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By Roger Teel

Department of Defense
Dependent Schools in the
Bavaria District dismissed

classes early May 30 to allow
educators, administrators and
friends to celebrate the life of
one of their own.

Dr. Maryellen Riley, 46,
assistant superintendent of the
Bavaria District, died May
23 at Landstuhl Regional
Medical Center after a battle
with cancer. About 500 friends
and colleagues, some from as
far away as England, attended
a memorial mass at Leighton
Chapel in Wuerzburg.

The mass, led by Father
Gary Fukes, included scripture
readings and music by several
DoDDS educators and friends.

Mike Thompson, the
Bavaria district superintendent,
delivered the eulogy.

“We are here to celebrate

the life of Maryellen Riley,”
Thompson said. “We are here
to recognize her work as a
parent, as an educator and as a
volunteer.”

Thompson recited “The
Dash” by Linda Ellis, which
addresses the time between
birth and death, noting that
Riley’s life was filled with
positivity.

“She was always a gracious
and generous person, always
there to help... As an educator,
she loved children and showed
them how to enjoy learning and
doing the work....

“She lived by the maxim, ‘If
you can’t say anything nice,
don’t say anything at all.” And
Maryellen was never quiet
— showing that she found the
good in people.

“As arole model, she always
gave her best,” he said, noting
Riley’s efforts to complete her
doctorate, which she received

from Boston University
on Jan. 25, 2007.

“She was a woman of
complexity, of common
sense, of passion and
commitment. She was a
woman of phenomenal
spirit—spirit thatfills all of
us right now,” Thompson
said as his voice cracked
with emotion.

“We should now do
what she would want
us all to do, to open our
eyes, smile, and go on.”

“She was one of us,”
said Wuerzburg teacher
Carol Lanigan. “We all
loved her.”

Riley is survived by her
husband, Dan Riley, their
daughter, Katherine, and son,
Daniel, her parents, Paul and
Rosemary Georges, her sister,
Paula and her husband, Mark
Hamel, and their children, her
paternal grandparents and many

Riley

aunts, uncles and cousins.

The family requests that
donations in Riley’s memory
be made to:

Landstuhl Fisher House

CMR 402, Box 669

APO AE 09180

Schweinfurt issue advances in AFAP process

By Mark Heeter

For those who still aren’t believers in the
Army Family Action Plan (AFAP) process,
Heather Everett has a message.

“It really does effect change, and it’s
changes you can see,” said Everett, who
joined fellow Army Community Service
employee Cindy Gonzales as the USAG
Schweinfurt delegates at the IMCOM-
Europe AFAP conference in Heidelberg
April 30-May 4.

Fifty-eight delegates from throughout
Europe selected three issues to submit to
the USAREUR Commander’s steering
committee, and one of those issues
— Veterans’ Administration (VA) benefits
training — was born at the Schweinfurt
AFAP conference in February.

“When Soldiers get out of the military,
whether retiring or separating, they’re not

getting that training sometimes,” Gonzales
said. “And many of those benefits have
time limits.”

The small group that worked on that
issue at the conference came up with two
recommendations for a solution, according
to Gonzales.

First, the VA training should be
standardized at the Department of the
Army level, and second, Soldiers should be
required to receive that training each time
they make a permanent change of station.

“They look to their commander and their
first sergeant to give them direction,” and
more frequent training would keep Soldiers
up-to-date on benefit changes.

While some groups at the IMCOM-E
conference were able to swiftly address
issues that were tailored to specific
garrisons, others looked for solutions to
every issue.

“We had some issues that were hot
topics in communities, but it was important
enough for some garrison commander to
send it to us,” Everett said.

“We looked for the benefit to the whole
military,” Gonzales said, adding that
she garnered a new appreciation for the
difficulty associated with solving some of
the issues.

“What I thought was an easy solution
turned out to be a hard solution. There’s
a lot more involved than just saying,
‘the military should get our kids drivers’
licenses,”” she said, citing one example of
an issue that crosses several policy layers.

