Haager relinquishes command to Spain

Col. Christopher Hickey, U.S. Army Garrison Ansbach commander,
hands Lt. Col. Everett Spain the garrison guidon in a ceremony on
Conn Barracks Tuesday. Spain assumed command of the USAG Sch-
weinfurt, succeeding Lt. Col. Anthony Haager, who commanded the
garrison since July 2006.

Story and photo by Mark Heeter

In a ceremony on Conn Barracks Tuesday, Lt. Col. Everett
Spain assumed command of the U.S. Army Garrison Schweinfurt,
succeeding Lt. Col. Anthony Haager, who commanded the garrison
since July 2006.

Calling it a “historic moment for the Schweinfurt community,”
Diane Devens, director, Installation Management Command
— Europe Region, noted the significance in the timing of the
ceremony.

“The passing of these flags might seem insignificant to the
casual eye, but in fact, this move signifies achieving a milestone
on the path to the global defense posture realignment, which
called for a significantly transformed Army worldwide,” she
said, referring to the impending command-and-control shift of the
USAG Schweinfurt to an indirect-report garrison under the USAG
Ansbach.

“It’s very symbolic, this change of command ceremony, in
terms of the Army’s transformation here in Europe,” she said.

Col. Christopher Hickey, USAG Ansbach commander, also
delivered remarks and praised Spain’s service.

“A quick read of his biography will reveal that this officer is not
only a superb leader but a scholar and an athlete,” Hickey said.

“I look forward to working with you as we implement this new
streamlined command structure to provide best possible service
to our mission units, Soldiers and their families,” Hickey said,
addressing Spain.

Spain, who was stationed in Germany earlier in his career,
comes to Schweinfurt with his wife and four children from his

COMMAND, see page 5

CAV spouses prepare for upcoming deployment

Story and photo by Emily Athens

While Soldiers are physically
training for the realities of war,
spouses are mentally preparing for
their responsibilities throughout a
deployment that extend beyond the
battlefield.

“Many spouses will be asked to
run a household and raise a family
alone for a year. This is a daunting
task. When those spouses live in
a foreign country, it is even more
daunting. Taking care of families is
as important as many missions we
will execute downrange,” said Lt.
Col. Paul Fellinger, commander of

the 1% Squadron, 91* Cavalry unit
based in Schweinfurt.

In an effort to ease the transition
that comes with any deployment, 1%
Sqdn, 91 CAV has begun briefings
specifically for spouses and family
members that cover a wide spectrum
of topics, to include rest and
recuperation leave and the October
training calendar.

“We’re trying to make sure that
all the spouses understand exactly
what’s going on and what to expect
throughout the months prior to the
deployment and the months through

SPOUSES, see page 6

Family members, Beatrice Guzman (left) of C troop and Liza
Capellan of HHT, welcome home their husbands and other
troopers from their mission readiness exercise in Hohen-
fels.
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Events and activities in the local communities

FOR MORE INFORMATION ON LOCAL ACTIVITIES AND EVENTS VISIT:
www.schweinfurtserver.de/user/tourismus/Neu/stadtplan_ EN_Endversion 2008.pdf

Tomorrow & Saturday:

Federweisser fest (new wine) at the
Cinema, Am Markt in Schweinfurt
World Children’s day, “drumming
for children’s rights” at the Martin-Luther-
Platz, 2 p.m.

Tomorrow - Monday:
Parish fest, live bands, at the Festplatz
in Werneck

Saturday:

Bread and wine fest at the Schleifstein
in Maibach, 8 p.m.

Flea market at Wirsingstrasse 13 in
Schweinfurt, 7 a.m.—4p.m.

Flea market — children’s
clothes and toys, Pfarrheim
in Schonungen, 10:30 a.m.
-1pm.

clothes and toys, at the
Pfarrheim in Heselbach, 2 — 4:30 p.m.

Saturday and Sunday:

Volksmarch and torch march in
Kuetzberg, starting at Equipment Hall of
Company Schmitt. Five or 10 kilometer
walks begin Saturday at 2 p.m., torch
march 7 p.m.; five, 10, or 20 kilometer
walks begin Sunday at 7 a.m.

