
Community celebrates 234th Army birthday

Schweinfurt congratulates its youngest graduates

Soldiers of the 1st Squadron, 91st Cavalry Regiment march off with the colors after retiring them for the day to the familiar tune of the bugle. 
This concluded the community celebration held June 11 honoring the Army’s 234th birthday. Members of the Schweinfurt community joined 
the festivities enjoying an opening prayer given by garrison chaplain Lt. Col. Thomas Wesley, a speech from garrison commander, Lt. Col. 
Anthony Haager, and a cake cutting performed by Command Sgt. Maj. Ernest Lee and Pvt. Ferrari Cardona. (Photo by Emily Athens)

Story and photos by Sandra Wilson

GRADUATES, see page 6

Schweinfurt Elementary School principal, 
Wilma Holt, right, shakes the hand of Cody 
Goodsell at the “Strong Beginnings” gradu-
ation ceremony Friday.

A group of 5-year-olds marched into 
the Child Development Center (CDC) gym 
Friday dressed in blue caps and gowns 
for their graduation ceremony from the 
new Strong Beginnings program. This 
milestone signified a level of preparedness 
that each child attained in order to be ready 
for kindergarten in the fall.

“From January until now, it was a 
learning process, a growing process,” said 
Mintina Houston, CDC director, about the 
Strong Beginnings program that kicked 
off in Schweinfurt for the first time at the 

beginning of this year.
Children met for class five days a week 

from 8:30 to 11:30 a.m. to learn the basics 
of school protocol: standing in line, raising 
your hand, gathering in circle time and 
more.

“I think it’s a really good program to 
prepare them for kindergarten so they are 
not scared,” said Montia Colbert, assistant 
teacher of the program. “I’m going to miss 
them.”

Guest speaker, Wilma Holt, Schweinfurt 
Elementary School principal, congratulated 
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letter is an unofficial publication of the U.S. 
Army Garrison Schweinfurt, IMCOM-Europe 
and the U.S. Army authorized under the provi-
sions of AR 360-1.
 The newsletter is published and distributed 
weekly in an electronic format. The newsletter 
can be viewed on the U.S. Army Schweinfurt 
web site at http://www.schweinfurt.army.mil.
 This newsletter is a command information 
product that places emphasis on events and ac-
tivities occurring throughout the Schweinfurt 
and Lower Franconia areas.
 Information and photos included in this 

newsletter are acquired from sources that high-
light events, programs, and activities in Sch-
weinfurt and Lower Franconia.

 Dates, times, locations, and the 
events themselves might change or 
be cancelled without prior notice. 
 To be added to the Schweinfurt Dispatch 
distribution list, please e-mail: mail.sft.pao@
eur.army.mil.  

This address can also be used to submit 
community slides or information on upcom-
ing events, or you can reach the USAG Sch-
weinfurt public affairs office by calling 354-
1400/6381 or (09721) 961400/966381.
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Sprechen Sie FUn?
Events and activities in the local communities
 For more inFormation on local activitieS and eventS viSit: 
 www.schweinfurtserver.de/user/tourismus/Neu/stadtplan_EN_Endversion_2008.pdf

LOOKING AHEAD...

Tomorrow - Sunday:

Through Monday:
100th  Schweinfurter Volksfest 
city’s carnival at the Volksfestplatz in Sch-
weinfurt. Opening hours 
are: Friday and Saturday, 2 
p.m. – 12:30 a.m., Sunday,  
noon – midnight, and Mon-
day, 2 p.m. – midnight 

July 24-26:

Giseppes Verdis’ “Nabucco” 
opera open air performance at the Wein-
festplatz in Volkach, 8 p.m.  For tickets 
call 09381-40112, 0931-600199859 or 
09324-1594.

July 22: 

July 4: 
Honky-Tonk festival – Live 
bands playing Reggae, Pop, Soul, 
Blues, Funk, Salsa, Swing, Rock, Folk 
and more in various locations down-
town Schweinfurt – for more informa-
tion visit the web www.honky-tonk.de

Open air festivial “Umsonst & 
Draussen” at the Talavera Mainwiesen in 
Würzburg at 8 p.m. For tickets check the 
web at www.umsonst-und-draussen.de.

