
Year of the NCO: First sergeant 
Train those lieutenants, the rest falls into place

Story and photo by Mark Heeter 
Editor’s note: This is the sixth in a series of 

stories and items devoted to noncommissioned 
officers throughout the Year of the NCO.

Recalling the “light green, crystal clear” lake at 
the foot of the Bavarian Alps rushing toward him, 
1st Sgt. Jake Stockdill truly enjoyed his latest jump 
– a water landing. 

“It was absolutely fantabulous. It was off the 
back ramp of a CH53, so you walk off,” Stockdill 
said. “Aw, man, it was awesome.”

Admitting he should probably know the exact 
number of jumps he has made in his career – 
somewhere between 19 and 21 – Stockdill, with 
Anvil Troop, 1st Squadron, 91st Cavalry Regiment 
(Airborne), seems to be enjoying jumping from 
aircraft as much as training his fellow Soldiers 
– and superiors.

“Back in the day, when I was a young Cav guy 
growing up, first sergeant had 140 dudes in the 
troop.  Or more. He was that one guy,” Stockdill 
said. “He was the man.”

Still, it was his platoon sergeant at the time, 
now a sergeant major, who taught him at least two 
important lessons that guide him to this day. 

“I just remember him always telling me, our job as NCOs is to 
train those young Soldiers and train that lieutenant. Mentor that 
lieutenant,” said Stockdill, who relishes the opportunity to help 
young officers develop into future commanders.

“I’m my commander’s partner.  He’s training platoon leaders 

to be future commanders. Well, that’s part of my job too,” he said. 
“If I want to take care of Soldiers, I need to take care of those 
lieutenants.”

The second lesson: send your subordinates home in time to 
enjoy time with their families.

1st Sgt. Jake Stockdill, Anvil Troop, 1st Squadron, 91st Cavalry Regiment (Airborne), 
talks terrain with Capt. Nick Talbot in the Camp Robertson Training Area during an ex-
ercise in March.

NCO, see page 7

Schweinfurt alcohol and drug control officer receives top award
By Emily Athens

Warner

One of the programs aimed at maintaining Soldier 
readiness is the Army Substance Abuse Program 
(ASAP), an Army wide program to reinforce Soldiers’ 
physical, mental and emotional well-being. 

The guidance of the alcohol and drug control 
officer (ADCO) on each installation encourages 
program momentum and fosters success. From Army 
garrisons worldwide, one such ADCO stands out.

Gerry Warner, with the USAG Schweinfurt, was 
recognized by the Department of the Army as the 
ADCO of the year during an annual ceremony at the 
Texas Behavioral Health Institute in Austin, Texas, 

July 6. 
“I’m honored to accept the award, but I accept 

it on behalf of my team because they are really out 
there accomplishing the goals that we’ve set forth 
through the years,” Warner said. 

To be considered for the award, an individual 
must be nominated and fulfill various eligibility 
requirements. 

Nominations then work their way up the chain of 
command to the Department of the Army, explained 
Warner, adding that she would not have been 
recognized without command support. 

Warner joined the Schweinfurt ASAP in 2002 
ADCO, see page 6
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 This newsletter is a command information 
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weinfurt and Lower Franconia.

 Dates, times, locations, and the 
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Friday - Sunday:

Sprechen Sie FUn?
Events and activities in the local communities

Tomorrow:

Saturday:

 For more inFormation on local activitieS and eventS viSit: 
 www.schweinfurtserver.de/user/tourismus/Neu/stadtplan_EN_Endversion_2008.pdf

Special exhibition of the works of 
the famous artist “Edouard Manet” at the 
Museum Georg Schäfer, Brückenstrasse 20 

in Schweinfurt. 
Open hours 
are Tuesday – 
Sunday 10 a.m. – 
5 p.m., Thursday 
10 a.m. – 9 p.m.

Now until Aug. 2:

Now until Sunday:

24th Kissinger Sommer in Bad 
Kissingen.  For four and a half weeks the 
city turns into a center of the international 
music world.  Stars of the present and 
of the future for “Culture throughout 
Europe”.  This year’s theme is Italy and 
Greece. For more information visit the 
web at http://www.kissingersommer.de/
kissingersommer/index.html.
or call 0971-807-1110. E-mail to 
kissingersommer@stadt.badkissingen.de. 