“I learned a lot,” she said.

Everett suggested that customers can log
on to www.myarmylifetoo.com to track
issues’ progress.

“And they can submit issues anytime, all
year round,” Everett said.
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News Briefs
Grilling Safety

The USAG Schweinfurt safety office
would like to remind everyone to practice
safe grilling habits to insure a fun and safe
summer grilling season. Here are a few tips
to get you started:

-- Stay far enough away from the building
to avoid fire hazards.

-- Instruct children of the dangers
associated with grilling.

-- Have a special charcoal-lighting
material on hand.

-- Always have a bucket of water or hose.

-- Place grill on stable, solid ground

Ballet classes available

Interested in learning ballet? Classes
are held Wednesdays (beginners) and
Thursdays (advanced) from 5 to 7 p.m.
on Leighton Barracks, in the CYS/Teen
Center building 77. Cost is $35 per month
for one class a week or $60 per month for
two classes a week. For more information,
call 354-6460 or 09721-96-6460.

Reduced Services

The 39" Finance Battalion will
provide limited services June 8, due to an
inactivation and reactivation ceremony.
Customer Service, In and Out processing,
and Separation sections will be operational,
but with reduced staffing. For emergency
financial service, please call 354-
1730/6367.

PWOC summer
Bible Study

The Schweinfurt chapter of the Protestant
Women of the Chapel (PWOC) will begin
its summer Bible study program June 6.
The program will run every Wednesday
from 9 to 11:30 a.m. in the Ledward Chapel
fellowship hall, and child care is provided.
For more information, call 0170-277-8980
or email sandrawilson02@yahoo.com.

Digital Training Facility

The Schweinfurt Digital Training
Facility, located in building 64 on Conn
Barracks is open and available for Soldiers,
spouses, retirees, contractors, and local
nationals to use. The facility can be used for
e-learning, college courses, FRG meetings,
NCODP, video teleconferencing, viewing
AKO, or learning languages with Rosetta
Stone. Center is open Monday through
Friday from 8 a.m. to 4 p.m., but evening
hours are also available upon request (i.e.
for FRG meetings). Call 353-8564 or
09721-96-8564 for more information.

Progressive Perspectives

The USAG  Schweinfurt Army
Community Service Center on Ledward
Barracks will host a series of classes
on depression and anxiety management
Wednesdays through August. The next
class will be June 6, focusing on spirituality,
conducted by Chaplain Vigil Thomas. Call
354-6933 for more information.

Tax Relief Office
(VAT) moved

The USAG Schweinfurt Tax Relief
office has moved and is now located in The
Commons, rather than on the 3rd floor of
the Headquarters Building. This move is
intended to make office access easier and
more convenient. Take advantage of the
VAT form, and save 19% on purchases
made on the economy.

Memorial ceremony

A memorial ceremony for Spc. Nicholas
Hartge C CO, 1-26 Infantry, will be held
on Friday, June 1 at 1 p.m. at the Ledward
Chapel. The community is invited to
attend.

Well-Being Survey

Calling all civilians, retirees, and
spouses. Please take the opportunity to tell
us what you think about this USAREUR
community. Fill out a well-being survey
today through June 15. Call 354-6763 for
survey locations.

Parents’ Day Out

Sign-ups begin Monday, June 4 for CYS’
Parents’ Day Out June 16 from 9 a.m. to
2 p.m. Don’t miss this opportunity to give
yourself a break. Children will be cared for
at no cost to Families. Open to children
ages 6 weeks to 5" grade who are registered
with CYS. Reservations must be made in
person. Call for information, 354-6414.
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The Schweinfurt Dispatch weekly news-
letter is an unofficial publication of the U.S.
Army Garrison Schweinfurt, IMCOM-Europe
and the U.S. Army authorized under the provi-
sions of AR 360-1.