Rowdy River 
Raft Race 
along Gutermann-
Promenade in 
Schweinfurt with 
a concert, games 
and fun for children beginning at 10 a.m.

Castle concert performed by the “The 
Village Jazztett” at castle Hallburg near 
Volkach at 11 a.m.

Summer concert performed by “Le 
Trombe Franconi” at the Christus Church 
in Schweinfurt at 6 p.m. (free admission).

Children’s parade at the Schweinfurt 
Volksfest at 3:30 p.m., balloon launch at 
4:30 p.m., drawing contest at 5 p.m.

Tomorrow:
Sunday:

Saturday:

Open air concert performed by Sixpack 
at the Zehnthof in Bergrheinfeld at 8 p.m.

Blues night performed by the “Blues 
Gang” in Geldersheim Gaden, 8 p.m.

Monday:
Show night at 
the Schweinfurter 
Volksfest 
beginning at 6 
p.m. Fireworks at 
10:00 p.m.

Rose ball at the 
Regentenbau in Bad 
Kissingen at 7:30 p.m. 
For  tickets call 0971-
8048444 or visit the 
web @ kissingen-ticket@badkissingen.de

Flea market Wirsingstrasse 13 in 
Schweinfurt (near the train station), 7 a.m. 
– 4 p.m.

Saturday:

59th Rakoczy-Fest in Bad 
Kissingen
Southern flair music and parties on every 
street.  Famous historical characters will 
visit: Sissi of Austria, King Maximilian 
II of Bavaria and his son the famous King 
Ludwig II of Bavaria, Sovereign Fürst 
(Prince) Rakoczy from Hungary and 
artists and architects such as Balthasar 
Neumann, who built historical buildings 
such as the Würzburg Residence. The 
historical parade and formal ball will 
take place Saturday.

Parish beer fest at St. Johannis Church 
in Schweinfurt, 7 p.m. Serenade performed 
by the Schweinfurt chamber orchestra.
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Friday
Cloudy rain
Lows 1� C / 55 F

Saturday
Partly cloudy
Lows 11 C / 52 F

Sunday
Partly cloudy
Lows 11 C / 52 F

Source: 21st Operational Weather Squadron

Friday
Cloudy rain
Highs 16 C / 61 F

Saturday
Mostly cloudy rain
Highs 17 C / 6� F

Sunday
Mostly cloudy rain
Highs 16 C / 61 F

This week...

Schweinfurt three-day weather forecast
A.M. P.M.

Individual credit
report class

Army Community Service offers an 
individual credit report class Wednesday 
from 9 to 10 a.m. Learn how your credit 
history, credit score and credit reports can 
affect your financial future. To register, call 
09721-96-6933. 

Bulk trash
Bulk trash is scheduled to be picked up 

from Askren Manor, Yorktown Village, 
and government-leased housing Tuesday. 
Please put bulk items out prior to 7 a.m. on 
day of pick-up but no earlier than the day 
before. Bulk trash is only those items too 
large to transport in your vehicle.

Sponsorship training
Come learn the ropes of helping 

new Soldiers and families integrate into 
the community. By attending Army 
Community Service’s sponsorship training 
class Tuesday from 9 to 11 a.m., you will 
obtain skills to become a valuable resource 
to Schweinfurt newcomers. Call 09721-96-
6933 for more information.

Celebrate Army birthday
To celebrate the 234th birthday of the 

Army, the Child Development Center 
(CDC), Teen Center, and School Age 
Services (SAS) will host different events 
tomorrow. The CDC and SAS welcome 
children of the community for cake and a 
storybook reading, beginning at 9:30 a.m. 
at the CDC and 4:30 p.m. at SAS, while 
the Teen Center hosts a barbecue beginning 
at 4 p.m.

Volunteers needed
at the chapel

The Ledward Chapel is looking for 
volunteers to fill the following volunteer 
positions: musician for the general Protestant 
service, musician for the gospel service, or 
musician for the Catholic service, vacation 
Bible school director for summer 2010, 
Protestant religious education coordinator, 
Catholic religious education coordinator, or 
Catholic parish coordinator. If interested in 
volunteering, please call 09721-96-1370.