LOOKING AHEAD...
July 24-26:

Friday - Monday: 

59th Rakoczy-Fest in Bad 
Kissingen
Southern flair music and parties on every 
street.  Famous historical characters will 
visit: Sissi of Austria, King Maximilian 
II of Bavaria and his son the famous King 
Ludwig II of Bavaria, Sovereign Fürst 
(Prince) Rakoczy from Hungary and 
artists and architects such as Balthasar 
Neumann, who built historical buildings 
such as the Würzburg Residence. The 
historical parade and formal ball will 
take place July 25.

District Music festival – 40th anni-
versary of the Brass Band of Ebenhausen 
and traditional “Hammelfest” (mutton 
fest).

Sunday:

Wine and beer fest in Schweinfurt, 
Martin-Luther-Platz at 7 p.m. featuring 
“BLAST,” a live band. 

Wine fest ESKAGE at Martin-Luther-
Platz in Schweinfurt beginning at 10 a.m., 
live band  “Die 2 Schweinfurter” at 5 p.m.

Summer wine fest at Peterstirn, lo-
cated on the hill on the left side of  B286  
between Mainberg  and Schonungen. Live 
music by various bands, 7 – 11 p.m.

Choir concert by Da Capo, La Musica, 
Chorissimo, Light in the Dark and more at 
Kaltenhof/Mainberg at 5 p.m.

Saturday continued:
Open-air concert at castle Altenburg 
in Bamberg by “Shamrock” at 7:30 p.m.

Big parade and a joint performance of sev-
eral choirs at 1:30 p.m. in Ebenhausen. 
Starting at 6 p.m. live musical entertain-
ment by the “Duo Con Brio”. 

Concert by the “Old Riverhouse Jazz-
band” at castle Hallburg near Volkach at 11 
a.m.



Angels and 
Demons (PG-13) 
Transformers 2 
(PG-13) 
Batle for Terra 
(PG)
Transformers 2
Battle for Terra
Transformers 2 

Angels and 
Demons

Schweinfurt

Tonight-

Tomorrow-

Saturday-

Sunday-

Monday-
Tuesday-
Wednesday-

7 p.m.

7 p.m.

4 p.m.

7 p.m.
4 p.m.
7 p.m.

closed
closed
7 p.m.
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Friday
Partly cloudy
Lows 19 C / 66 F

Saturday
Cloudy with rain 
Lows 1� C / 55 F

Sunday
Cloudy with rain 
Lows 12 C / 54 F

Source: 21st Operational Weather Squadron

Friday
Cloudy with rain 
Highs 26 C / 79 F

Saturday
Cloudy with rain 
Highs 15 C / 59 F

Sunday
Cloudy with rain 
Highs 16 C / 61 F

This week...

Schweinfurt three-day weather forecast
A.M. P.M.

Commander sought 

The USAG Schweinfurt is looking for 
a captain to serve as the Headquarters 
and Headquarters Company commander. 
Interested officers should call the USAG 
Schweinfurt command group at 354-1300.

Flag football
officials’ clinic

Interested in becoming a referee for 
flag football? Attend the Installation 
Management Command-Europe flag 
football officials’ clinic in Schwetzingen 
July 22-25. For more information, call 
Finney Fitness Center at 353-8234 or 
09721-96-8234. 

Wood and frame
shop closed

The wood and frame shop on Ledward 
bldg. 242 will close Wednesday until 
Aug. 13 due to employee annual leave. 
For questions concerning the pick up of a 
pre-ordered item, contact David Haywood 
at the Ledward Crafts Studio by calling 
09721-96-6903. 

Super Saturday
child care

Childcare is available at the Child 
Development Center and School Age 
Services July 25 for families with children 
ages six weeks through fifth-grade from 
9:30 a.m. to 2:30 p.m. Registration ends 
tomorrow. Cost is $16. For more information 
or to register, call 09721-96-6517.

Strengthen family
bonds class

Come to a training on how to strengthen 
family bonds through creative play 
Wednesday in the Yellow Ribbon Room 
from 2 to 3:30 p.m. Open to the community, 
the class offers lessons about how 
playing with children fosters childhood 
development and reduces stress for parents. 
To register, call 09721-96-6933. 

Destination Schweinfurt 

day trip
Take a day trip to tour the town of 

Volkach Monday with Army Community 
Service. Bus is limited to 12 people, but 
carpooling is an option. Transportation 
departs at 9 a.m. and returns at 2 p.m. For 
more information, call at 09721-96-6933. 