The newsletter is published and distributed
weekly in an electronic format. The newsletter
can be viewed on the U.S. Army Schweinfurt
website at http://www.schweinfurt.army.mil.

This newsletter is a command information
product that places emphasis on events and ac-
tivities occurring throughout the Schweinfurt
and Lower Franconia areas.

Information and photos included in this

newsletter are acquired from sources that
highlight events, programs and activities in
Schweinfurt and Lower Franconia.

Dates, times, locations,
events themselves might change or
be cancelled without prior notice.

To be added to the Schweinfurt Dispatch
distribution list, please email: mail.sft.pao@
eur.army.mil.

This address can also be used to submit
community slides or information on upcom-
ing events, or you can reach the USAG Sch-
weinfurt public affairs office by calling 354-
1600/6381 or (09721) 961600/966381.

and the
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2 JUNE

4 JUNE

S JUNE

5-7 JUNE

6 JUNE

8 JUNE

9 JUNE

10 JUNE

11 JUNE

12 JUNE

13 JUNE

16 JUNE

19 JUNE

21 JUNE

22 JUNE

24 JUNE
30 JUNE
4 JULY
7 JULY
14 JULY

--MWR Street party, Askren Manor, noon - 8 p.m.; Donny Vox Band 6 - 8 p.m.

--Family Friendly Trip to Pullman City, transportation free. Call 350-6305 or 0931-889-6305.
--Wiirzburg Shoppette hours change to 7 a.m. through 11 p.m., 7 days a week.

--Wiirzburg Mega Mall will begin Wed. through Sun. operations.

--Wiirzburg PX will begin closing at 7 p.m. rather than 8 p.m. Wed.-Friday.

--7 Habits of High Effective Army Families, Community Activities Center building 5 at
Leighton, 8:30 a.m. to noon. Call 350-7103 or 0931-889-7103.

--Asian cooking class, Ledward library 11 a.m. to 1:30 p.m. Call 354-6933 or 09721-96-6933.
--Wiirzburg Middle School closing ceremony, 1 p.m., WMS.

--Seligenstadt Medieval Fair, 8 a.m. to 6 p.m. Call Crafts Studio 354-6903.

--Fishing trip with MWR to Gersfeld, 8:30 a.m. to 5 p.m. Call for more info. 353-8476.
--Ziegenhain Salatkirmes, 1728 traditional folk event, 8 a.m. to 6 p.m. Call 354-6903.
--Fall sports registration begins at Central Registration: football, soccer, cheerleading.

--Free framing class, 1 p.m. at the Wood ‘n’ Frame Shop. All materials provided. 354-6933.

--Community Update Forum, Schweinfurt Elementary, 6-8 p.m.
--Community Update Forum, Leighton Community Activities Center, 6-8 p.m.

--Parents Day Out Respite Care, Leighton & Schweinfurt 9 a.m. - 2 p.m. Sign-ups begin June 4.
Call 354-6517 or 09721-96-6414 Schweinfurt or 350-7762 or 0931-889-7762.

--Family Friendly Trip to Neuschwanstein Castle, free transportation. Call 350-6305.
-- Middle School Zone trip: Geiselwind Amusement Park, call 354-6308 or 09721-87465.
--Middle School Zone trip: go kart racing, call 354-6308 or 09721-87465.

--USO shopping trip to Boleslawiec in Poland. Departs 6 a.m., returns 7 p.m. $45 per seat. Last
day to sign up June 18. Passport required. Call 354-6711 or 09721-96-6711.

--Fishing trip with MWR to Gersfeld, 8:30 a.m. to 5 p.m. Call for more info. 353-8476.
--Horseshoe tournament with BBQ & music by Texas Rooster, Conn Club, 10 a.m. to 6 p.m.
--Independence Day Celebration, Kessler field, 2 - 11 p.m.

--Family Friendly Trip to Strasbourg, France, free transportation. Call 350-6305.