Saturday and Sunday:

Medieval fest at castle ruins Boten-
lauben in Bad Kissingen-Reiterswiesen.
Saturday night “the

great night mys-
tery,” a magical
fire theater with

some sequences of
the play “Carmina
Burana” will be
staged with fire-
works, smoke and lightning effects on the
highest crenel. Visitors can sample culinary
delights from the castle kitchen as well as
specially brewed dark beer.

Saturday - Oct. 2:

Nachsommer concert season,
10th anniversary. Classic, soul and jazz
performed by national and international
artists at SKF Hall 410 in Schweinfurt.
For tickets, visit www.eventim.de or call
01801-052052.

Sunday:

Fall market at the market square in
Stadtlauringen.

Flea market at the Aldi parking lot in
Niederwerrn.

Flea market at the Werntalhall in Pop-
penhausen, 1 — 4 p.m.

Sunday cont’d:

“QOctoberfest” at the ice skating rink,
live music at 3 p.m. by Fritz Beck and
friends and at 6 p.m. by “Xanadu.”

Bread and wine fest in Maibach, at 2
p.m. Live music by local band, “Haeisd ‘n
Daeisd vomm Mee.”

LOOKING AHEAD...
Oct. 17:

Dance theater “Black Grace” from
New Zealand performs, Schweinfurt
Theater, Rossbrunnstrasse 2 at 7:30
p-m. For tickets call 09721-51475 or
09721-51510.

Oct. 23:

Ballet “Don Quixote” performed
by the ensemble of St. Petersburger
Ballet Theater  Boris Elfman,
Schweinfurt Theater, Rossbrunnstrasse
2 at 7:30 p.m. For tickets call 09721-
51475 or 09721-51510.

Oct. 31:

Black gospel performance, “Total
Praise,” Congress Center in Wiirzburg
at 8 p.m. For tickets go to www.getgo.
de/tetal_praise
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The Schweinfurt Dispatch weekly news-
letter is an unofficial publication of the U.S.
Army Garrison Schweinfurt, IMCOM-Europe
and the U.S. Army authorized under the provi-
sions of AR 360-1.

The newsletter is published and distributed
weekly in an electronic format. The newsletter
can be viewed on the U.S. Army Schweinfurt
web site at http://www.schweinfurt.army.mil.

newsletter are acquired from sources that high-
light events, programs, and activities in Sch-
weinfurt and Lower Franconia.

Dates, times, locations,
events themselves might change or
be cancelled without prior notice.

To be added to the Schweinfurt Dispatch
distribution list, please e-mail: mail.sft.pao@
eur.army.mil.

and the

This newsletter is a command information
product that places emphasis on events and ac-
tivities occurring throughout the Schweinfurt
and Lower Franconia areas.

Information and photos included in this

This address can also be used to submit
community slides or information on upcom-
ing events, or you can reach the USAG Sch-
weinfurt public affairs office by calling 354-
1400/6381 or (09721) 961400/966381.
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This week... Hispanic heritage lunch Auditions for
community theatre

Possible waits at
FMWR facilities

Family, Welfare, Morale and Recreation
facilities will undergo a database update
to RecTrac and the Child and Youth
Management System starting Monday.
Customers may experience longer waits at
front desks in facilities like the fitness and
recreation centers due to ID card barcodes
needing to be re-entered into the system.

Temporary closure of
recycle centers

All of the USAG Schweinfurt recycle
centers will be closed Tuesday for
mandatory training from 11 a.m. to 2 p.m.
Recycle centers will reopen at 2 p.m. with
regular operating hours.

Super Saturday deadline

The deadline to register for Super
Saturday childcare is tomorrow. Super
Saturday is held Sept. 26 from 9:30 a.m. to
2:30 p.m. for ages six weeks through fifth
grade. Cost is $16. To sign up, call central
registration at 09721-96-6417.

Sc weinfurt

Bruno (R)
Tomorrow- Final Destination
(R)
Harry Potter (PG)
Final Destination
(R)
Harry Potter (PG)
Final Destination
(R)

Saturday- 4 p.m.