Kids camp, women’s 
Bible study

The Genesis Journey children’s camp is 
ongoing throughout the summer and invites 
first- through fifth-graders to come to the 
Ledward chapel every Wednesday from 
9 a.m. to noon. Concurrently, Protestant 
Women of the Chapel hosts a Bible study 
and invites all ladies from the community 
to join. Watch care for infants is available 
free of charge for Bible study attendees. 
For information, call 09721-96-6860 about 
kids camp and 01522-1310274 about the 
study. 

Lunch n’ learn
Spend lunch at the library Tuesday and 

learn about the best European travel Web 
sites. Beginning at 12:15 p.m., participants 
are encouraged to bring their own lunch 
as they gain knowledge about vacation 
hotspots. To sign up, call 354-1740.

POC training
Interested in becoming a point of contact 

for your family readiness group? Come 
to the POC training at Army Community 
Service Wednesday from 11:30 a.m. to 1 
p.m. To register, call 09721-96-6933.
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24 JULY --USAG Schweinfurt community Organizational Day, Kessler Field, 9 a.m. 354-6605.

  --First impression employment readiness class at Army CommunityService, 2-4 p.m. 354-6933. 

26 JULY --Street winefest in Stammheim with Outdoor Rec. Depart 1 p.m., return 5 p.m. Call 353-8080.

27 JULY --ADD and ADHD support group at Army Community Service, 10 a.m. to noon. 09721-96-6933. 

28 JULY --Treasurer training in the Yellow Ribbon Room, 11:30 a.m. - 1 p.m. Call 09721-96-6933. 

  --Operation Rising Star sign-up table at the PX, 11 a.m. - 1 p.m. For more information or to sign  
   up online, visit www.oprisingstar.com. 

29 JULY --Summer reading program event ages 6-11, Ledward library, 1-2 p.m. Call 09721-96-1740.

30 JULY --Teen summer stress buster at Kessler Field, 9:30 a.m. - 3:30 p.m. Call 09721-96-6933.

  --Ledward library book club discusses “One Thousand Women” by Jim Fergus, 5:15 p.m.

  --Lunch Bunch meets 11 a.m. - 2 p.m. Bring euro for lunch. For restaurant details, call 354-6933

  --Family readiness group (FRG) roundtable, Yellow Ribbon Room 6-8 p.m. 09721-96-6933. 

  --Career and interest assessment workshop at ACS, 9:30 a.m. to noon. To sign up, call 354-6933. 

31 JULY --Club Beyond game or movie night, time to be announced, Conn Chapel. Call 0175-666-3339.

  --Asperger’s and Autism support group at Army Community Service, 10-11:30 a.m. 354-6933.

1 AUG --Polish pottery shopping trip with Outdoor Rec. $50. Depart 4 a.m., return 11 p.m. 353-8080.

2 AUG --Winefest in Ziel am Main with Outdoor Rec. Depart noon, return 5 p.m. $10. Call 353-8080.

3-7 AUG --Schweinfurt newcomers awareness program with Army Community Service. Call 354-6933.
  
5 AUG --Club Beyond trip to the Silvana Schwimmbad, 2-4 p.m. For more information, call 354-8620.

  --Bamberg High School and community tour, 8 a.m. - 4 p.m. Call 09721-96-6517 for details.

7-10 AUG --European Catholic Youth Conference. For details call Ledward Chapel at 09721-96-1370.

10 AUG --Registration ends for community co-ed volleyball, travels on weekends. Call Finney 353-8234.

12 AUG --Bamberg High School and community tour, 8 a.m. - 4 p.m. Call 09721-96-6517 for details.

  --Pre-transition briefing in bldg. 40 on Conn Barracks, 9 a.m. to noon. Reserve a seat, 354-8683.

14 AUG --Operation Rising Star begins, Ledward Rohr’s Diner, 7 p.m. Call 09721-96-6225.

17-21 AUG --Vacation Bible School, Ledward Chapel, 9:30 a.m. - 12:30 p.m. for ages 4 years to fifth-grade. 

18 AUG --High-schooler rock climbing with Bamberg Club Beyond and Outdoor Rec. Call  354-8620.

  --Bulk trash pick up for Askren Manor, Yorktown, and government-leased housing.  