Free lunch for teens
The Ledward Chapel now offers free 

lunch for teens Tuesdays from noon to 1 
p.m. Call 354-1370 for more information.

10-mile race deadline
The deadline to register for the 10-mile 

race in Grafenwoehr is Wednesday. The 
race takes place June 27 and is open to all 
ID cardholders. Participants can register 
online through the USAG Grafenwoehr’s 
Web site at www.grafenwoehr.army.mil, 
and free troop billets are available on a 
first-come, first-served basis by calling 
Graf’s recreation division at 475-9024 or 
09641-83-9024. Alternatively, lodging or 
camping can be reserved by calling 09641-
83-1700 or 09662-83-2866. 

Interest workshop
Discover a path to success for this 

year and the future by attending the Army 
Community Service career and interest 
assessment workshop Tuesday from 
9:30 a.m. to noon. Assessment tools will 
encourage self-direction and action and is 
great for job-seekers and volunteers. Call 
09721-96-6933.

Single Soldiers invited
Better Opportunities for Single Soldiers 

(BOSS) invites you to join a Wii challenge 
Tuesday and a horror movie and popcorn 
night June 25. Both events are held at 
Finney Rec. Center at 6 p.m. Call 09721-
96-8476 for more details.
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26 JUNE --Comedian Bernie McGrenahan performs at Ledward Theater at 10 a.m. & 2 p.m.

  --Asperger’s/Austism support group, Army Community Service, 10-11:30 a.m. Call 354-6933.

26-28 JUNE --Fishing license certification course, Conn Outdoor Rec, $65. Call 09721-96-8080.

29 JUNE --Video game & graphic novel teen club, Ledward library, 4-6 p.m. Call 354-1740 for details.

  --ADHD/ADD support group, Army Community Service, 10 a.m. - noon. Call 09721-96-6933.

1 JULY --Daddy basic training class at Army Community Service 9:30 a.m. - 12:30 p.m. Call 354-6933.

1-7 JULY --Registration for community softball tournament on July 11-12. Call 09721-96-8234 to sign up. 

4 JULY --Independence Day celebration, Kessler field, 9 a.m. to 10:30 p.m. Call 354-6762 for details.

  --World of Wheels car show at Kessler field, beginning at noon. Registration begins at 8 a.m.   
   and judging ends at 6 p.m. Free to register. Call 353-8224 for more information. 

  --Family fun run, Kessler gym, 9 a.m. Register day of event 7:30-8:30 a.m.

  --One-pitch community softball tournament, Kessler field, noon. Call 353-8234 for details.

6-10 JULY --Schweinfurt newcomers awareness program for spouses. To register, call 09721-96-6933. 

7 JULY --Club Beyond beach break reunion, Conn Chapel, 4-6 p.m. Call 0175-666-3339 for a ride.

  --Bulk trash pick-up from Askren, Yorktown, and gov’t-leased housing at 7 a.m.

8 JULY --Bamberg High School and community tour. For more information, call 354-6090/6517.

  --Pre-transition briefing, Conn Barracks bldg. 40, 9 a.m.-12 p.m. Call 09721-96-8683/8693.

  --Career Status Bonus/Redux retirement briefing, Conn bldg. 40, 1 p.m. Call 09721-96- 8683.

  --Summer reading program at Ledward Library, 1 p.m. Open to ages six to 11. 09721-96-1740.

  --Family Readiness Group (FRG) 101 in the Yellow Ribbon Room 11:30 a.m. - 1 p.m. 354-6933.

12 JULY --Trip to romantic winefest in Sommerrach with Outdoor Rec. Call 09721-96-8080 for details.

14 JULY --Better Opportunities for Single Soldiers (BOSS) meeting at Finney Recreation Center, 2 p.m.

  --Registration deadline for the BOSS paintball tournament held July 18, 10 a.m. 354-8476.

15 JULY --Summer reading program event, Ledward library, 1-2 p.m. Call 09721-96-1740 for details.

  --Club Beyond swimming, Silvana Schwimbad, 2-4 p.m. Call 0175-666-3339 for a ride.

  --Teen reading program at Ledward Library, 4-5:30 p.m. Open to all teens. Call 09721-96-1740.

