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With family and friends 
cheering, the main body of 
1st Squadron, 91st Calvary 
(Airborne) finally completed 
its return from a 15-month 
deployment to Afghanistan, 
marking the end of a long and 
hard tour with a short and sweet 
ceremony on Conn Barracks.

“These past couple of weeks 
have drug by, and seemed like 
they were never going to end! 
I’m so anxious that I was so 
ridiculously close, now I’m 
just happy it’s finally time,” 
said spouse Joye Klein, whose 
husband Warrant Officer Charles 
Klein returned Tuesday.

In addition to family and 
friends, the CAV was greeted 
by their battle buddies who had 
arrived earlier this month.

“We were one of the first 
troops’ to arrive and were very 
anxious. It’s been a long 15 

IMCOM-Europe Release

Two months into the transition from fuel 
coupons to fuel ration cards in Germany, 
nearly everything is going according to 
plan, however, several topics have caused 
consumer frustration.

According to Dave Mattingly, Installation 
Management Command-Europe, Germany 
Fuel Ration Card Development program 
lead, the policy about when people actually 
receive the fuel card is one of the culprits 
causing confusion.

For vehicles registered with U.S. Army, 
Europe (USAREUR), each vehicle makes 
the transition to a fuel ration card either 
during registration renewal, first-time 
registration, or during the community roll-

out dates, which for Schweinfurt is Aug. 25 
through Sept. 7.

Personnel renting vehicles must also 
obtain a fuel card, said Mattingly, who 
suggested consumers review the fuel card 
web site featuring information renters need 
to answers questions they may have.

For rentals and visiting POVs not 
registered with USAREUR, individuals 
must obtain the eligibility document (AE 
Form 550-175L) from a garrison Military 
Police station and then obtain and activate 
a fuel ration card from AAFES before 
pumping fuel anywhere. This policy went 
into effect on July 7.  

Likely the most painful-in-the-pocket 
issue is when people try to use their card 
at an Esso station without having pre-paid 

into their card account. 
According to Mattingly, there have been 

instances of people attempting to “charge” 
fuel to the card resulting in immediate 
frustration for consumers who had to pay 
the current full Euro price.  

“People are activating their cards and 
apparently assuming that their card will 
work as a charge card to pay for fuel at Esso 
stations. This is not true,” said Mattingly, 
who strongly recommends every user of a 
Germany fuel ration card watch the video 
training modules located on the fuel card 
web site.

Video training and answers to many 
frequently asked questions can be found at 
http://www.imcom-europe.army.mil/sites/
news/fuelcard.asp.

Ration card roll-out fuels questions, answers

months and we’re glad to finally 
be back home. Today we’re not 
really here for us; we’re here 
for them,” Spc. Paul Caballero.

The Soldiers will complete a 
seven-day reintegration process 
to get them re-accustomed to 
life in garrison. Additionally,  
Schweinfurt Army Community 
Service, Morale Welfare and 
Recreation, Better Opportunities 
for Single Soldiers and other 
Garrison organizations continue 
to offer support to the returning 
troops with classes, travel 
opportunities, events and more. 

Classes and community 
events aside, now is the time 
for families and friends to 
reconnect, and maybe learn 
something new.

“Now that my dad is back, 
we’re going to Garmisch 
and I’m going to get him to 
snowboard. It’s funny that he 
can go to war but can’t stay on 
a snowboard!” said 12-year-old 
Kimble Naumann.

CAV main body, command redeploy
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  The Schweinfurt Dispatch weekly news-
letter is an unofficial publication of the U.S. 
Army Garrison Schweinfurt, IMCOM-Europe 
and the U.S. Army authorized under the provi-
sions of AR 360-1.
 The newsletter is published and distributed 
weekly in an electronic format. The newsletter 
can be viewed on the U.S. Army Schweinfurt 
web site at http://www.schweinfurt.army.mil.
 This newsletter is a command information 
product that places emphasis on events and ac-
tivities occurring throughout the Schweinfurt 
and Lower Franconia areas.
 Information and photos included in this 

newsletter are acquired from sources that high-
light events, programs, and activities in Sch-
weinfurt and Lower Franconia.

 Dates, times, locations, and the 
events themselves might change or 
be cancelled without prior notice. 
 To be added to the Schweinfurt Dispatch 
distribution list, please e-mail: mail.sft.pao@
eur.army.mil.  

This address can also be used to submit 
community slides or information on upcom-
ing events, or you can reach the USAG Sch-
weinfurt public affairs office by calling 354-
1600/6381 or (09721) 961600/966381.
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News Briefs
German Happenings

Saturday is packed with German events, 
starting with a flea market in Sennfeld from 
9 a.m. to noon. At 10:30 a.m., a Citizens’ 
fest in the Georg-Wichtermann-Platz in 
downtown Schweinfurt kicks off. Enjoy 
live musical entertainment, children’s 
program, and more. After that, you might 
want to check out a concert by “Be Bock” 
at castle Hallburg near Volkach starting at 
8 p.m.