18-19 AUG --Auditions for “The Way of All Fish,” Abrams Center, 1 p.m. and 6 p.m. Call 0162-296-2776.

18-21 AUG --Eastern European football camp open to high school players. Info. packets in the Commons.

19 AUG --Writing workshop with best-selling author Gary Shteyngart, Conn Community Club, 6 p.m. 

19-22 AUG --Flag football officials clinic at Finney Fitness Center. For details, call 09721-96-8234. 

31 AUG --Kindergarten readiness camp begins at School Age Services, 9-11 a.m. Call 09721-96-6090. 

8 SEPT --Community update forum in the multi-purpose room at the elementary school, 6 p.m. 

C
om

m
unity 6 w

eek outlook calendar
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Rear detachment de-stresses, recharges for mission    
Story and photo by Emily Athens

During deployments, the rear-detachment 
command of any unit must work long hours 
to accommodate the needs of Soldiers and 
families while maintaining support for the 
forward command operating downrange.

According to Travis Reynolds, outreach 
program coordinator for Army Community 
Service, it’s important for the rear 
detachment to not only stay focused on the 
things they’re responsible for but to take 
some time to think about their well-being. 

In an effort to highlight the importance 
of stress reduction, Reynolds visited the 
rear-detachment personnel of 1st Battalion, 
2nd Infantry Regiment, or the Black 
Scarves, Friday where he conducted a brief 
class on the nature of stress, its effects and 
symptoms, and how to fight it.

“I want to make sure the awareness is 
still there. I’ve been on rear-d myself and 
the important thing to know is not to feel 
like you have to resolve everything by 
yourself. It’s a huge responsibility and it’s 
very easy to get overwhelmed by what your 
mission is and what your duties are and 
forget about yourself,” Reynolds said. 

Capt. Joshua Buchanan, Company D 

commander of the Black 
Scarves, explained that 
the stress class is a step 
towards proactively 
taking care of those 
working with the rear-
detachment team. 

“We have a small 
team here that takes 
on a big mission for a 
long period of time. It’s 
important that we take 
the time and resources 
out over the course of 
that period to take care of ourselves. The 
rear-d needs to sustain their own well-being 
so they can help support the families and 
Soldiers across the community,” Buchanan 
said, adding that those who attended the 
class had the opportunity to share stories, 
receive advice, take a step out of the office 
and briefly recharge for the mission at 
hand. 

“We do a lot of teaching, but (in the 
class) we do less teaching and encourage 
more dialogue. What makes the difference 
here is that people have an opportunity to 
express themselves as opposed to listening 
to someone,” Reynolds said. 

Following the classroom portion, the 
Soldiers took a trip to Conn Barracks to play 
paintball. According to Reynolds, paintball 
and other activities of the sort encourage 
assembly and cohesion of the group.   

Staff Sgt. Patrick Purcell, who attended 
the stress relieving activities, explained 
how the break from work was beneficial. 

“It just helps you explore ways to deal 
with stress that you might not have already 
worked through as a group. Not only do 
we sit down and work through some of it 
ourselves, but it’s the realization that there’s 
a program Army wide that’s being used to 
address the situations of stress,” he said.

Travis Reynolds briefs the rear-detachment team of 1st Battalion 
2nd Infantry Regiment Friday about the different aspects of stress 
and how to overcome it. 

Tymon Blow
Miles Brice
Dion Brooks
Dezmond Coleman
Elijah Daniels
Jamel Daniels
Amara Dasalla
Paige Dasalla
Calvin Davis
Axel Delgado
Taelor Duncan
Tomas Duncan
Jada Edelen
Antwaine Holness
Kimberlee Holness

Tymon Blow (left), takes off running during track practice while other team members 
wait for coach Darryl Jones to say go. (Photo by Sandra Wilson) 

Successful first season comes to an end for track and field 
Dylan Hopkins
Morgan Hopkins
Michael Johnson
Dion Jones
Jeremy Kukowski
Steven Kukowski
Thalei Kamalani-Manpathou
Cody Mazza
Kylee Mazza
Aiden Meikle
Alexis Meikle
Katelyn Palmer
Isabella Roman
Mariah White
Nicholas White
DeAnthony Wike

Team Roster

Since April, the first ever USAG Schweinfurt Child, Youth, 
and School Services track and field team, coached by Darryl 
and Lynette Jones, has been traveling to installations throughout 
Europe for competitions. The 31-person team, made up of youth 
between the ages of six and 17 years old, will compete in their 
fifth and final meet Saturday in Grafenwoehr. The team took first 

place in Vicenza and Hohenfels, second place in Wiesbaden, and 
third place in Heidelberg. 

