
Silvester (New Year's Eve) Fireworks  
 

Traditionally, Germans hail the New Year together with friends and family. Fireworks with rockets, 
missiles, firecrackers etc. play an important role during the celebration.  Party atmosphere and 
alcohol cause many severe injuries by carelessly handling fireworks. Read the following 
information and safety tips to have a safe and a happy new year.  

Law 
 
Fireworks contains explosive material and if not properly handled can develop its 
dangerous potential.  Therefore, it is important that only approved and registered 
fireworks is purchased.   Fireworks meets the standard if it is marked with the CE label 
and a registration number or certified by the Federal Institute for Materials Research 
(Bundesanstalt fuer Materialforschung (BAM)).  
 
Fireworks is divided in category I and II.  
 
Category I:  indoor firework, small items like mini firecrackers, etc. 
Category 2: outdoor firework, rockets, missiles, etc. 
 
Example of an registration number:  0589-F2-001 
 
The registration number starts with a 4-digit number. The #0589 is assigned to BAM, 
followed by the category F1 or F2  and the last one is the serial number. 
 
Igniting fireworks of the category 2 is only authorized on 31 December and 1 January, 
however, local restrictions of the community or county might deviate from this rule. 
 
Igniting fireworks in the near vicinity of churches, hospitals, children or nursing homes 
and frame houses is prohibited. 

NOTE: 
 
AER 600-1, paragraph 27d, States, personnel will not "Use or ignite fireworks or flares in 
places under the control of the U.S. Army. Fireworks include toy cannons, blank 
cartridges, firecrackers, roman candles, skyrockets, sparklers, torpedoes, and similar 
items capable of producing a visual or audible effect by combustion or detonation. 
Fireworks do not include toys using a paper cap, saluting cannons used by the military, 
or highway warning devices." 



Fireworks Safety Tips 
 
 Never allow young children to play with or ignite fireworks.  
 
 Avoid buying fireworks that are packaged in brown paper because this is 

often a sign that the fireworks were made for professional displays and that 
they could pose a danger to consumers.  

 
 Always have an adult supervise fireworks activities. Parents don't realize 

that young children suffer injuries from sparklers. Sparklers burn at 
temperatures of about 2,000 degrees - hot enough to melt some metals.  
 

 Never place any part of your body directly over a fireworks device when 
lighting the fuse. Back up to a safe distance immediately after lighting 
fireworks.  

 
 Alcohol and fireworks do not mix. Have a "designated shooter“. 

 
 Never try to re-light or pick up fireworks that have not ignited fully.  

 
 Never point or throw fireworks at another person.  

 
 Keep a bucket of water or a garden hose handy in case of fire or other 

mishap.  
 

 Light fireworks one at a time, then move back quickly.  
 

 Never carry fireworks in a pocket or shoot them off in metal or glass 
containers.  
 

 After fireworks complete their burning, douse the spent device with plenty 
of water from a bucket or hose before discarding it to prevent a trash fire.  
 

 Make sure fireworks are legal in your area before buying or using them. 
 

 Only use fireworks as intended. Don't try to alter them or combine them. 
 

DO NOT BUY ILLEGAL FIREWORKS  