Eat and celebrate cookies
Ledward Library hosts “National 

Cookie Day” Monday beginning 9 a.m. and 
continuing throughout the day. Come to the 
library for sweet treats, and fun. There’s 
also a display that has tips and books 
about cooking the best cookies, and other 
desserts and meals. For questions and more 
information call the library 354-1740.

Get to know Schweinfurt
The Ledward Army Community 

Service (ACS) Center offers a Schweinfurt 
Newcomers Awareness Program for 
Spouses (SNAPS). The class runs all 
through next week, with Monday though 
Thursday classes run from 9 a.m. to 2:15 
p.m., Friday begins 8:30 a.m. and ends 
around 5 p.m. SNAPS helps spouses to get 
acquainted with the Schweinfurt area by 
both on and off post. For more information 
or to sign up call the Ledward ACS 354- 
6933 or 09721-96-6933.

Automotive shop updates
The Schweinfurt Auto Crafts Shop 

has expanded its hours, and is now open 
on Sunday from 11 a.m. to 4 p.m. Free 
bay usage is offered every Tuesday, and 
free assistance is available to jump start 
autos stored during the deployment. For 
information, call 353-8224.

Write your Resume
Army Community Service (ACS) holds 

a Civilian Resume 101 course Thursday 
Aug. 7 from 2-4 p.m. for those seeking 
employment in the civilian world. For 
more information call the Ledward ACS 
354-6933 or 09721-966933.

Gate upgrade
Drivers using the Geldersheim gate 

onto Conn Barracks notice construction 
at that access control point for the next 
several days. Although no changes to the 
operating hours are scheduled, drivers 
might experience delays while using the 
Geldersheim gate during the project, the 
result of which will continue improvements 
to the force protection posture. Drivers are 
asked to exercise caution.

License CORRECTION
Last week’s briefs erroneously said 

drivers with HK/AD plates must register 
by Dec. 31. The information regarding 
providing a double white insurance card is 
still accurate. We regret any confusion.

End summer with a bang
The Youth Center along with Army 

Community Service (ACS) holds a Teen 
Summer Stress Buster at Kessler Field 
from 9:30 a.m. to 3 p.m. This is an end of 
the summer celebration for the teens as 
they prepare to go back to school. Helpful 
classes, games, sports, activities, a  big 
barbeque and much more takes place. For 
more information call ACS 354-6933 or 
the Youth  Center 354-6732.

Climb that mountain!
Outdoor Recreation offers a high ropes 

course in the Rhoen Mountain Aug. 9 
from 9 a.m. to 6 p.m. Enjoy beautiful 
scenery while learning or improving your 
rock climbing skills. Cost is $10 and it 
includes the training, transportation, and 
all the equipment needed. Bring euros for 
souvenirs and food. To register or for more 
information call Outdoor Rec 353-8080.

White water adventure
Outdoor Recreation takes a field trip 

to Austria to go white water rafting Aug. 
29 through Sept. 1. Sign ups are ongoing, 
and early registration is encouraged, as 
participation is limited to the first 30 
registrants. 

Outdoor recreation offers numerous 
events and field trips in cooperation with 
the Reset, and giving soldiers and families 
more opportunities in the next couple of 
months. To sign up for this trip, or for more 
information call Outdoor Recreation at 
353-8080 or 09721-96-8080.
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8-10 AUG --Club Beyond High School camping trip to Little Switzerland. Call 01603321498.

9 AUG --Super Saturday Respite Care, Call Child and Youth  Services Registration 354-6414.

  --High Ropes Course, Rhoen Mountains, 9 a.m. to 6 p.m. Call Outdoor Rec. Cost $10, 353-8080. 

10 AUG --Ledward Crafts Studio trip, Lyonisher Museum in Roth, departs 8 a.m. Call 354-6903.

11-13 AUG --Bamberg High School transition program. Call 354-6460.

11-15 AUG --Registration open for unit-level softball tourney Aug. 19-21 at 6 p.m. daily. 353-8234.

12 AUG --Schweinfurt Community Update Forum, Schweinfurt Elementary School, 6 p.m.

  --Club Beyond Middle School Shopping trip to Graf. Call 01603321498.

13 AUG --Alfred Hitchcock’s birthday celebration, Ledward library. Call the library 354-1740.

15 AUG --Daddy Basic Training, Ledward ACS, 9:30 a.m. to 12:30 p.m. Call 354-6933.

16 AUG --Askren Manor Street Party Splash Bash from noon to 9 p.m. Live music from 6 to 9 p.m.

  --Outdoor Recreation trip to Europa Park. $10 plus 31 euro entry fee. Call 353-8080.