An end-of-the-year banquet was held Wednesday night to 
congratulate the team on their successes, honoring Tymon Blow 
with the leadership award, Aiden Meikle with the most improved 
award and Mariah White with the coach’s award.



Since the covenant 
was sealed in October 
2007, Army leaders 
around the world and the 
employees who work 
with them have offered 
concrete and measurable 
support to the whole 
Army family. 

“We are in the 
customer service business,” said Drake 
Gibbs, director of the USAG Schweinfurt 
Directorate of Public Works, which includes 
the housing division. “And we’re here to 
serve and proud to be acknowledged by the 
people we serve.”

Especially when their Soldier is 
deployed, families face a number of 
challenges and know where to turn for 
help, according to Buchanan.

“They have these subject-matter experts 
in the community that they can go to and 
help them with the problems – and do it 
in a helpful, positive way,” he said. “It’s 
something they’re motivated to do, and that 
motivates us in turn – a cycle of giving.” 
Finster looks at herself as part of the Army 
family, she said. 

“I think we’re all one,” she said of her 
approach to customer service.

“That’s my thanks back. They become 
a friend, a brother, a sister. One family,”     
she said.
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Army Family Covenant: A ‘cycle of giving’
By Mark Heeter 

SCHWEINFURT, Germany -- “We are 
committed to providing our Families a 
strong, supportive environment where 
they can thrive” --  From the Army Family 
Covenant

Capt. Joshua Buchanan and 1st Sgt. Billy 
Cook, the rear-detachment command team 
for the 1st Battalion, 2nd Infantry Regiment, 
“Black Scarves,” surprised two employees 
of the USAG Schweinfurt housing division 
with battalion certificates of appreciation 

and commander’s coins 
for their work with the 
battalion’s families 
Tuesday.

“We just wanted to 
recognize two people 
that help out the Black 
Scarves a lot,” Buchanan 
said, before honoring 
customer service 

representatives Wendy Finster and Hubert 
Roth in front of their colleagues.

“Every time we come over, you’re very 
helpful and always with a smile on your 
face,” he said, addressing Finster.

“I channel everything through Mr. 
Roth, because he’s one of those helpful 
people in the Schweinfurt community,”          
Buchanan said. 

Roth

Finster

as the clinical director. After five years, she assumed her current 
position where she manages and monitors the program, which 
entails taking care of budgets, evaluating prevention and training, 
and setting and implementing program goals. 

“ASAP is all about prevention, intervention, deterrence, 
and treatment. We’re here to educate about how substances can 
physically have an impact on individuals., Warner said. 

“We’re trying to be innovative about getting the message out 
about health and wellness. And I’m approachable if they have a 
problem and don’t know how to get through the barriers.” 

Three prominent objectives of the ASAP program stand out and 
deserve more focus, according to Warner. 

“One goal is to break the stigma, and that’s a tough goal until 
society can look at alcoholism as a brain disease instead of a 
moral issue. Another goal is to reduce the health problems that 
are caused from overindulgence and reduce the number of legal 
problems. And then the ultimate goal is readiness. We want to give 
the commanders Soldiers that are ready to go,” she said. 

Having been a military spouse of 30 years, Warner realizes the 
sacrifices Soldiers make and stays committed to their health, putting 
them on the top of her priority list. In addition, she acknowledges 
the hardships families may face alongside their Soldier.

“Serving Soldiers is my number one priority. I’m dedicated to 
the military. My love for my country, my love for the Soldier, and 
also the families and the sacrifices they make … I want to set them 
all up for success,” she said.  

Being recognized as the Army ADCO of the year demonstrates 
that her proactive contributions to ASAP have not gone 
unnoticed. 

“Ms. Warner is dedicated to the Soldiers, family members, and 
civilians of USAG Schweinfurt. She is constantly on the alert for 
options to enhance well-being and to promote an environment 
that encourages prevention of drug and alcohol problems,” said 
Dr. Catherine Manos, USAG Schweinfurt ASAP prevention 
coordinator.  