7 p-m.
Sunday- 4 p.m.
7 p-m.

Monday- closed
Tuesday- closed
Wednesday- 7 p.m. | Love You Beth

Cooper (PG-13)

The Ledward Library will host a
Hispanic heritage month luncheon Sept. 24
from noon to 1 p.m. Volunteers are needed
from 8 am. to 1 p.m. The community is
invited to enjoy a free lunch fiesta. Kids
can smash pifnatas at noon and 1 p.m. To
volunteer, call 09721-96-1740.

Self-help store closed

The Schweinfurt self-help issue point
store will be closed for annual inventory
Monday through Sept. 25. During this time,
Soldiers are still eligible to be cleared.

Auto winterization Course

The Conn Auto Skills Center offers a
course about how to winterize your car
for the upcoming winter months. The
class is held Sept. 24 at 6 p.m. For more
information, call 09721-96-8224.

Crafts studio trip

The Ledward Crafts Studio takes a trip
to the Lichtenfels basket market Sunday.
Transportation departs at 8 a.m. and returns
at 6 p.m. For information, call 354-6903.

Auditions for the community theatre
comedy and drama “Quickies!” will be held
Tuesday and Wednesday and Sept. 29-30 at
the Abrams Entertainment Center at 1 and 6
p.m. Men, women, and children of all ages
are needed for roles. No acting experience
necessary. For more information, call
09721-96-6225.

BOSS Meet n’ Greet

Better Opportunities for Single Soldiers
invites Soldiers to the Finney Recreation
Center for a Meet and Greet Sept. 24 from
1 to 5 p.m. Enjoy fun, karaoke, and games
as well as non-traditional classes on sexual
assault and suicide prevention. For more
information, call 09721-96-8476.

Basketball registration
deadline

The deadline to register for community
basketball is Tuesday. All ID cardholders
over the age of 18 and not in high school
are eligible to sign up. The season begins
Oct. 1. For more information, call 09721-
96-8234.

Friday
Partly cloudy
Lows 13C /55 F

Saturday
Sunny
Lows 14 C /57 F

Sunday
Partly cloudy
Lows 16 C/61 F

Schweinfurt three-day weather forecast

Source: 21st Operational Weather Squadron

Friday
Partly cloudy
Highs 21 C /70 F

Saturday
Partly cloudy
Highs 22 C /72 F

Sunday
Mostly cloudy
Highs 18 C /64 F
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25 SEPT --Community PG movie event “Fireproof,” Kessler Field, 8 p.m. Bring chairs/blankets. Hosted
by Ledward Chapel and ACS. Inclement weather location: middle school MPR.

26 SEPT --Egg pysanky, Yellow Ribbon Room, 9:30 a.m.-2:30 p.m. Limited free supplies and tool usage
available. Email pwoc.schweinfurt@gmail.com for details.

26-27 SEPT --Commissary case lot sale. Come shop for items in bulk at discounted rates.

28 SEPT --English as a second language, level I, six-week course begins and meets Mondays/Wednesdays
from 5 to 7 p.m. and Tuesdays/Thursdays from 1 to 3 p.m. Call 09721-96-6933.

29 SEPT --Bulk trash pick up for Askren, Yorktown, and government leased housing.
--Eliminate debt financial class, 3:30-4:30 p.m. Call Army Community Service 09721-96-6933.
29-30 SEPT --Auditions for community theater comedy and drama “Quickies!” Abrams Center, 1 & 6 p.m.
1 0OCT --Beginning German language class, Ledward YRR, 11:30 a.m.-1 p.m. Call ACS at 354-6933.
--Registration open for racquetball tourney Oct. 10, Kessler fitness center, 9 a.m.-2:30 p.m.
5 0CT --Combined Federal Campaign Kicks off, PX lobby, 11:30 a.m. cake cutting.
6 OCT --Coffee bar opens at the Ledward library. Celebrate noon-1 p.m. Details at 09721-96-1740.
--Holiday greetings video recordings, Ledward PX, 9 a.m. to 4 -p.m.
8 OCT --Community theater presents “The Way of All Fish,” Abrams Center, 7 p.m. Reserve 354-6225.
--Vehicle winterization course: winter tires, Conn Auto Skills center, 6 p.m. Call 354-8224.
10-11 OCT --Trip to textile market in Michelstadt with Crafts Studio. Call 09721-96-6903 to reserve seat.
13 OCT --Bulk trash pick up for Askren, Yorktown, and government leased housing.
15 OCT --Community theater presents “The Way of All Fish,” Abrams Center, 7 p.m. Reserve 354-6225.