21 JULY --Bulk trash pick-up from Askren, Yorktown, and gov’t-leased housing at 7 a.m.

  --“Lunch n’ learn” at the Ledward Library, 12:15 p.m. Learn about the best European travel 
   Web sites. For more information, call 09721-96-1740. 

22-25 JULY --IMCOM-Europe flag football officials clinic, Schwetzingen. Call Finney gym 09721-96-8234.

30 JULY --Teen summer stress buster at Kessler Field, 9:30 a.m. - 3:30 p.m. Call 09721-96-6933.

31 JULY --Club Beyond game or movie night, time to be announced, Conn Chapel. Call 0175-666-3339.

1 AUG --Polish pottery shopping trip with Outdoor Rec. For details, call 09721-96-8080.

5 AUG --Club Beyond trip to the Silvana Schwimbad, 2-4 p.m. For more information, call 354-8620. 
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more information, or to make an appointment, call 09721-96-
6858.

For those who obtain a high school diploma or pass the GED 
tests and want to further their education and training, financial aid 
in the form of a grant is available. 

Spouses of active duty military and activated reserve members 
can apply for up to $6,000 in grants for education, training, 
licensing or certification by creating a personalized military career 
advancement account (MyCAA) through Military One Source.  

Those interested are encouraged to visit https://aiportal.acc.
af.mil/mycaa and build an account, establishing a career goal. 
Once a career plan is created, the individual must get it approved 

by a MyCAA career counselor. The 
application process for funding can be 
completed when approval is received, 
explained Janitte Rippey, Central Texas 
College school representative. 

“It’s important for spouses to 
continue their education because it gives 
empowerment. Getting yourself educated 
and having knowledge to help your kids 
through their schooling is priceless. It 
builds confidence and makes you feel self-
sufficient,” said Brenda Bruno, guidance 
counselor at the education center. 

For more information about MyCAA, 
call 1-800-342-9647.

“The water, as soon as you notice it … 
there’s a lot of stuff you can save,” Mathis 
said. “Try to mitigate the damages as much 
as you can.”

Mathis also noted that even electronic 
devices have been salvaged out of water 
and continue to function but made a special 
point that owners should not plug them in 
when wet.

When all precautions and mitigations 
are taken and damages still occur, Soldiers, 
civilian employees of the Army, Department 
of Defense personnel, non appropriated 
fund employees, and their family members 
are eligible to file claims for possible 
damage reimbursement.

Claims are evaluated based on the 
actions of the owner to mitigate damages 
and are always looked over on a case-by-
case basis.

For more information about filing 
a personal property claim, call the 
Schweinfurt claims office at 09721-96-
8809/8801.

Storms come and with them heavy 
downpour and wind. Outdoor furniture and 
property can easily be lost or damaged. In 
addition, flooding in lower 
levels of residences can 
also occur. With summer 
thunderstorms frequently 
forecasted, it’s a good idea to 
know steps to take in order to 
safe-guard your belongings.

“Most of the time, the 
weather warnings are out soon 
enough for you to collect your 
things,” said Gerti Mathis, 
Schweinfurt claims examiner. 
Storm warnings and weather 
updates are regularly 
announced on American 
Forces Network radio and television as 
well as German stations and channels.

“If you look outside and it’s really black 
… the common sense rule applies,” Mathis 
added.

In preparation for any storm, individuals 
should secure their belongings that could 
take flight in gusts of wind or bring items 
inside away from danger.

“Either take it off the 
balcony or tie it to something,” 
said Regine Stinson, 
Schweinfurt claims examiner. 
If the item is heavy, it may just 
need to be pushed up against 
the walls for security, Mathis 
added.

If personal property, such 
as a table umbrella, causes 
damage or injury to others, 
the owner of the item is 
responsible. Damage of 
any kind that occurs due to 
negligence of the owner will 

result in personal responsibility.
When flooding takes place within 

a residence, individuals are urged to 
move belongings out of the water to dry 
immediately.
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Take care of personal property when storms come
By Sandra Wilson

Some members of the community who have not been able to 
complete their high school education may not know that general 
educational development (GED) testing is available in Schweinfurt 
and remains an option for those in need. 

“A GED is the equivalence of the courses that would have been 
taken in high school. Colleges do accept GEDs,” said Veronica 
Fields, test control officer. 