“She is outstanding in her management of the ASAP program 
and the community is richer for her being a part of our community,” 
she said. 

ADCO

Assessment to grade Army 
Family Covenant success

HEIDELBERG, Germany - From mid-
July through September, the United 
States Army in Europe and Installation 
Management Command-Europe Region 
will join forces to evaluate just how well 
the Army Family Covenant is meeting 
the needs and expectations of Soldiers 
and families in Europe.

The assessment begins in July with 
pre-defined focus groups drawn from 
the seven garrisons across Europe 
that have been most impacted by re-
curring, extended deployments: United 
States Army Garrison Weisbaden, Stutt-
gart, Ansbach, Schweinfurt, Bamberg, 
Grafenwoehr, and Vicenza.

The focus group assessment will be 
followed up in August with an online 
survey that anyone in Europe will be en-
couraged to complete.

Stay tuned for more information that 
will direct you where and how to ac-
cess the survey to ensure your voice is 
heard to improve future programs and 
services.   
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Register now for Operation Rising Star 
By Emily Athens 

“You’ve got to get home and take care 
of your family. Because if you get home 
and take care of your family, and that part’s 
good, this part in the office is going to be 
easy. Because you’re going to be focused,” 
he said, noting that anyone whom he 
outranks goes home at the same time he does. 
Stockdill considers himself fortunate to 
have the broad experience of having been 
deployed to both Iraq and Afghanistan, 
but, understanding the toll deployments 
can take on families, demands his Soldiers 
devote time to their families.

“There’s going to be exceptions to that 
all the time. Especially when we get close 
to the deployment, close to packing out. 
Yeah, I’m going to have days when I’m 
not going to leave the office until 2100. I 
know that. But if I make up the time now, 
the Soldiers will be focused when that time 
comes,” he said.

Younger noncommissioned officers are 
quick to point to Stockdill as an example, 
their model NCO. 

“The thing I respected most about 1st Sgt. 
Stockdill is that he really cared about us, 
and you could see that,” said Sgt. Donnie 
Bass, who deployed with Stockdill.

“He was like our big shield, like, stop, 
boom, no way,” Bass said, during a training 
exercise in March.

“He taught me so much, and he actually 
took the time out of his day to get with us 
and teach us,” Bass said.

As the Airborne Cav prepares again to 
deploy, Stockdill stresses to his Soldiers 
– and young officers – that they focus on 
basics of their skill that can be applied to 
any combat theater.

“Our common ground has become wider 
and wider and wider,” he said, explaining 
the challenges that such a heavily deployed 
and experienced force brings from Iraq and 
Afghanistan.

“This fight’s going to end. If they don’t 
know how to establish an OP, an observation 
post, to set and establish it and know what 
equipment to take, because they’ve been 
so focused on kicking in a door, when that 
time comes for them to be a staff sergeant, 

what good are they?” he asked.
“If they don’t understand the principles 

of reconnaissance and the fundamentals of 
security, when this fight is over, they’re not 
going to be any good,” he said.

In addition to having the experience 
of fighting in both Iraq and Afghanistan, 
Stockdill has been a Ranger “leg” and 
a member of a mechanized Cavalry 
Squadron.

All that before jumping into lakes in the 
heart of Bavaria. 

NCO

Operation Rising Star is looking for 
contestants for the 2009 competition 
beginning Aug. 14. Those interested 
can sign up now for the opportunity to 
showcase their singing talent in front 
of a live audience.

Open to all Soldiers and family 
members who are ID cardholders over 
the age of 18, sign-ups run until Aug. 
11. 

“Besides being heard and sharing 
your talent, it’s just fun. It’s a once in 
a lifetime experience,” said Garland 
Travis, Schweinfurt entertainment 
director. 

Performances start Aug. 14 at Rohr’s 
diner beginning at 7 p.m. and run every 
Friday, same time and location, until a 
local winner is determined. Everyone 
in the community is invited to attend.  

The Schweinfurt winner will 
receive $500 and advance to the 
televised finals. The final competition 
winner earns an all-expenses paid trip 

for two, a vocal coach, and their very 
own three-song demo CD, explained 
Travis. 

In addition to benefits bestowed 
upon the winner, local family readiness 
groups or units who show the most 
support by attending performances 
and casting their votes will be awarded 
$300. 