15-17 AUG --Club Beyond high school leadership retreat. Call 01603321498.

17 AUG --Outdoor rec Climbing Trip to Rhoen Mountains, 9 a.m. to 6 p.m. Cost $10,  call 353-8080.

  --Ledward Crafts Studio trip, Klein Sassen Art Festival, departs 8 a.m. Call 354-6903.

18 AUG --Computer Basic and Windows XP class, 8 a.m. to 12:50 p.m. Call 354-6933 to register.

18-22 AUG --Registration open for unit level flag football tourney Aug. 26-28 at 6 p.m. daily. 353-8234.

  --Registration open for racquetball tourney Aug 26-28 open to U.S. ID card holders. 354-6735.

19 AUG --Europa Park, part of Camp Challenger. Call the Teen Center 354-6732.

  --Basic Word I Computer class, 8 a.m. to 12:50 p.m. Call 354-6933 to register.
  
20 AUG --Basic Word II Computer class, 8 a.m. to 12:50 p.m. Call 354-6933 to register.

21 AUG --Basic Web Design Computer class, 8 a.m. to 12:50 p.m. Call 354-6933 to register.
 
22 AUG --Beautiful Generation, alternative rock performance, Finney Fitness, 7 p.m.

  --Parent’s Night Out, School Age Services and Child development center, call 354-6517.
  
23 AUG --Teen Center trip to Czech for shopping, 8 a.m. to 10 p.m. Call the teen center 354-6732.

25 AUG --Basic Excel I Computer class, 8 a.m. to 12:50 p.m. Call 354-6933 to register.

25-29 AUG --Registration open for unit level soccer tourney Sept. 2-4 at 5:30 p.m. daily. Call 353-8234.

26 AUG --Play Morning moves back to Askren SAS, 10 to 11:30 a.m. Call 354-6933 for information.

  --Basic Excel II Computer class, 8 a.m. to 12:50 p.m. Call 354-6933 to register.

27 AUG --Community Banks on Conn and Ledward close at noon for Works Council meeting.

28 AUG --Lunch Bunch Meeting, meet at ACS, 11 a.m. to 2 p.m. Call 354-6933.

  --Exploring Europe on the internet training, Library 5 p.m. Call the library 354-1740.

29 AUG --Outdoor Recreation white water rafting in Austria. Returns Sept. 1. Cost is $99. 353-8080.
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Story by Mark Heeter

High atop a hill in a town near 
Schweinfurt, four adventurous 
young boys took a dive into 
the unknown: the Schonungen 
indoor swimming pool.

Day one of the beginners’ 
swimming class, offered by 

the Child and Youth Services 
(CYS) Schools of Knowledge, 
Inspiration, Exploration and 
Skills (SKIES), began with a 
splash Tuesday.

“We are very heavy in the 
recreational area,” said Tom 
Williams, SKIES coordinator 
for the USAG Schweinfurt.

From left, Devin Nichols, Joshua Overway, Tristan Rothe, and Nathan 
Matherne get acquainted with the water during the SKIES beginners’ 
swimming class. (photo by Mark Heeter)

For example, SKIES’ most 
popular programs at the moment 
include horseback riding, karate 
and swimming, according to 
Williams. Youth 18 and older 
will soon have the chance to try 
the scuba diving class.

“It will start in August,” 
Williams said. “As long as 
they’re still ID card holders, 
they’re eligible to use us.”

But SKIES is more than 
taking a dip or working up a 
sweat, he said.

“We also try to do mentoring 
programs,” such as tutoring, 
homework help, and computer 
skills, he said.

Parents of the newest 
swimmers in Schweinfurt were 
generally pleased with what 
they had seen and experienced 
through SKIES.

“The Army does a lot more 
for you here than in the states,” 
said Holly Nichols, who has 

been in Schweinfurt for three 
months and is interested in 
signing up her son, Devin, in 
the SKIES soccer program.

“They have a lot of programs. 
I had no idea half the stuff was 
there,” said Lori Overway, who 
also clued in a neighbor to the 
SKIES menu.

All of the SKIES programs 
are CYS-based, and staff 
and facilities are held to the 
same standards of excellence, 
Williams said.

“They tend to be well-
organized,” Donna Matherne 
said, while her son, Nathan 
splished and splashed through 
day one. “They’re relatively 
affordable, too.”

For more information about 
this and other Schweinfurt 
SKIES programs and classes, 
visit CYS central registration in 
The Commons or call 354-6517 
or 09721-96-6517.