--Music on the Patio, Leighton CAC. BBQ, bounce activities, live music. Call 350-6305.
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Fallen remembered
at wreah-la ying

Mark Heeter

Command Sgt. Maj. Ralph Beam, V Corps, addresses the crowd
at the Memorial Day ceremony in Dagger Rose Garden on Conn
Barracks here May 24. Beam, a former command sergeant
major with the 2" Brigade, 1% Infantry Division, returned to the
community for the ceremony, which was co-hosted by Post
10658 of the Veterans of Foreign Wars.

Two Girl Scouts and a Boy Scout joined the 2" BCT rear-

‘Permit to Transfer’
necessary for sales

By Kimberly Gearhart

It is essential to get a “Permit to Transfer” before you sell, donate
or transfer a car to someone who is not an ID card holder, such as
a German car dealership or junkyard.

This also applies if the vehicle was wrecked in an accident and
you did not receive any money for it. Failing to do so will result
in your being unable to complete your clearing paperwork when it
comes time to PCS.

German Customs agents may also require you to prove what
happened to the vehicle or pay any tax due, as we do not pay
German Customs taxes when our property is imported. This task
becomes very difficult if the car was crushed and recycled in a junk
yard. It is even more of a headache when you are in the middle of
clearing and have no record of the car’s disposition.

A “Permit to Transfer” form is necessary to insure both U.S.
Military customs and German customs requirements have been
met. If they have not, you will not be able to clear Vehicle
Registration.

If there is a lien on vehicle, you must bring written permission
from the lien holder to transfer or sell the car. Otherwise, come
prepared to estimate the value of the car, and have your existing
registration on hand.

Iragi Freedom in 2004 and 2005.

detachment sergeant major in laying a wreath at the brigade
memorial honoring the Soldiers who were killed in Operation

The “Permit to Transfer” (AE Form 550-175B) is available at
the U.S Forces Customs Office. For more information call 353-
8348 or 09721-96-8348.

Wurzburg High student named IMCOM-E YOY

Story and photo by Sandra Wilson

Leader. Listener.
Teacher.  Helper.
Role model. Friend.

Would you
use these words
to describe the
teenagers that you
know?

If you know
Lindsey Cole, you
just might. The Wiirzburg High School
graduating senior demonstrates all these
traits and more and, as a result, has been
chosen as this year’s IMCOM Europe
Youth of the Year (YOY).

Cole, as with all other applicants, had
to complete a rigorous Boys and Girls
Club of America (BGCA) application
to be considered in the YOY selection

process. This nomination packet included
nine essays, school transcript and awards,
a background check, volunteer hours, and
more.

At the garrison level, a panel of seven
judges reviewed the nomination packets,
and each nominee demonstrated their public
speaking skills to receive a final score.

Being selected as IMCOM Europe’s
YOY is no small accomplishment. Cole
competed against all the Army garrisons in
Europe to gain her title, and now she will
move onto the Regional competition for a
chance at a $10,000 college scholarship.

The five Regional winners will travel to
Washington, D.C., in September 2007 to
compete for the title of BGCA’s National
YOY. The National YOY receives an
additional $15,000 college scholarship and
is installed by the President in the Oval
Office.

Cole’s leadership and service which
won her the IMCOM Europe title has been
displayed in numerous community activities
including coordinating teen involvement
with an orphanage gift drive, coaching
youth sports, and teaching Sunday school
classes.

She was named the European Teen Panel
Representative for Schweinfurt in 2005,
and last November she participated on the
Army Family Action Plan team. In the same
month, she was selected to serve on the 4-H
technology team at the IMA-E Torch Club
Summit.

Moving on to the final rounds of the
YOY competition is only one of Cole’s
goals. After graduating, she hopes to go to
college to become a teacher.