--Registration open for dodgeball tourney Oct. 30, Finney fitness center, 6-8:30 p.m. 354-8234.

17 OCT --Breast cancer awareness 5k run, Kessler Fitness Center, 9 a.m. Pre-register 7:30-8:15 a.m.
22 OCT --Vehicle winterization course: rust prevention, Conn Auto Skills center, 6 p.m. Call 353-8224.
23 OCT --Parents’ Night Out, 6:30-11:30 p.m. Sign up now. Cost is $16. Call 09721-96-6414 to register.

--Health care benefits awareness table set up at PX featuring preventive medicine services,
Army public/community health nursing, and nutrition care, 10 a.m.- 2 p.m.

24 OCT --Day trip to Rhoen with Outdoor Rec, 9 a.m.-5:30 p.m. $20. Enjoy rollercoasters, beer, and
museum. Call 09721-96-8080.

30 OCT --Health care benefits awareness table set up at PX featuring TRICARE, 10 a.m.- 2 p.m.

31 OCT --Day trip to Pottenstein with Outdoor Rec, 9 a.m.-5:30 p.m. $20 Enjoy Devils Cave, smoked

fish and rollercoaster. Call 09721-96-8080.
--Halloween bash with costume contest for children & adults, Ledward Library, 5 p.m.
--Better Opportunities for Single Soldiers music and theater “Thriller Night.” Finney Rec.
1 NOV --Crafts market trip to Lauterbach with Crafts Studio, departs 8 a.m. Call 09721-96-6903.
5 NOV --Vehicle winterization course: winter driving, Conn Auto Skills center, 6 p.m. Call 353-8224.

5-9 NOV --Geomaris indoor pool trip with Outdoor Rec., 5-8:30 p.m. Call 09721-96-8080.




Schweinfurt Dispatch

Sept. 17, 2009

Page 5

Some fall plants, berries can be fatally toxic

By Sandra Wilson

Autumn brings with it brilliantly colored leaves, bushes, and
berries. Edible fruits like apples and plums are abundant this time
of year, but also prolific are poisonous berries and other plants that
may take on an appetizing appearance to the untrained eye.

“This time of year there is so much,” said USAG Schweinfurt
safety manager Eddi Sauer. “A great variety of plants are toxic, but
most you won’t die from immediately.”

This plant, called Atropa Belladonna, can be found growing in many
areas in this region. The berries have a somewhat sweet taste and
may look attractive to eat, but consumption of only a few can be
lethal. Even touching the plant with bare skin can lead to poisoning.
(Courtesy photo)

COMMAND

assignment as a White House Fellow with
the Department of the Treasury.

“Knowing that the future belongs to
those who seek it, I ask that you please join
us in working to keep our community young
in spirit,” with courage, compassion, ideas,
spirit of teamwork, and energy, Spain said
to the community in his address.

“The garrison’s mission is to sustain,
support, defend. Those three words are
exactly what we are going to continue to
do together as a community for the heroes,
families and civilians of 1-2 Infantry, 1-91
Cavalry, 9% Engineers, 1-77 Field Artillery,
172" Support, 15" Engineers, 44" Signal,
12" Chemical, and all of the other
distinguished units and people who serve
along side of us in the wonderful place we
call home: Schweinfurt,” he said.

Haager’s next assignment takes him
to the Pentagon, with the Assistant
Secretary of the Army for Installations and
Environment.

Most importantly, he said, is to teach young children not to
touch or eat anything without permission.

“Teach them they are nice to look at,” he said but not to touch
or eat. The younger a child is, the more a plant’s toxicity can affect
them, Sauer said.

Many native and exotic plants are poisonous to humans when
eaten or even if there is only skin contact with plant chemicals,
said the Web site for Centers for Disease Control and Prevention.