Kids soar with Schweinfurt SKIES program

Capt. David Evetts, 1st Battalion, 77th 
Field Artillery Regiment, poses for 
a picture with a visitor to the open 
house at the Wildflecken training 
area Saturday. Roughly 10,000 people 
visited the event, marking the 70th 
anniversary of the training area. 
Evetts and five other Soldiers from 
1-77 FA provided static displays and 
represented the United States Army at 
the training area, which was home to 
thousands of Americans for decades, 
until the Wildflecken American 
military installation closed in 1994. 
(Photo by 1st Sgt. Daron Curry)

Celebrating
Partnership
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It’s summertime: time for outdoor fun 
and BBQ’s.  Balconies are decorated with 
flowers, furnished with patio chairs, tables 
and umbrellas.  Grills, children’s pools, 
slides, and swing sets dot housing areas.    

Be advised that it is the owner’s 
responsibility to secure items on the balcony 
and in the yard to prevent them from being 
blown away during a storm.  Items left 
outside and unattended are considered to be 
unsecured.  Claims for objects blown away 
during a storm and thereby damaging other 
property and claims for unsecured outdoor 
equipment are not compensable under 
Army Regulation 27-20.  Weather warnings 
should alert owners to collect and secure all 
portable and unsecured items outside.  

Summer is also the season for heavy 
thunder storms.  These storms sometimes 
flood basements or cause the sewage 

systems to collapse.  While these losses 
are generally compensable, claimants are 
expected to mitigate their damage as much 
as possible.  This means that the items must 
be immediately removed from the wet area 
and set up in a manner where they can dry 
properly (e.g. rugs need to be rolled out), 
clothes need to be washed immediately, 
plastic items should be washed with some 
type of Clorox cleaner, and upholstered 
furniture should be immediately cleaned.  

Failure to attempt to mitigate the damage 
may result in a reduction or the denial of the 
claim.  Electronic items that were exposed 
to water or moisture must be checked by a 
professional technician.  Do not plug wet 
electronic items into an outlet.    

For more information, contact the 
Schweinfurt claims office at 09721-96-
8809 or 353-8809.  

Claims office summertime reminder
Nearly half of all 

fire-related deaths 
occur in the 6% 
of homes without 
working smoke 
alarms. 

The USAG 
Schweinfurt Fire 
Department suggests the four following 
actions to insure your smoke alarm does its 
job in protecting your family.

Test your smoke alarms at least once a 
month by using the alarm's "test button".

Clean smoke alarm louvers with vacuum 
cleaner periodically. 

If your smoke alarm does not work 
or causes false alarms, call 354-6342 or 
09721-96-6342.

Do not remove your smoke alarm, it 
could save your life and property.

If there’s smoke ...

By Lindsey Cole

Soldiers returning from downrange often need fun, relaxing 
activities for themselves and their families. Morale Welfare and 
Recreation (MWR) offers a wide range of low cost and free 
activities ranging from bowling to white water rafting,

Outdoor Recreation offers adventurous field trips, such as white 
water rafting, high ropes courses, and rock climbing, which give 
participants an opportunity to learn new skills and just have fun. 
Activities offer high-risk adventure in a controlled environment.

“People don’t know how or where to start with trips and 
exploring; we can help them,” said Christian Hofstetter, MWR 
Outdoor Recreation director.

For the white water rafting field trip, participants travel to 
Austria, where they will spend one day learning to raft and another 
applying their new found skills. The trip departs August 29 and 
returns September 1, and for $99 it includes transportation, hotel, 
equipment, professional guides and breakfast. 

Maybe you’d like a drier environment, high ropes and rock 
climbing are offered as well. During the high ropes course you stay 
near Schweinfurt, while rock climbing offers a chance to get away 
and experience the mountains. Both courses cost $10, includes 
transportation, equipment, and guidance by professionals.

Trips in the past have gone well, and this year Hofstetter expects 
even greater successes with the high-energy events planned.

 “When everybody sleeps on the way back, I know it was a 
successful trip,” he said.

These programs will be offered through September and as part of 
the 1-91 Cavalry reset, but are available to the entire community. If 
interested, call 353-8080, or visit the bldg. 50 on Conn Barracks.

Adventure with ODR New ATM on Conn

From left, Cynthia Alvarado, from Andrews Federal Credit 
Union (AFCU) headquarters in Wiesbaden; Selena Ala, 
Schweinfurt AFCU; Lt. Col. Tony Haager, USAG Schweinfurt 
commander; and USAG Schweinfurt Command Sgt. Major 
Ernest Lee cut the ribbon at the grand opening ceremony for a 
newly-installed Automated Teller Machine. 

  AFCU’s newest ATM officially is located on Conn Barracks 
next to the Shoppette in a stand-alone kiosk in the parking lot. 
Previously, AFCU had an ATM in the fitness center, but the new 
location promises to be more convenient due to its proximity to 
the Shoppette. (photo by Mark Heeter)