“It’s great to see kids learning something
that you taught them... (and) to know that
you have influence on them,” Cole said.
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Girls take title, eye IMCOM-E crown

Story and photo by Mark Heeter

The USAG Schweinfurt junior girls’
softball team captured the division
championship and will head to Heidelberg
this weekend for the IMCOM-Europe
championship.

But they had to overcome some obstacles
to get there.

“We drift off at this age,” said Stephanie
Vazquez, 14, one of several players who
switches positions to fill spots where the
team needs her.

“You can’t have boys coming to practice,
or our minds will be over here. You can’t
have an ice cream truck coming or our
minds will be over there,” Vazquez said,
adding that the key to their success was
hustling in practice.

“It took a lot of practice, and this year,
there’s a lot of talent on the team,” said
Leslie Sweazea, who shares coaching
duties with Ron Daniels.

“Knowing the game is important, too,”
she said, noting that three or four players
on the team of 14 never played the game
before this season.

This is the first time in several years that
the Schweinfurt team captured the division

Jessica Sweazea hurls a pitch to catcher Danielle Mitchell during practice as the team prepares
for the IMCOM-Europe championship Saturday.

championship, this year outplaying
Bamberg and Ansbach for the title.

“We practiced a lot. We practiced two
days a week,” said Shaina Gowin, 14, who
also said that hustling would be the key to
success in the IMCOM-E championship.

“Whether Schweinfurt wins or not, this

is the first time in a long time that we’ve
gotten this far, so we get our props for
that,” Vazquez said.

Coach Sweazea had one more piece of
advice for her team during a recent practice.
“They just need to go out there and have a
good time,” she said.

Nutritional services available at local clinics

By Kimberly Gearhart why not make a lifestyle Rylander travel to all the U.S. Matherne prefers to avoid.
change? Army Health Clinics in Bavaria Once dieticians begin
Many spouses set goals for Registered, licensed  every month. planning meals, she said,

themselves when their Soldiers
deploy in order to focus on
something positive and stay
busy. Some enroll in college,
others volunteer with their
Family Readiness Groups.

Others begin diet and
exercise programs with the idea
of becoming healthier and more
active.

Improving your health, while
a noble goal, is not always
something you can do on your
own. Many diets fail, and many
dieters become discouraged.
Rather than give up, however,

dieticians are available through
your local health clinic to
help you make that change.
Nutritional ~ counseling  for
weightmanagement, cholesterol
reduction, blood pressure
control, diabetes management
and more are available as part
of your TriCare benefits.

“We want to get the
information out there. Most
people don’t know that we’re
here, and we can help,” said
Donna Matherne, Chief of
Clinical Dietetics in Bavaria.

Matherne and Capt. Julie

Diabetics and those wanting
to lose weight aren’t the only
ones who can benefit from
nutritional counseling.

“Pregnancy is an important
time to think about your
nutrition,” Matherne said. Pre-
natal counseling and classes are
regularly planned.

The goal of nutritional
counseling is to give clients
the tools to shape their own
nutritional futures, rather than
going on diets.

Although dieticians can and
do create meal plans, it’s a tactic

clients become dependent on
the plan, rather than fending for
themselves using the tools and
knowledge provided during
counseling.

“I would rather teach you to
eat properly, rather than have
you be dependent on my help.
It’s about learning what is
good for you and doing it for
yourself.”

Matherne is available at the
Schweinfurt clinic twice per
month, and in Wuerzburg. To
schedule an appointment, call
0931-804-3385 or 350-3385.
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Dagger Brigade dedicates memorial

By Capt. David Levasseur
2nd BCT, 1st ID Public Affairs Officer

CAMP LIBERTY, Iraq — Twenty-
one shots rang clearly through the warm
interior of the chapel. The shots were
immediately followed by the long, somber
notes of ‘Taps,” which marked a solemn

end to the ceremony memorializing the 61
Soldiers and one interpreter from the 14
task force formations associated with the
2nd “Dagger” Brigade Combat Team, 1st
Infantry Division who have died during

Operation Iraqi Freedom 06-08.

