”
Torres said, noting that the battalion has
lost 11 Soldiers since it deployed last fall.

“We want to show that taking care of
Families is challenging but rewarding,” he
said. “War has different faces, and this is
one of them.”

28 spouses were awarded their version
of the Combat Infantryman Badge, while
nine earned a spouse’s Combat Action
Badge.

Norma Mendoza, a Family member with task Force Vanguard, 1st Battalion, 18" Infantry
Regiment, tries her hand at reading a military map under the watchful guidance of Pfc. Timothy

Spencer during the Vanguard “She-IB” challenge in Schweinfurt.

Brigade Combat Team, I
want to take a moment and thank
everyone in the Schweinfurt military
community for their outstanding
support of the 173d during our

deployment, pre-deployment
training, and transformation these
past few months.

The professionalism and flexibility
of service members and civilians
in this community is a shining
example of what a great military
community should be. Just planning
a normal deployment to what we
thought was going to be Iraq was
challenge enough. When our orders
were changed with short notice to
Afghanistan, this community reacted
as only true professionals can. You
took it all in stride, worked countless
extra hours, and got the job done to
the highest standard.

I also want to thank you for your
obvious concern for the health and
welfare of our Families. The efforts
put forth by Family readiness groups,
rear detachments, and community
agencies here on Caserma Ederle,
allow us to leave fully assured that
our Families will be in excellent
hands while we are gone. Such peace
of mind is invaluable and will make
another long and difficult deployment
that is much easier to bear.

Once again, a huge thank you to
everyone involved with standing up
a fully transformed airborne brigade
combat team and deploying us to
combat. We look forward to coming
home and seeing all of our friends
and Family in 15 months.

SKY SOLDIERS!

Charles A. Preysler
COL, IN
Commanding