“If you do not know what you are eating, don’t pick it,” Sauer
said.

Some berries, which are harmless to animals, can be extremely
hazardous to humans, causing illness, injury or even death.

“In the child care facilities, we have removed all this,” Sauer
said, explaining how highly toxic plants and berries are no longer
near where children play.

But, if a child or adult consumes any type of unknown
plant or berry, there are important steps to take. Sauer strongly
recommends calling a doctor immediately, even if side affects
have not appeared, because one never knows how toxic a plant
may be. Once symptoms begin, precious time has already been
lost for treatment.

The American Association of Poison Control Centers Web site
restates the importance of calling a health care professional. Many
times the problem can be taken care of over the phone, but in some
cases, people must be rushed to the hospital.

In addition, Sauer recommends bringing a sample of the plant
consumed when seeking medical care for possible poisoning, to
help better identify the course of treatment needed.
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173rd celebrates hlstorlc brlgade BannerDay

Story and photo by Kristin Bradley
Bavarian News

After three intense weeks at the Joint
Multinational Readiness Center training for
their fourth deployment in six years, Soldiers
from the 173rd Airborne Brigade Combat Team |
and their families spent Sept. 13 celebrating
Sky Soldier Banner Day at U.S. Army Garrison |
Hohenfels.

Splitbetween three locations—Bamberg and
Schweinfurt, Germany and Vicenza, [taly—the
brigade rarely finds themselves together in
the same location, making the day after the
conclusion of their training the perfect opportunity to engage in a
day of games, sports and team building.

“Banner Day presents a unique opportunity for Sky Soldiers
and Family members from our three home stations to assemble
in one location. The goal of this rare occasion is for members of
our team to relax after a challenging exercise and bond through
athletic competition and events,” said Col. James Johnson, brigade
commander.

Soldiers kicked the day off early with a 6:30 a.m. start for the
first ever brigade run in a formation that spread almost the entire
length of Hohenfels’ main post road.

“After three weeks of hard work to have the opportunity to do
things we do in our off time helps develop teamwork,” said 1st Lt.
Matt Shuba of Bravo Troop, 1st Squadron, 91st Cavalry Regiment.
“You have PV1 playing football with his NCOs and LTs. It’s good
to see people develop teamwork in a non-work environment.”

Soldiers had plenty of time to develop teamwork through
friendly competition in numerous events.

“It is good to get the whole brigade together. We all have
buddies in other units and competition between units strengthens
esprit de corps,” said Shuba.

Though building teamwork amongst Soldiers was one aim of
the event, celebrating the families of Sky Soldiers was also on the
agenda.

Soldiers gather for a brigade photo during a celebration Sept. 13 honoring Sky Soldier Ban-
ner Day at U.S. Army Garrison Hohenfels.

“When we’ve been away for a long time and will be deploying,
it’s important to have a huge family event like this. It’s important
to involve them in our mission—what we do and what we stand
for,” said Capt. Jonathan Mecham, Headquarters and Headquarters
Company, whose wife made the trip from Vicenza to participate in
the event.

Those memories for families and Soldiers alike are why the staff
from USAG Hohenfels Family, Morale, Welfare and Recreation
put all their effort into coordinating an exceptional event, said
Stacye Downing, FMWR director.

“We felt honored and privileged that they were giving us the
opportunity to support such a huge initiative,” said Downing.
“Every single person is really committed to taking care of Soldiers
and families; it doesn’t matter where they’re stationed.”

At the end of the day, Johnson thanked USAG Hohenfels and
the FMWR staff for their hard work and spoke to Sky Soldiers
about what Banner Day means for the brigade.

“When you’re faced with the toughest of challenges when
you’re deployed, when you reach inside of you for what you need
to make the right decision, you’ll make it because of the Sky
Soldier on your left and right and that’s why today was important,”
said Johnson. “We tightened that bond as a team and we reinforced
the purpose of our existence as an airborne brigade combat team
and for that I am proud of you.”

SPOUSES

the deployment,” said Capt. Christopher

chaplain is going to discuss our care team.

the troops downrange can focus on their

Shepherd, rear detachment commander.