“It’s a great event for the community 
to be part of. Up until last year, it 
was only for active duty Soldiers and 
reservists. Now Operation Rising Star 
allows spouses and family members, so 
we hope to have more involvement,” 
Travis said.  

To sign up, visit www.oprisingstar.
com or go to the PX Tuesday, July 28, 
or Aug. 4 from 11 a.m. to 1 p.m. where 
a table will be set up with registration 
information and sign-up sheets. A 
table will also be set up Wednesday at 
the Conn dining facility from 11 a.m. 
to 1 p.m.

For details, call 09721-96-6225. 

Joyce Dodson of Schweinfurt, overall winner of the 
2008 Operation Rising Star competition, sings after the 
Schweinfurt community theater performance in October 
2008. Soldiers and family members are encouraged to 
sign up for the 2009 Operation Rising Star competition 
beginning Aug. 14. (Photo by Sandra Wilson)



GRAFENWOEHR, Germany - It’s a 
great day, when officers and Soldiers from 
16 different nations can come together to 
demonstrate their weapons proficiency and 
compete against each other in the spirit of 
partnership.

“Tag der Infanterie,” or the “13th Day 
of the Infantry,” is just that sort of activity.  
The two-day celebration was hosted by the 
German Infantry School in Hammelburg 
on July 9-10.  The event gave German 
and allied Soldiers a chance to see the 
latest developments in German doctrine 
and training as well as the chance to fire 
various weapons. Festivities included 

a conference of 
German commanders, 
a meeting of the 
Federation of the 
German Infantry 
and an international 
shooting competition 
with the German G36 
rifle.

Team 1 from 
the 172nd Infantry 
Brigade (Separate) 
based in Grafenwoehr 
and Schweinfurt, 
placed second in 
the international 
competition. The team 
members: Staff Sgt. 
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Soldiers hit the mark at international shooting competition

(From left to right) American Soldiers Staff Sgt. Michael L. Silvestre, 
Spc. Michael Remauro, Staff Sgt. Noah A. Plumb and Staff Sgt. Steve 
C. Vasquez of the 172nd Separate Infantry Brigade stand during an 
award presentation July 10 following their second place finish in the 
13th Day of the Infantry shooting competition hosted by German In-
fantry School in Hammelburg. (Photo by Katharina Treitinger)

Noah Plumb, Staff Sgt. Michael Silvestre, 
Staff Sgt. Steve Vasquez, and Spc. Michael 
Remauro said they were proud to bring 
home such a great honor to their brigade.

Vasquez said he was happy with the 
outcome overall.

“I would like to thank the Soldiers for a 
job well done. For such a short time to train 
with the weapon they did an outstanding 
job at the competition,”  he said.

Lt. Col. Eric Stetson, 172nd Task Force 
Shield commander, took top honors in the 
individual G36 rifle competition. 

“I knew I shot decently that day but had 
no idea I was in the running to place at all, 
I like that G36 rifle. More importantly, I 
really appreciate the Germans extending 
to us the opportunity to train with them 
and participate in the competition and 
show us their infantry’s capabilities. The 
Hammelberg Infantry School is a great 
supporter of our brigade,” Stetson said.

According to Stetson, he and his team 
are looking forward to continuing the good 
relations with the German Infantry School 
and are eager to participate in next year’s 
competition. 

By Pfc. Audrey Glynn
172nd Infantry Brigade Public Affairs

Bernie Bauer (left), banking center manager, and Lt. Col. Anthony Haager, 
garrison commander, cut a ribbon marking the official opening of the newly 
renovated Community Bank facility on Conn Barracks yesterday. (Photo by   
Emily Athens)

Organizational Day closuresNewly renovated Community Bank opens
USAG Schweinfurt will hold an Organizational 

Day July 24 at Kessler Field beginning at 9 a.m. 
Due to the event, the following offices and agencies 
will be closed: 

The recreation center and the Auto Skills Center 
will only remain open from 5 to 8 p.m. For emer-
gency service orders with the Self Help Store, call 
354-8645 or 09721-96-8645.

ALL recycle/SORT centers will remain open. 

Strip Lot 
Conn Club 
All DOL offices 
ASAP office 
CPAC office 
DPW main office 
Housing office

Tax Relief Office 
Marketing Office 
Private organizations
NAF Property Office 
NAF IT Support
Outdoor Recreation 
Arts & Crafts Center
Self Help Store
Financial Management Division
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