“Today, we pause along with all
Americans for a moment to honor our
fallen, whose personal investment in their
nation’s freedom allow our citizens to
realize the ideals that define what it means to
be an American,” said Colonel J.B. Burton,
commander of the Dagger Brigade.

“These fallen warriors represent us all.
They represent the very few of our great
nation who have stood up and stepped
forward to defend our nation against all
enemies, at any cost,” he continued.

A memorial wall dedicated by Col. J. B. Burton and
Command Sgt. Maj. John Fortune honors the brigade’s
fallen Soldiers. The wall was unveiled during a Memorial
Day service at Camp Liberty, Iraq May 28. (U.S. Army
photo by Sgt. Lance Wail, 2nd BCT, 1st Inf. Div. Public

Affairs)

Burton stood beside a
gleaming white, three-piece wall
inscribed in stark black block
lettering with the names of the
61 Soldiers and one interpreter
who were killed in action while
assigned or attached to the
Dagger Brigade since September
2006.

The wall, which now stands
guard to the entrance to the
brigade headquarters building
here, is a duplicate of the one
being constructedin Schweinfurt,
Germany the Dagger Brigade’s
home station.

The Dagger Brigade Combat
Team deployed one battalion task

force in August 2006 and followed with the
remainder of the brigade in September last
year. The headquarters of the nearly 5,000-
Soldier BCT is currently responsible for
northwestern Baghdad.

The Dagger Brigade was deployed in the
Salah ah Din region of Iraq, 60 miles north
of Baghdad in 2004 in support of Operation
Iraqi Freedom II.

During his remarks, Burton reminded
his listeners, “...Let us remember that our
mission here is vital. It is for keeps and
we, our nation’s warriors, collectively hold
the line out front and far away to protect
our Families, our future, and what we — as
Americans — believe in.”

After a roll call of the fallen members
of the brigade, Burton and his senior
noncommissioned officer, Command Sgt.
Maj. John Fortune, laid a wreath at the base
of the wall and stood stiffly at attention as
an honor guard fired the 21-gun salute into
the morning sky.

The commander’s final message still
hung in the air, “...Let us give thanks.
Thanks that our nation produces patriots
such as these. Let us pray for their Families
and friends, and let us ask only that the
souls of these Soldiers be welcomed as
heroes and posted in over watch of us all,
as we continue our mission here.”

PM team keeps Soldiers healthy at JSS statlons

Story and photo by
Capt. April Verlo

BAGHDAD - The creation
of Joint Security Stations (JSS),
which partner Coalition units
with Iraqi Army and National
Police, has brought many
challenges. For the Preventive
Medicine (PM) team, each
JSS brings its own unique
challenges.

“Each site is different. It is a
different mission every day to
keepussharp,”’said Preventative
Medicine  Technician  Spc.
George Soliz.

The goal of the PM team is
to reduce the number of disease

and non-battle-related injuries motives.

in order to ensure immediate Controlling
Soldier readiness and maintain  pests means
Soldiers’ health. reducing the

“The job of the Soldiers at
the JSS is dangerous enough,
and they should be able to
come to their ‘home’ and not
have to worry about getting
sick,” said Capt. April Verlo,
Environmental Science Officer.

The PM team often brings
materials to distribute that help
control pests such as flies and
mosquitoes, resulting in fewer
bug bites and happier Soldiers
and leaders alike. What the
Soldiers may not realize is
that the PM team has ulterior

likelihood of
contamination of
fresh food sources
and preventing
stomach ailments
caused by flies

that frequent
the many waste
disposal sites
around the city.
Prevention is
paramount in

ensuring Soldiers
stay healthy and
in the fight.

Spc. George Soliz checks the levels of disin-
fectant and pH in the water at JSS Bonzai in the

Baghdad neighborhood of Mansour. Although
Soldiers do not drink municipal water, they use it
to bathe and do laundry.