Sept. 24 will mark the next session
available to spouses and will especially
highlight important information concerning
casualty notifications and support. It will
be held at the Conn Chapel, beginning at
1 p.m.

“It’s a tough topic, but we really want
to make sure the spouses know how our
procedures are going to work and how they
can be prepared. The casualty assistance
center on post is going to talk to the spouses
about basic casualty procedures and our

Furthermore, we’ll explain our squadron
casualty notification procedures, so they
know how we are going to handle and
support the families if something happens,”
Shepherd said.

Later in October, a family deployment
brief will further prepare those facing a
deployment as families are equipped with
a checklist and have the opportunity to
speak with different agencies within the
Schweinfurt community.

“One of our primary focuses is
supporting the family members so that

mission and not worry about the concerns
back at home stations. ... The best way we
can start doing that is by providing as much
information as possible to the families,”
Shepherd said.

“We want to increase self-sufficiency
of every spouse who will have a trooper
deployed and thereby reduce the anxiety of
the unknown,” Fellinger added.

1% Sqdn, 91% CAV spouses who have
questions concerning the upcoming spouses
brief are encouraged to contact their troop
family readiness group leader.
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Deputy Secretary of Defense visits FOB Kalsu

Story and photo by Pfc. Bethany Little
172nd Infantry Brigade

FORWARD OPERATING BASE
KALSU, Iraq — Soldiers of the 172nd
Infantry Brigade had the opportunity to
meet the Deputy Secretary of Defense and
demonstrate the different duties and jobs
that make the base functional Sept. 11.

The Honorable William J. Lynn III
visited with Soldiers of 504th Military
Intelligence Company, 9th Engineer
Battalion and 172nd Support Battalion.

Starting at the unmanned aerial vehicle
launch site, Soldiers of 504th Military
Intelligence Company demonstrated and
explained the importance of the UAV.

“I think it went really well and it shows
how people take the time to come out
here and let us tell them about what we do
out here,” said Spc. Matthew D. Palmer,
UAYV operator, 504th Military Intelligence
Company and native of Troy, Mo.

Following the UAV demonstration, 9th
EN Bn Soldiers showed Lynn the different
vehicles used for route clearance missions.
Lynn toured through the Mine Resistant
Ambush-Protected vehicle, which is the
primary medical evacuation vehicle for
route clearance missions.

Lynn learned how to inspect a rock
from within the Buffalo, a heavily armored

Staff Sgt. Jason Kudla, standardization operator, 504th Military Intelligence Company and na-
tive of Indian Mills, N.J. explains the dynamics of the unmanned aerial vehicle to Honorable
William J. Lynn lll, the Deputy Secretary of Defense, during his visit to Forward Operating Base

Kalsu Sept. 11.

counter improvised explosive device
vehicle. Using a mechanical arm with a
small camera attached, Lynn moved the
rock around in search of a possible IED.
The engineers use this vehicle to probe for
potential IEDs out in sector.

After looking at each of the vehicles,
Soldiers of 172nd Spt Bn, showed Lynn
different maintenance capabilities.

Lynn met and shook hands while

recognizing the Soldiers from the different
battalions by presenting them with his
personalized coin before leaving Kalsu.

“I’'m happy that he came out here so
the Soldiers could show him how hard
we work,” said Staff Sgt. Jason Kudla of
the 504th Military Intelligence Company.
“Visits like these show that leaders do care,
even if it is only to let the Soldiers talk and
shake hands.”

Undefeated teams go head
to head in flag football

Staff Sgt. Rahe Brown, of Headquarters and Head-

quarters Company, 15th Engineer Battalion, runs the
ball for a first down during Tuesday night’s flag football
match-up between two undefeated teams, the 15th EN
Bn and the Health Clinic.

15th EN Bn narrowly escaped with the win over the
Health Clinic, ending with a final score of 20-16.

Flag football games are held Tuesdays and Thurs-
days on the Conn Barracks Gold Field at 6 and 7 p.m.
and welcome community support.

The season will run until October with a champion-
ship round Oct. 19-23. (Photo by Emily Athens)
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