More specifically, the GED tests areas of math, science, reading, 
writing and social studies, Fields explained. 

Testing occurs at the Education Center on Ledward Barracks 
and is only available to Soldiers and family members. Current high 
school students are not authorized to take 
the test at the Education Center. 

“It’s a great source for German 
spouses who are continuing forward in 
the American education system. It’s a 
standpoint when they return with their 
Soldier to the states or want to continue 
education in an American program here,” 
Fields said. 

“Statistics show that GED recipients 
do extremely well in college. We hope to 
decrease the stigma attached to those who 
take the GED,” she added. 

The test is free to active duty Soldiers 
and $39 for adult family members. For 

Ed center offers testing, avenues for financial aid for spouses
Story and photo by Emily Athens

Spc. Boaz Vituk logs on to his account for a language 
proficiency test at the testing center on Ledward 
Barracks.



“Don’t hang up. There’s more.”
That’s the message Europe Regional Medical Command would 

like to get across to healthcare beneficiaries as it changes the way 
it gives telephone reminders for appointments.

Starting immediately, those with appointments will receive 
a call the evening before their visit to the clinic is scheduled. 
Before the change, 
patients received a call 
two business days in 
advance. 

“A lot of people 
hang up as soon as 
the recorded message 
begins,” said Maj. Carla 
Dickinson, ERMC 
Clinical Operations 

Division.  She said the real purpose of the call is to offer the 
patient an opportunity to either confirm or cancel the appointment. 
If people hold the line, they’ll be given that option.

Even though it may seem a bit late to cancel the night before, 
Dickinson said that clinic staffs can use the appointment in a 
number of ways. The first option is to give the appointment to 
another beneficiary.

The change to the shorter notification came after a majority 
of clinic commanders asked for it. They said the change would 
make life better for both patients and staff. Customer comments, 
for example, indicated that beneficiaries were much more likely to 
know if they couldn’t make it to an appointment when reminded 
the night before. 

It’s also important for beneficiaries to update their telephone 
numbers registered with the clinics, officials said. That can be 
done whenever making an appointment by phone, or at the clinic 
counter at check-in.
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Army clinics cut appointment reminder lead time 
Phone calls to go out one business day before 

Europe Regional Medical Command press release

GRADUATES

Graduates of the Strong Beginnings program march in with their caps and gowns at the Child 
Development Center gym Friday. The children began the program in January to prepare for 
the upcoming school year in kindergarten. (Photo by Sandra Wilson)

the children on their accomplishments and 
told them of their future responsibilities.

“You’re going to have to be the leaders 
when you get to kindergarten,” Holt said 
to the children during the ceremony.

Turning to the audience of family 
members, Holt explained how these 
graduates were one step ahead.

“These students have the knowledge 
of what school is like. They are going to 
be the role models,” she said.

The five-month program sought to 
familiarize the children with a daily 
schedule. For three hours each day, they 
learned math, social studies, language, 
science, and the basics of school 
behavior.

“We see a big progress in the kids. It was 
really successful,” said Katja Romberg, 
lead teacher for Strong Beginnings.

“Counting to 20 … I felt like that was 
something they really needed to know,” 
Colbert said. “(And) if you know how to 
write your name, you’re good.”

The children came up one by one to 
receive their diploma, and then they 
released balloons with their wish for 
kindergarten.

“I wish that everyone is nice to 
me,” said Vianca Vasquez, 5 years old. 
Participants watched as the balloons 

soared away into the sky.
“All of the kids have come a long 

way. I think they’re going to have a good 
transition into kindergarten,” said Heidi 

Woodall, supervisory program lead.
“We appreciate the CDC starting this 

Strong Beginnings program, and we hope 
it continues,” Holt said.



Summer brings around kids camps of all sorts and the Ledward 
chapel has jumped on board with a special program for first- 
through fifth-graders every Wednesday through Aug. 19. “Genesis 
Journey” began yesterday, but it’s not too late for your child to join 
in the fun from 9 a.m. to noon.

Concurrently with the kids’ camp, Protestant Women of the 
Chapel (PWOC) hosts a ladies Bible study also at the Ledward 
Chapel which is open to the community to 
attend.

“We intentionally planned it so that we 
could help out the mothers who wanted to 
attend PWOC. If the mothers want to go to 
PWOC, child care is provided,” said Donna 
Hilley, religious education coordinator. She 
also added that children can still attend the 
camp even if the mothers don’t attend the 
Bible study. “It’s open to the community, 
but we have limited space.”

For those women attending the Bible 
study who have children in kindergarten or 
younger, watch care services are provided, 
free of charge as well, in a different room 
down the chapel hallway.

While the women discuss and watch 

a DVD each week about the patriarchs of the Christian faith, 
the children in the kids’ camp will learn about the beginning of 
mankind.

“(The kids) are going to be fed with the word of God at the same 
time the women are going to be fed. And it’s free,” said Catherine 
Gutierrez, president of Schweinfurt PWOC.

Yesterday’s first camp established the routine of the remaining 
Wednesdays that they will meet throughout the summer.

 “There’s just a whole loft of activities 
for the kids. Everybody pretty much loved 
it,” said Amethyst Mason, 9 years old.

The three hours consist of music, prayer, 
a Bible lesson, arts and crafts, games in the 
Ledward gym, and cooking snacks.

“We cooked ants on a log … (and) 
biscuits,” said Allison Medina, 8 years old, 
about yesterday’s camp.

“We made a book … about God creating 
the earth,” said Nicholas Kennaugh, 10 
years old.

“Our goal is always to develop spiritual 
knowledge and integrity and also to help the 
kids be in a safe and fun social environment. 
Going through the Bible stories is just really 
an important part of growing,” Hilley said.

HEIDELBERG, Germany - The World 
Health Organization decision to declare 
the novel H1N1 influenza outbreak has 
reached pandemic levels June 11 has no 
immediate impact on health care operations 
in the Europe Regional Medical Command, 
according to leading health experts. 

“We continue to track the spread of the 
disease, and we have sufficient reserves 
of medications for treating the seriously 
ill,” said Col. Evelyn Barraza, ERMC 
preventive medicine consultant and chief of 
preventive medicine at Landstuhl Regional 
Medical Center.

There have been six confirmed cases 
involving U.S. servicemembers in Europe, 
she said. Those patients have received 
treatment and are responding well. 

She added that the command continues 
to follow Centers for Disease Control 
guidelines. Current guidelines include 
information on treating the illness for those 

who suspect they may have contracted the 
H1N1 influenza.

The CDC notes that if you are sick, you 
may be ill for a week or longer. You should 
stay home and avoid contact 
with other persons, except to 
seek medical care. If you leave 
the house to seek medical care, 
wear a mask or cover your 
coughs and sneezes with a 
tissue. In general you should 
avoid contact with other people 
as much as possible to keep from 
spreading your illness. At the 
current time, CDC believes that 
this virus has the same properties 
in terms of spread as seasonal flu viruses. 
With seasonal flu, studies have shown that 
people may be contagious from one day 
before they develop symptoms to up to 7 
days after they get sick. Children, especially 
younger children, might potentially be 
contagious for longer periods.

The CDC guidelines say that most people 

will recover without needing medical care. 
If you have severe illness or you are at high 
risk for flu complications, contact your 
health care provider or seek medical care. 
Your health care provider will determine 

whether flu testing or treatment 
is needed. Be aware that if the 
flu becomes wide spread, there 
will be little need to continue 
testing people, so your health 
care provider may decide not 
to test for the flu virus. 

Antiviral drugs can be given 
to treat those who become 
severely ill with influenza. 
These antiviral drugs are 

prescription medicines (pills, liquid or an 
inhaler) with activity against influenza 
viruses, including H1N1 flu virus. These 
medications must be prescribed by a health 
care professional.

For updated information, please refer to 
the CDC guidelines on the CDC Web site 
at: http://www.cdc.gov/h1n1flu/.
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Health officials upgrade H1N1 outbreak to Stage Six 
Pandemic announcement has no immediate effect on health care in Europe
Europe Regional Medical Command 
press release

Kids’ camp, ladies Bible study partner for summer activities
Story and photo by Sandra Wilson

Susanna Mason, left, shows Deja DeBorja and 
Olga Morales the book she illustrated about 
God’s creation of the world in the chapel 
summer camp that started yesterday.
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